No Jordanians hurt in Indonesian riots 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minisoy of Foreign Affairs 
i Tuesday said Jordanian citizens in Indonesia are 
safe and well following the riots there. Information 
apartment spokesperson Ibrahim Dabbas said a total 
f 64 Jordanians live in the Indonesian cities that have 
een hit by rioting and looting. The embassy in Jakar- 
i has been in touch with Royal Jordanian to transport 
ordanian nationals wishing to leave the country, be 
aid, adding that some citizens have already left for 
ome (see story on Indonesia on page 12). 




Cook works to mend EU-Turkey ties 


ANKARA (AP). — British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook arrived in Ankara Tuesday in a bid to mend 
strained relations between Turkey and the European 
Union (EU). *T want to prepare for a successful meet- 
ing of the EU-l\irkey Association Council next Mon- 
day in Brussels,” Mn Cook, said when he arrived. “I 
hope today we can agree between ourselves an a basis 
that will make it a successful meeting and puts Europe 
and Itafcey back on track for a closer successful rela- 
tions,” he added before leaving fat talks with Foreign 
Minister Ismail Cem- Relations have been tense since 
the EU's decision last December to exclude Turkey 
from the union’s immediate enlargement plans. Me 
Cook was expected to arrive with a “strategy docu- 
ment" setting up a framework for future relations 
between the EU and Tnkey. 
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King to meet members of three 
branches of government today 


AMMAN (XT.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein will 
meet with the members of the 
executive, legislative and judi- 
cial authorities today at the 
Royal Court, according to a 
statement following a Cabinet 
meeting Tuesday. 

The announcement was 
made by Acting Minister of 
Infonnadoa Nasser Laws one 
day after die King met with the 
council of union presidents, 
during which relations 
, ttween the professional asso- 
<ons and the government 
= .discussed. 

,#i\ Lawzi said Rime Minis- 
ter ‘ Abdul Salam Majali 
briefed the Councd of Minis- 
ters on the King’s meeting 
with the union presidents, dur- 
ing which he also reviewed 
Jordan's political stand. 

During the meeting with the 
heads of the 13 unions, the 
King ordered the release of 


opposition figure and former 
president of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Association, Leith 

Shbealat, who was recently 
sentenced to nine months in 
jail 

According to Mr Lawzi, the 
council reviewed Mr 
Shbeflafs case and the King’s 
pardon. 

Mr Shbeilat was sentenced 
by the Stare Security Court last 
Tuesday for instigating Febru- 
ary’s Ma’an riots. But his 
lawyer, Hussein Mjalli, said be 
was appealing the verdict at 
the Court of Cassation. 

Mr Lawzi said that the 
court’s verdict was not final, 
adding (hat ‘In trains of proce- 
dnes, if ShbeQat’s lawyers 
deckle not to appeal, the ver- 
dict will be final and Shbeilat 
win be subject to the King's 
pardon. But if the lawyers 
deride to appeal, then the 
Court of Cassation can either 


endorse the State Security 
Court’s verdict or acquit 
Shbeilat.” 

'‘Should die Court of Cassa- 
tion uphold (be State Security 
Court's verdict then the sen- 
tence will again be fi nal and 
the Councfl of Ministers will 
seek the King's pardon,” be 
added. 

On Middle East develop- 
ments, Mr Lawzi said Jordan 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority are maintaining 
constant coordination. Jordan 
is waiting to give impetus to 
the peace process by following 
up on contacts with the Pales- 
tinian side, and the King is 
continuing his efforts with all 
consented parties, he added. 

On the prospect of holding a 
Jadanian-Egyptian summit, 
Mr Lawzi said no date has yet 
been set for such a meeting 

During Tuesday’s regular 
session, the Cabinet endorsed 


an amendment to a grant from 
the United States Agency for 
International Development to 
finance the Kingdom's popu- 
lation and family health strate- 
gy. The amendment provides 
for increasing the o riginal 
grant by $5.7 millio n to the 
new total of $20.12 minion.. 

The Council of Ministers 
also resolved to establish 
diplomatic relations with 
Guyana in South America at 
tie non-resident ambassadori- 
al level 

It also approved the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty and 
authorised Jordan's ambas- 
sador to the UN. to sign iL 

The Cabinet endorsed a 
memorandum of understand- 
ing between the Civil Aviation 
Authority and the Internation- 
al Civil Aviation Organisation 
on foe establishment of regton- 
al training centre in Amman. 


Socialists put onus on Israel to bring 
life into Palestinian-Israeli peace track 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

A MEETING of the Socialist 
International in Oslo on Tues- 
day raged Israel to “bring the 
(Middle East) peace process 
brek on track.” 

A statement also urged die 
Israeli government “to desist 
from unilateral practices, par- 
ticularly those of collective 
-punishment, which undermine 
mutual confidence, and to 
bring the settlement policies 
: aimed at establishing a de facto 
situation in foe occupied terri- 
tories, to an immediate close.” 
The meeting expressed its 
“deep concern" at foe dead- 
locked peace process, which it 
said “can lead to an escalation 
of further violence.” 

The 300 delegates under- 
: lined that an Israeli withdrawal 
V im Palestinian and other 
[Occupied Arab territories 
. would allow foe Palestinians to 
! “practice their inalienable right 
to self-detennination and the 
setting up of an independent 
Palestinian state." 

Stressing that the peace 
process is based "primarily on 
the principle of Tand-for- 
, peace',” they supported the 


present efforts by foe United 
States, the European Union 
Egypt, Norway and others to 

assist the parties in implement- 
ing foek commitments, indud- 
ing redeployment of the Israeli 
army on the West Bank. 

The Socialist International, 
meeting in Oslo where the 
1993 Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords were negotiated, raged 
foe two parties to tadde prob- 
lems concerning Jerusalem, 
the settlements, refugees and 
borders. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
accused Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu cm 
Tuesday of Dying to provote a 
crisis by rqecting U-S. propos- 
als aimed at reviving the peace 
process. 

“Clearly Netanyahu is esca- 
lating in a direction against foe 
agreement and is trying to cre- 
ate a crisis situation,” Me 
Arafat told reporters in Bethle- 
hem 

He was attending a ceremo- 
ny with former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
World Bank President Jams 
Wotfensohn to announce the 

creation of a “Peace Technolo- 
gy Fund” which has already 


raised about $50 million from 
Arab. Israeli, Palestinian and 
international private doners. 

Ml Arafat said be was ready 
to negotiate the creation of a 
Palestinian state with foe 
Israelis after the interim period 
of Palestinian autonomy. 

‘The interim period ends in 
May 1999. At foal time it is all 
□gin to immediately begin 
talks with the other side and 
foe international community 
about foe stale.” be said. 

Ml Arafat’s spokesman, 
Nabil Abu Rudeina, said that 
“nothing encouraging” ramp. 
out of foe Palestinian leader's 
talks with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright in 
London on Monday. 

“There is nothing encourag- 
ing. The Israelis are stiD refus- 
ing UJS. ideas.” 

The United States has pro- 
posed that Israel pull back 
from another 13 per cent of the 
Vfest Bank, but Ml Netanyahu 
has rejected foe proposal on 
security grounds. 

“Albright assured Arafat that 
they will ixx change their pro- 
posal. But if they do step back 
from their proposals, then we 
will adopt a new position," Ml 
Abu Rudeina said. 


Ml Netanyahu said Monday 
he wanted a “closed deal” set- 
ting foe size of all three with- 
drawals from foe Wfest Bank 
that the Israelis had agreed to 
cany ouL 

But be repeated demands 
that the Palestinians first 
launch a stepped-up cracak- 
down on anti-Israeli activists 
as a precondition. 

Nets’ Hebron, an Israeli 
army jeep was raked with 
automatic weapons fire 
overnight but no one was 
injured, an Israeli mflilaiy 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

‘Israeli soldiers returned fire 
against the as s aila n ts, who 
managed to flee towards the 
sector of Hebron controlled by 
the Palestinian (National) 
Authority,” the spokesman 
said. 

“Several bullet boles were 
found in the jeep and an empty 
magazine was found near foe 
secene of the attack,” he added. 

Six Palestinians were injured 
in Hebroa on Monday in a 
fifth day of clashes between 
Israeli soldiers and stone- 
throwing protesters in the 
town, one-fifth of which is 
under Israeli control. 


AI urges Israel to halt torture 

■.GENEVA (AP) — Amnesty 


SHIN BETS BANANA: An Israeli actor demonstrates the “banana" method, one of sev- 
eral standard torture techniques reportedly used by fire Shin Bet, Israel's internal securi- 
ty agency, duri ng interrogations of Palestinian prisoners, at a press conference in 
Jerusalem Tuesday. The human rights group B'tselem, hoping to influence public opin- 
ion on the eve of a landmark court case to role on whether the use of torture during inter- 
rogations of suspected Palestinian militants is justified, released a report Tuesday, saying 
'the torture of Palestinians is a bureaucratic and everyday practice.' (AP photo) 

successful tool in foe fig ht 



International (AI) on Tuesday 
urged the Israeli Supreme court 
to declare illegal the use of tor- 
ture and ill-treatment during 
interrogation of Palestinian pris- 
oner. 

• The human rights organisation 
backed the ruling Monday by 
foe UK Committee Against 
Torture foal land should imma - 
diaidy cease practices that vio- 
lare the global accrad against tor- 
ture. 

The comminee has refused to 
vVcept Israel’s use oft "hooding, 
V, adding in painf ul positions, 
sleep deprivation and stoking” 
against detainees. 

“Amnesty International urges 
foe supreme court to take note of 
foe Committee’s recommenda- 
tions,” a statement said 
The court is to hold its second 
session Wednesday to review foe 
legality of official rules which 
apparently authorise toad’s 
General Security Service (GSSX 
also known as Shin Bet. to use 
such interrogation methods. 

The court should “declare iDe- 
gai afiGSS interrogation meth- 
ods which violate the conven- 
tion's prohibition on torture and 
cruel, inhuman or degrading 
raiment or punishment," 
unnesty said. 

! Sbjn Bet admits using such 
Kmortbodox” practices, but 
agues tfca tbe methods were a 


a gainst terrorism 

The UK pand acknowledged 
Israel’s claim that it needs tough 
tactics to counter terrorism, but 
said, “this cannot justify torture.” 
It emphasised that foe Con- 
vention Against Torture, which 


Israel has sjgDed. declares that 
no public emergency of any fend 
justifies foe use of tenure. 

Tf interrogation rules continue 
to sancti on torture and iH-treat- 
ment, as they do now. GSS 
agents will still be aite to use 
Bril mrthnris with impunity" 


said the Amnesty statement. 

The UK. torture pand, which 
meets in Geneva twice a year to 
review, in turn, foe performance 
of foe 105 countries that have 
pledged to uphold foe conven- 
tion, also concluded last year that 
Israel was violating foe accord. 






Politicians hail new spirit ushered in 
by King’s meeting with union leaders 



By Francesca Griati 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Politkians yes- 
today hailed His Majesty 
King Hussein’s recent meeting 
with union leaders as a step 
that would give a new 
m nmpmnm to foe Kingdom’s 
democratisation process, chal- 
lenged by increasing popular 
frustration over the 14-month 
deadlock in the peace process 
and resulting economic stag- 
nation. 

“It is a good beginning and 
we hope that further moves 
will follow in foe same direc- 
tion in Oder to foster serious 
dialogue betvresn the govern- 
ment and all political forces,” 
Islamic Action Rout (TAF) 
Secretary General Abdul Latif 
Arabyiat said of King Hus- 
sein’s surprise visit on Mon- 
day to the hrariqiiartffrs erf foe 
Union of Professional Associ- 
ations. 

Tbe King on Monday also 
announced the release of out- 
spoken opposition figure Leith 
Shbeilat, a self-styled Islamist 
jailed fix alle ge dly instigating 
the pro-Iraq Ma’an riots in 
February. 

Ml Shbeilat, 56, has already 
been imprisoned twice. lie 
was pardoned by foe King 
both times. 

Observers said that by meet- 
ing foe union leaders and 
releasing Ml Shbeilat foe 


mate of trust and understand- 
ing between foe gn w-mmant 
and foe opposition. 

An extended meeting with 
members of go v ernment, Par- 

ti ament and the j ndiriar y 

today at foe Royal Court has 
raised expectations that a new 
era of openness and greater 
cooperation among tbe three 
authorities will be ushered in. 
Tbe King is expected to 
address regional and local 
issues and outline future steps 
for foe three branches of state. 

Observers said they also 
expected that the stalemate in 
foe peace process, deadlocked 
by rfa* intransrgpnf- policies of 

the government of Israeli 
Prime Minister Beyamin 
Netanyahu, to figure high on 
tbe agenda of todays meeting. 

Monday's meeting with foe 
presidents of the 80,000- 
strong i minus — vocal critics 
of foe 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel — name after foe King 
rriticjsed Ml Netanyahu’s 
“contradictory” statements on 
peace and raid the Jewish state 
was slipping into a fortress 

mentality 

“In foe c urre nt rrisis plagu- 
ing foe peace process due to 

Mr. Nrtanyahn's intransige nce 

and insistence on exploding 
foe situation instead of realis- 
ing pegpe. in foe face erf all 
these fears, Jordanians only 
have foe choice of searching 


for things that unify them and 
boosting dialogue between 
them to strengthen then* coun- 
try— tins is the duty of both the 
government and the opposi- 
tion,” columnist Taber Adwan 
wrote yesterday in foe Arabic 
daily AI Arab AlYawm. 

The King has waked hard 
to promote a peace between 
peoples, not oily govern- 
ments, but land’s rejection of 
a U.S. proposal fix an Israeli 
withdrawal from a further 13 


per cent of the Wfest Bait has 
narowed the chances qf Pales- 
tinians and Israelis retiming to 
foe negotiating table any time 
soon. 

Kir® Hussein has warned 
that Ml Netanyahu's policies 
could trigger violence that 
would spread beyond Israel 

and t he ffalwawram t arhu ries. 
Observers say the leadership is 

aware erf foe possibility of 
(Continued on page 2) 


AtAIPAC conference: 


Car bomb kills Lebanese 


Muasher: Israel not serious 
about final status talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
Ambassador to tbe U.S. 
Marwan Muasher on Sun- 
day told a policy conference 
of the American Israeli Pub- 
lic Affairs Committee 
(AIPAQ in Washington that 
Israel’s rejection of the 
land-fbr-peace principle 
casts serious doubts about 
the Jewish state's willing- 
ness to reach a settlement 
with the Palestinians. 

“The feeling in the Arab 
World today is that foe 
Israeli government is not 
serious about final status 
negotiations, and will not 
put forward any serious pro- 
posals to cede land and 
arrive at a credible final set- 
tlement," Dr. Muasher, who 
is also a former minister of 
information and Jordan’s 
first ambassador to Israel, 
said. 

The first Jordanian official 
to address an AIPAC confer- 
ence, Dr. Muasher reiterated 
Jordan’s commitment to a 
just, lasting and rnm prefrfin - 
sive peace. But if tbe Jor- 
danian model of peace fails, 
he said, “it would be diffi- 
cult to imagine any other 
model being put forward. 


supported and succeeding.” 

Dr. Muasher voiced Jor- 
dan’s frustration at die 
rejection by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyaxnio 

Netanyahu of a U.S. propos- 
al for an Israeli withdrawal 
from a further 13 per cent of 
the West Bank. 

Israel insisted on with- 
drawing from a further nine 
per cent of the West Bank 
only. 

“This opposition, based 
on an unwillingness to cede 
a further four per cent of tire 
West Bank, sends exactly 
the wrong message not only 
to the Palestinians, but also 
to the Arab World.” 

Dr. Muasher reiterated 
that Jordan will never be a 
substitute land for the Pales- 
tinians, as some Israelis 
would like it to be. 

He said Jordan’s position 
cm Jerusalem is that the 
Holy City is an occupied 
Arab land, which must be 
returned to tbe Palestinians 
according to the land-far- 
peace formula, international 
laws, and U.N. resolutions 
(see foil text of Dr. Muasb- 
er’s speech on page 7). 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A 
booby-trapped car exploded 
killing its civilian driver Tbes- 
day at a crossing point into 
territory cortfrolled by die 
pro-Israeli South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia, witness- 
es said. 

The driver, who has’ not 
been identified, was killed 
instantly when he opened Ins 
car door at the Kferftuna 
checkpoint leading from gov- 
ernment-held territory to the 
SLA-held town of Jezon. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United States wants 
foe UK. -Iraqi oil-for-food 
programme renewed auto- 
matically . for as long as 
sanctions are in place, 
rather than renegotiated 
every six months, diplo- 
mats said over die week- 
end. .. . 

They said that earlier U.S. 
proposals for the plan to 
stay in place for 18 months 
without renewals had been 
dropped after objections 
from several Security 
Council members. But foe 
revised proposal has met 


matt released in Beirut that it 
mounted the attack which 
was aimed at an SLA patrol 

A Lebanese civilian was 
wounded in another explo- 
sion Tbesday in southern 
Lebanon close to foe Israeli- 
occupied barrier strip, 
Lebanese police said. 

Fadwan AI Khaled was 
wounded in foe legs a nd hip 
wbDe picking thyme in a field 
near the village erf Kaakayat 
AI fisr in an area ^oatrofied 
by the UN. peacekeeping 
force. UNDFIL, theysakL 


from i council members 
familiar with it 

At issue is the oil-for- 
food programme that 
allows Iraq to sell oil to 
purchase \ food, medicine 
and other-, supplies. The 
plan, which began in 
December \996, runs for 
six-month periods, after 
which the distribution of 
tiie goods is re negotiated. 

Several countries inter- 
viewed agreed in principle 
with the U.S. proposals, 

(Continued on page 2) 


Hezbollah said in a state- 

U.S. wants Iraq fop*! plan 
renewed automatically 

i 

with ^similar opposition 


Netanyahu spokesman: Sarah ‘not 
the most stable woman in the world’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Sarah 
Netanyahu, the wife of foe 
Isradi prime anmstta; was again 
at foe centre of controversy on 
Tbesday after her hufoand’s 
spokesman was quoted by a 
US. magazine as casting doubt 
on her mental health. 

The latest issue of the New 
Yorker includes a lengthy pro- 
file of fttne Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and quotes his 
spokesman, David Bar-THai, as 
saying: “Sarah is not foe most 
stable woman in foe world.” 

“Had she tun half-naked 
through foe streets it might have 
been something else, but if s 
under control,” Ml BarTDan 
was quoted as saying. 

“Now, she only appears at 
a p propriate things; receptions 


for drildten, things for the 
retarded or foe disadvantaged. 
And it works. It’s OK. Finally 
it’s became boring to Israelis.” 
Me Bar-Hau categorically 
denied making the nawariw 
“I (fid not say aay of those 
things , and the y did not come 
back tome to check. This is out- 
rageous,” he said. 

“What I tdd foe New Yorker 
journalist is that foe first lady is 
expected to be concerned with 
charity walk and that foe is 
doaqg it vay wdl He changed 
my statements.” Ml Bar-Uian 
told Israeli public radio. 

Tbe spokesman added flat he 
wdl continue to work for Ml 
N etanyahu as long as foe prime 
minister wants his services. 


prominent coverage to the Bar 
Clan interview while paying 
scant attention to his denial 

Accosding to the New Yorker; 
Ml Bar Han also criticised bis 
boss for publicly admitting to 
adultery before bis ejection two 
years ago. 

|t)ne tiring is to have an affair 
with a shiksa [doo-Jewifo 
woman]. But a married .woman! 
With a shiksa even tbe rebbes 
[rabbis] do n. But a married 
wo ma n r 

Tor years in Isael no one 
cared about such things. Mofoe 
Dayan soewed half foe women " 
in foe anny and even got in trou- 
ble about it, but we said we c£d- 


The Israeli press has given 


him as saying about tin 
deceased general and defend 



nnmster 

The prime m inister himself 
refused to comment on foe mat- 


ter except to says *T don’t con- 
cern mysetfwifa gossip.” 

But foe Israeli press defended 
die Pulitzer ftize-wimiang jour- 
nalist who wrote foe piece, 
DavkiRetnmck. 

hfcfiemnicfcsakf, “while Bar 


foe things, he did say them. I 
would not have quoted him if he 
didn't say h.** 

Sarah foe p ri m e minis t er’s 
"foiid wife, has been a favourite 


her hufoand was ejected in May 
1996. 

Sheisotodranibeflisjeal- 
otis, proud and tyiannicaL 
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Kuwaiti FM stays mum on 
resignation, continues duties 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait's veteran Foreign 
Minister Sabah Ai Ahmad Al 
Sabah on Tuesday stayed 
mum on reports of his resig- 
nation over policy differences 
with the prime minister. 

"I have no comment to 
make... and the media has 
overblown the whole issue,” 
Sheikh Sabah, who is also 
fust deputy prime minister; 
told the daily Al Rai Al Aam. 

In keeping with his duties as 
foreign minister. Sheikh 
Sabah welcomed his Qatari 
counterpart Sheikh Hamad 
Ibn Jassern Ibn Jabr Al Thani 
on his arrival in Kuwait on 
Tuesday. 

Al Anbaa newspaper; mean- 
while, said a delegation from 
the ruling family, led by 
Defence Minister Salem Al 
Sabah, was trying to persuade 
Sheikh Sabah to withdraw his 
resignation. 

But he has so far refused to 
back down because “he refus- 


es to lake responsibility for 
certain policies which could 
have serious negative reper- 
cussions” on Kuwait, a source 
close to Sheikh Sabah told Al- 
dabas daily. 

According to newspapers. 
The foreign minister handed in 
his resignation to the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, on Sunday and missed 
die last cabinet meeting. 

“This may simply be an 
internal way to resolve differ- 
ences within the ruling family. 
Sheikh Sabah apparently 
wants the emir to do some- 
thing to balance the cabinet 
team and have his viewpoint 
heard," one diplomat said. 

Diplomats said he was 
opposed to last week's visit by 
Sheikh Ahma d Yassin, spiritu- 
al guide of the Palestinian 
Islamic movement Hamas. 
who was invited by Prime 
Minister and Crown Prince 
Saad Al Abdullah Al Salim Al 
Sabah. 


Sheikh Yassin was the first 
Palestinian leader to visit 
Kuwait since the 1991 Gulf 
War when the emirale 
accused the Palestinians of 
sitting with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

The Hamas leader's visit 
was probably “the last straw” 
for the disgruntled foreign 
minister, one diplomat said. 

Political insiders also point- 
ed to differences over oil poli- 
cy. notably domestic fuel 
prices, and said the resigna- 
tion was the result of a num- 
ber of rows within the cabinet. 

Sheikh Sabah has reported- 
ly been in dispute with his col- 
leagues over reforms aimed at 
cutting the stare budget 
deficit, and he is said to have 
complained of “interference” 
in the running of foreign 
affairs. 

Bom in 192 9, Sheikh Sabah 
has served as foreign minister 
almost uninterrupted for the 
past 35 years. 


Israeli supreme court reviews religious 
exemption from military service 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel's 
supreme court began consid- 
ering Tuesday whether to limit 
religious exemptions which 
many young Orthodox Jews 
claim to get out of compulso- 
ry military service. 

For two hours, the court 
heard arguments from the par- 
ties who filed the lawsuit a 
year ago. secular leftist 
Meretz party MPs Amnon 
Rubinstein and Haim Oron 
and five Israeli 'army 
reservists. 

Hearings are expected to 
continue for several days, 
court officials said. 


The MPs’ lawyer. Hanan 
Akhzav, told Israel radio that 
“the number of exemptions is 
huge and violates the principle 
of equality.” 

Messrs. Rubinstein and 
Oron are seeking a ceiling on 
the number of exemptions. 

They said that when it was 
adopted at the beginning of 
tire 1950s the law anticipated 
that only a few hundred 
Orthodox Jews would take 
advantage of the exemption, 
which is granted to those who 
study in seminaries, oryeshiv- 
ot, from the ages of IS to 27 
and do not work. 


According to figures the 
Israeli military gave the court 
28,377 ultra-Orthodox youth, 
or nearly eight per cent of 
draftees, are currently claim- 
ing the exemption. 

Mr. Rubinstein told Israeli 
radio Tuesday that “this figure 
grows by one per cent every 
year, and we risk soon arriving 
at the point where one out of 
every 10 draftees will get out 
of military service.” 

Government representative 
Uzi Fogelman said the num- 
ber of exemptions did not 
affect state security, public 
radio reported 


Israel discusses Lebanon pullout 
offer with Russian envoy 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Isueli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai and Russian envoy 
Viktor Posuvalyuk held talks 
Tuesday on the Jewish state's 
offer to pull out of south 
Lebanon, the defence ministry 
said in a statement 
“Mordechai and Posuva- 
lyuk focused on Israel's pro- 


posal to implement, with ade- 
quate security measures. U.N. 
Resolution 425 calling for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from Lebanon,” the statement 
said 

Ml Mordechai asked Ml 
P osuvalyuk “to give Syria a 
• message that Israel is 
unequivocally ready to 


engage in peace talks with it." 
the statement said 
The defence minister also 
told Mr. Posuvalyuk that 
Israel is worried about Russ- 
ian technology transfers to 
Iran, especially transfers of 
long-range ballistic missiles 
and non-conventional 

weapons, the ministry said. 



WORLD'S BIGGEST FLAG: T\irkish youths unfold the world’s biggest flag Ibesday during the 
celebrations of the Sports and Youth holiday at Ah Sami Yen Football Stadium. The flag is sized 
52x78 metres, weighs one tonne and was carried by about 400 students in the display. Organisers 
are expecting a delegation from the Guinness Book of Records to verily’ the claim (Reuters photo) 


Israel arrests 
five followers 
of rabbi over 
official’s 
murder 


PEIAH TDCVA (AFP) — 
Israeli police arrested five fol- 
lowers of a jailed rabbi for 
involvement in the carbomb 
murder of a prison official earli- 
er this month, judicial officials 
said Tuesday. 

Three of the followers of 
Rabbi Uzi Meshulam were 
ordered held for sl\ days of 
questioning, while the two oth- 
ers were put under house arrest 
by a court in Petah Tekva, out- 
side Tel Aviv, the officials said. 

They are suspected of 
involvement in the May 6 car- 
bombing which killed Yaakov 
Ziegdbaum, a physician who 
oversaw an education and reha- 
bilitation department in the 
prison service, near the central 
Israeli city of Ramh. 

Police suspect, that Ziegel- 
baum was killed in revenge 
after refusing to give permis- 
sion for Rabbi Meshulam to 
receive medical treatment out- 
side the prison, where he is 
serving an eight-year sentence 
for violence against police. 

Itolice are also investigating 
the possibility Ziegdbaum was 
murdered as a veiled threat to 
prison officials who are to rule 
June 3 on whether to reduce 
Rabbi Meshulam's sentence. 


U.N. postpones operations into Sudan’s Nuba region 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The United Nations 
has suspended operations to send food to 
Sudan’s famine-wracked Nuba region to 
give it time to workout logistics for a n air- 
Uft, a U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
source said on Tuesday. - 

The source, who requested anonymity, 
said the postponement of the operations, 
due to last up to two weeks, would enable 
the United Nations to ensure that the relief 
supplies reacted their intended locations 
and people, currently facing severe famine. 

On May 9. Sudan announced that it 
would allow the shipment of humanitarian 
aid to the central Nuba Matoains region 


after a meeting in Khartoum between 
Sudanese Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail and U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. 

Khartoum closed off the mountains to 
international aid agencies in 1989 when 
the Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SFLA), which started fighting the govern- 
ment in the south in 1983. extended the 
war to the Nuba territory in the central 
Southern Kordofan state in 1984. 

The first relief food in nine years from 
the outside world reacted the destitute 
people of the now rebel-held mountains 
when a Norwegian People’s Aid consign- 


ment of cereals was flown in on Friday. 

The local people ate their food with a 
pinch of ash because the nine-year block- 
ade enforced by the government had 
meant that not even salt was available to 
them. 

A team of U.N. observers is expected to 
fly into Nuba Mountains on Wednesday to 
assess the humanitarian needs in the pover- 
ty-stricken Nuba villages in SPLA-con- 
crolled areas, where an estimated 20,000 
people are threatened with starvation. 

The Nuba people are a collection of 50 
African tribes with more than 10 distinct 
language groups. 


Turkish, German FMs plan 
reconciliation in Palermo 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — The 
foreign ministers of Turkey 
and Germany plan to meet in 
Palermo, Italy, in early June to 
smooth out troubled relations. 
Turkey's Ismail Cem said in 
an interview published Tues- 
day. 

“We decided to try and 
arrange something... in Paler- 
mo,” the foreign minister told 
the English-language Turkish 
Daily News, referring to the 
EuroMed conference there on 
June 3 and 4. 

Other plans to meet with his 
German counterpart. Klaus 
KinkeL had not worked out 
because of scheduling prob- 
lems, but “I think [Palermo] 
will be possible." he said. 

Mr. Kinkel had previously 
also mentioned Palermo as a 
possible venue for a reconcili- 
ation. 

Mr. Cem said the row with 
Germany over Turkey's exclu- 
sion from European Union 
expansion was "mainly based 
on misunderstandings " 

“It would be extremely 
illogical to have . a dispute 
between Germany and Turkey 
because we have many mutu- 
al interests." Mr. Cem 
stressed 

have 25 million people 
that I have entrusted to Ger- 
many, and Germany is very 
important to me for that rea- 
son. Germany is entrusting 1.5 
million people to me annually. 
Of course we will get along 
with Germany, and Germany 


will get along with Turkey." 

Ml Cem subtly disassociat- 
ed himself from Prime Minis- 
ter Mesut Yilmaz' attacks on 
German Chancellor Helmut 
KohL 

‘1 do not want to get into 
that." he responded to a ques- 
tion about Mr. Yilmaz' 
remarks likening Mr. Kohl’s 
foreign policy to the Nazi 
expansionism in eastern 
Europe. "I am ooly talking 
about my ministry." 

“My personal relations with 
Germany and the relations of 
their ministry with this country 
have always continued" Mr. 
Cem stressed 

Mr. Kinkel had made simi- 
larly conciliatory remarks in 
an interview published by a 
German newspaper on Mon- 
day. 

“It must be possible to steer 
a calmer course again with our 
important partner and friend 
Turkey, even if the waves have 
been high," Mr. Kinkel said 
“From time to time one must 
leave behind things that are in 
the pasL 

Relations between the coun- 
tries, traditionally friendly, had 
been rocky since the EU 
decided at its Luxemburg 
summit in December to rele- 
gate Turkey to the end of the 
queue for membership. 

Ankara bitterly accused 
Germany of breaking its 
promise to give Turkey a leg 
up. 


Egyptian police se 
pairs 

insulting to Islam 





CAIRO (AP) — Police Tues- 
day arrested nine shop owners 
and confiscated 400 pairs of 
shoes and slippers deemed 
insulting to Islam because the 
brand name resembled the Ara- 
bic word for God 

“fila" was printed in Latin 
letters on the soles of the 
footwear in script that looked 
similar to “Allah,” Arabic for 
God said a police official who 
spoke on customary condition 
of anonymity. 

An Egyptian law bans the 
sale of items which ridicule 
religions. Putting sacred sym- 
bols or words on shoes is par- 
ticularly insulting because they 


are consktered_<fcf ^ 
the official refigugfaf 
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across the country., 
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Turkish forces arrest 44 
suspected Islamist rebels 


ANKARA (R) — Security 
forces in southe^Turtey have 
detained 44 people believed to 
be members of the armed 
Islamist group Hizbullah, the 
Anatolia news agency said on 
Tuesday. 

It said die arrests took place 
in villages in the province of 
Mus, where arms and Islamist 
documents and magazines 


were also found The ap| 
did not say when the snaj 
were made. 

Turkish security farces hf 
Hizbullah responsible fa 
number of tailing s znd aflaj 
in the southeast over real 
years. The group is not them} 
tote connected to dfeprok 
ian Lebanese group of the sr 
name. 
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NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Politicians hail new spirit 
ushered in by King’s meetinj; 


(Continued from page 1) 


the radicalisation of the so-far 
peaceful opposition to govern- 
ment policies and wants to 
include diem in the detiskm- 
making process. 

The deadlock in the peace 
process and Ml Netanyahu’s 
policies have strengthened die 
arguments of those who oppose 
normalisation with IsraeL 

The opposition is maintaining, 
that die gov ernment has tight- 
ened tte screws on already strict 
legislations pertaining to public 
ffeedomsin order to bush its 
critics.’ 

*Tte ceding of democracy is 
towering day after day, and the 
people are very worried There 
is a dire need for a national rec- 
onciliation and serious dialogue, 
so that diings can move on 
before grave actions are taken 
by some,” Dl Arabyiat said. 

Jordan’s reputation as a coun- 
try with an exemplary record of 
peaceful co-existence with its 
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opponents — Islamists audit 
ists — was dented last Now 
beL when the Islamist-led ojh! 
sxtion boycotted tte gem 
elections in protest against vti 
they tamed as “a steady 
of parlianientary authority. 

The opposition has aj 
rejected a series of governor 
measures targeted against I 
press, which has led a U, 
human rights group to ph 
Prime Minister Abdul S& 
Myali on a list of the warid 
top 10 enemies of the press. 

“The [political] atmospta 
-has been poisoned by aroga 
policies and tight regulate 
said Hani Houram, direcan 
AI Urdun Al Jadid Rm 
Gsnde, an independent inste 
specialised in democracy st® 
ies. ‘There is hope to S 
Majesty’s meeting with raw 
leaders is sign of a fresh statl 
restore confidence between - 
people and the government,* 
not just an isolated step.” 


,v Suv 


Th:.-J 

Uu!.; 

.ii^ ; •, 


H.v .s 


;* ■ri>»r;i'..i. , vc m tte 

Lici.ttmJr 
: -ifip. whkh Hi 4. 
rtveniiv In 

■ • ::ie u.mv. PraiLV 
•- --i .;ppreviatKT* 

jjfcTnher* 

■. :; i:- i hj. f 
• . .xljr.c- 

■ : a w therj 

w -nvn 


«EC 


rn a'ur.-tt 


'Uitidt- 


iV 


i '..i- 


■’■ii ; i ■ , 

,• r. . 


U.S. wants Iraq food plan renewed automatically 

sboJ 


Li .... 

> fi 


' T - • A 25 
TiarvLy 

- 

■ fruit ste 

■■ r.iUTMty 
1 V.i-i .iL-\ rwff 

••inc li-.-r :n«Ltn{- 
'"'■■ii k.lieJ faun- 

i.V- .Js sjrJ frl£ 

••••lird !;f ;te 
;n I'lkiTrLpi.* 
i:l > iuniaf Iji.'ti 


KJ ailiAis amateurs to 


(Continued from page 1) 


saying they would spare all 
sides hassles every six months 
and allow for longer-term 
infrastructure repairs. 

Bui they said Iraq’s objec- 
tions, mainly on the tighter 
UJN. control envisioned under 
the American proposals, 
would need to be considered 
or the programme would not 
run at all 

Under the U.S. suggestions, 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
oouLd initiate changes in the 


programme after consultations 
with Iraq. That would give 
him more power to control die 
programme. 

Currently. Iraq draws up a 
distribution plan, and Ml 
A nnan and his staff make 
changes in discussions with 
Baghdad. 

The Security Council voted 
in February to raise die 
amount of oil Iraq could sell to 
S5.25 billion from 52 billion 
over six months in an effort to 
offset the damaging effect of 
eight-year-old sanctions on the 


Iraqi people. The sanctions 
were imposed in August 1990 
after Baghdad's troops invad- 
ed Kuwait 

Tte $525 billion plan is to 
take effect on June 4 — pro- 
viding Mr. Annan has 
approved a plan on how the 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian goods should be 
distributed 

Tte $5.25 billion in oil sates 
is more than Iraq can handle, 
given the dilapidated state of 
its oil industry. But in dispute 
are what kind of goods, or 


infrastructure repairs 
be pemritted under the cfistri| 
ution plan. 

To that end, the U.S. 
have gone to Portugal S' 
den and Slovenia, 


^ ffluht simulator 


cfl members, to discuss tte 
proposaL Portugal and 
den, diplomats said, feared th 
the way Washington vri 
devisin g its proposals assae 


many of the goals could 1 
achieved under the cists 
system 


JORDAN TELEVISION' 


Tel. 773111-19 . 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 


15:30 

..... .Castle of Adventure 

16:00 

The Album Show 

17:00 


18:00 Drama— Acapulco Bay 

19:00 


19:15 


19:30 


19:35 

Comedy — Buddies 

20:00 

Doc. — Envoye Special 

21:10 

JCung Fu 

22:00 . 


22:30 Mini-series — Nutcracker 

23:59 

End of T.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:01 


05:31. 


12:32. 


16:13.. 


19:33.. 


21:03.. 
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CHURCHES 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfidi Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4032785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811- 


SL Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77 175 1- 
Aaunan International Church 

. Tei. 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
- The Evangelical Local Church 
.in Amman TeL 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
■ ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TfeL 4624757 

The F.ngfk h- I.3njntnffi 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 14 1 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TfeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77526 1 


with a chance of scattered 
showers in the northern parts 


IRJBID: 

Dr. 


of the Kingdom, and winds 281484 


Ahmad Qanu. 


northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be 
fine, winds northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bourini ..990312 
Kfaalifeb pharmacy ...985417 


Electric Power Co... 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information.... 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia ImL Airport ...44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Amman 1 2/24 

Aqaba 20/31 

Deserts 11/27 

Jordan Valley 18/30 


EMERGENCIES 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 


IRJBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
rtlWIM 

AQABA: 

Princes"; 

(03)314111 

Haya Hosptal 


18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:40 .. London, Brussels (RJ) 

W:05 .Rome (RJJ 

19:20 ...Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
19:25 ...Frankfort, Berlin (RJ) 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

01:00. — .Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 


Yesterday's high remperatures: 
Amman 23, Aqaba 30 
Humidity readings: Amman 
47 per cent, Aqaba 50 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Mukhles Halaseh ..5519220 

Dr. RohiSukkar JS56457 

Dr. Fadl Khatih 5865456 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Skies wifi be partly cloudy 


Dr. Mohammad Lobbadeh 5167914 
Firas pharmacy .......5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy — 4637055 
Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeis&ni pharmacy 4637660 
Naironkh pharmacy .....4623672 

Najib pharmacy .5347632 


Food Control Centre.... .46371 1 1 
Gvil DdenceDqartment 5661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Mice 192.4621 i 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police.- 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept... -4630321 

Hotel Complaints. -5605800 

Price Complaints —5661 176 

Wa£r& Sev-nage Ccmpfcaras .897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 


The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmih 4630195 


Khalidi Matemity......464428 1/6 

Alrileh Maternity- 4642441 fl 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmcisani Hospital ... -5669131 

University Hospital ,5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli, Abdaii .5664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amai Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


I(h30 

11:00 

11:30 

12:30 

14:10 

14:10 

15:05 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian {RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(527001 or 44153250). 


— Cairo (MS) 

Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SV) 

— Tunis (TU) 

Bahrain (GF) 

— — Vienna (OS) 

16:30 Algiers (AH) 

18:35 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

21:10 -Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:20 — Amsterdam (KL) 

23:45 ....Athens, Beirut (OA) 
00:13 - -London (BA) 


10:50 _«Rome(Rl 

12:25 Paris, London 

CRJ) 

12:45 Istanbul (Rf 

20:10 Colombo (M 

20^5 Beirut (fif 

21:00 New Delhi 

21:10 Cairo (RT 

21:10 .JPUyadh, Dhahran (1° 

21:15 Bahrain, Doha (1° 

21:20 JBombayfBl 

21^5 ... Calcutta, Bangkok^ 

22:15 Dubai, Muscat (Bf 

02:00 ...... Sanaa fW 



ARRIVALS 


Repairs .4623101 409)983323 


Abdaii Tel. Repaiis.._...566T10t 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 


Zarqa 


Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority _.S 1 56 1 5 


National Hospital 

- .(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hbcma Modem Hospital 

- (09)99099 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Lamaca (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15 - -35 York. Amsterdam (RJ) 
18:00 Paris (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Amman (QAIA) 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:20 Tel Aviv (QAIA) fRW) 
23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


Other flights 

06:35 Lamaca (H 

07i30 Parish 

08:45 Beirut (ME 

09:20 .London (BA 

11^0 Cairo 

11J0 .Ta’iz, Sanaa (B 

12:45 XuwaitlKJ- 

14:00 reddah(S* 

15:00 Bahrain. Muscat (Of 

15;10 .Tunis 

15^30 ^.Vienna l 05 


17-JO Sharjah 

20-30 Abu Dhabi Karachi^ 
00:40 DamasCTS.AinStotJaffl[^ 
04:00 .Beirut, Athens^ 
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DEPARTURES 


Royal Wings (RW) 
08:00 
Marka Airport (RW) 
17-J0 ....ITelAvivI 


°® :30 Lamaca (RJ) 

08:50 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 


Marka Airport) (KW 
22-30 

QAIA) (RW) 
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Home News 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, May 20 r 1998 



Prince Rashid celebrates 19th birthday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Rashid Ben A! Hassan 
today celebrates his 19 
birthday. 

Prince Rashid, the son 
of Their Royal Highnesses 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath, received 
his elementary education 
at the Baccalaureate 
School in Amman. He 


pursued his secondary 
education at Harrow, 
obtaining eight GCSEs at 
ordinary levels and pass- 
ing examinations in histo- 
ry, political science, clas- 
sical civilisation and Ara- 
bic. 

Prince Rashid has taken 
part in several military 
training courses in the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces, includ- 


ing obtaining his para- 
troopers wings. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued on Tuesday 
appointing Prince Rashid, 
who graduated from the 
Royal Academy of Sand- 
hurst at Cambridge Uni- 
versity in November 
1997, as a second lieu- 
tenant in the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 



Red Crescent society plans ceremony to 
mark 50th anniversary in September 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Nation- 
al Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) will 
celebrate its golden anniversary in Sep- 
tember at a ceremony to be held under 
Royal patronage, according to Moham- 
mad Hadid, JNRCS president. 

Dr. Hadid said the JNRCS will present 
His Majesty King Hussein, the society’s 
honorary president, with its n-iwHal in 
recognition of his endeavours in human- 
itarian affairs, support for measures to 
guarantee human rights and h uman dig- 
nity and laying the foundation of democ- 
racy in Jordan. 

At the ceremony, numerous Jordanian 
and international personalities who have 
contributed to the society's services will 
be presented with golden, silver and 


bronze medals, according to Dr. Hadid. 

Referring to JNRCS operations, Dl 
H adid said that over the past SO years, the 
society has established a 125-bed hospi- 
tal financed by world governments and 
Red Crescent and Red Cross organisa- 
tions. 

The hospital has four operation the- 
atres, X-ray units, laboratories, and 24- 
hour outpatient emergency departments. 

In addition to the hospital, the JNRCS 
runs a vocational training centre for poor 
women offering them free of charge 
training in secretarial weak, computer 
skills, handicrafts and dressmaking. Dr. 
Hadid said the vocational courses 
accommodate 400 trainees annually. 

The society has 12 branches in Jordan 


providing free medical services financed 
by donor nations and organisations, he 

Dr. Hadid noted that in conjunction 
with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, the society runs programmes 
to explain international h umanitari an 
law. A special national committee has 
been set up to implement the law, he said. 

Dr. Hadid also pointed out that the 
JNRCS, which during the 1990 Gulf cri- 
sis provided humanitarian services to 
hundreds of thousands of refugees who 
converged on the Kingdom, continues to 
search for missing Jordanians and other 
nationals and co ntinues its h umanitarian 
services to the Palestinian people under 
Israeli occupation. 



FORMER PILOT RETURNS TO SKIES: Mohammad Ato’uL, a former pilot in the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force (RJAF) who was disabled In a plane accident in 1995, 
Tuesday gets ready to fly an RJAF training plane in implementation of an. order by 
His Majesty King Hussein (Petra photo) 


Joint Jordanian-British mapping 
project in Aqaba region completed 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Crown Prince praises 
taekwondo team 

AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan has 
congratulated the national 
Jordanian taekwondo team 
on their peribonance in the 
Third Asian Taekwondo 
Championship, which took 
place in Vietnam recently. In 
his cable to the tram, prince 
Hassan voiced appreciation 
of die individual members’ 
efforts, saying that Jordan 
took pride in their achieve- 
ment. The men won third 
place, while the women 
took ninth place and both 
bronze medals. 

22-year-old woman killed 
in murder-suicide 

YAJOUZ fJ.T.) — A 25- 
year-old man Tuesday 
opened fire on a 22-year-old 
female student from the 
Intermediate University 
College in Yajouz, near 
Amman, killing her instant- 
ly. The man then killed him- 
self. Eyewitnesses said the 
man had asked for the 
woman’s hand in marriage 
but her family turned him 
down. 

RJ aflows amateurs to 
use flffit simulator 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Tuesday raid 
it will allow amateur avia- 
tors to conduct flight simula- 
tions ul the Queen Alia 
International and Marka air- 
ports. according to the RJ 
deputy director general for 
training, Hassan Matar. The 
RJ decision aims to allow 
Jordanian and non-Jordan- 
ian amateurs to practise 
take-offs, landings, and 
communicating with towers 
and satellite stations, he said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — British 
Ambassador Christopher 
Battiscombe was briefed 
Tuesday by Aqaba Region 
Authority (ARA) Assistant 
Director for Technical 
Affairs Mohammad Balqar 
on how the ARA made use 
of the information provided 
from the recently completed 
"Thematic Mapping Pro- 
ject," according to a British 
embassy press release. 

The project, a cooperative 
one between the Natural 
Resources Authority and the 
British Geological Survey 
and financed by the British 
government's Department 
for International Develop- 
ment, was established to 
provide planning authorities 


and developers with up-to- 
date information on the nat- 
ural environment to help 
them make informed deci- 
sions on the development of 
any region and its natural 
resources on the basis of 
accurate and scientific data, 
the statement said. 

Examples of the way the 
maps and information can 
be of use to planners include 
guidance on the most suit- 
able land for construction, 
most suitable locations for 
quarries and tire establish- 
ment of protection zones 
around water wells. 

The project focuses on the 
greater Aqaba area in south 
Jordan as a trial which could 
be extended to other parts of 


the country. The project has 
established computer-based 
geographic information sys- 
tems and supporting data- 
bases that can be accessed 
by various sectors of the 
community, tbe announce- 
ment added. 

The greater Aqaba region 
has environmental concerns 
because the coastal develop- 
ment zone includes tourist 
sites as well as industrial 
and port complexes in close 
proximity to each other. Tbe 
methodologies and tech- 
niques developed during the 
project could be applied to 
other environmentally sen- 
sitive areas in Jordan, 
including Amman, it con- 
cluded. 


Seminar seeks to examine 100 
years of struggle over Palestine 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Recount- 
ing the history of the Arab- 
Isradi conflict, speakers & tbe 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun- 
dation yesterday traced the 
struggle over Palestine to the 
inception of Zionism 100 years 
ago. 

Prominent speakers from 
Jordan. Egypt and Palestine 
attending .the symposium 
marking 100 years of the con- 
flict and 50 years since the 
Palestinian nakhefa (catastro- 
phe) discussed the role of the 
Zionist movement in the cre- 
ation of Israel and the struggle 
with the Arab Wold as weD as 
the ensuing peace accords 
beginning with Camp David 
and extending to the post-Oslo 
period. 

One speaker; Abdul Wabab 
Massiri, who has been working 
on an encyclopaedia of Zion- 
ism few the past 15 years, stood 
out from the rest by offering a 
fresh interpretation of the ori- 
gins of the movement and a 
solution to the conflict. 

Dr Massiri. refuting the tra- 
ditional Jewish explanation of 
the creation of the Zionist 
movement, which portrays the 
birth of the ideology as a natur- 
al culmination of the Jewish 
people’s c ommo n snuggle, 
said Zi onism is part and parcel 
of the histoiy of Western civili- 
sation. 

Many of the participant s dis- 
agreed with Dl Massiri’s 


analysis disassociating 
Judaism from Sorrism, saying 
they were one and the same. 

But for there to be peace, Dl 
M assiri sad. Israel must shed 
its Zonist ideology. 

‘"We cannot expect any peace 
within the Zionist framework 
of injustice, intimidation and 
aggression,” Dl Massiri, a 
prominent- Egyptian thinker; 
saM. “We can move towards 
peace by removing the Zionist 
ideology from foe state of 
Israel” 

He stressed that stripping 
away this ideology “does not 

y pran annihilating or destroy- 
ing Israel or ab olishing foe 
Jewish or Israeli identity.” 

Instead, he asserted, it means 
foe creation of a “legal moral 
and political framework” that 
will remove the causes of ten- 
son and confrontation in foe 
region. 

In cxds - to reach (his goal Dl 
M assiri said, both Israelis and 
Palestinians must fulfil certain 
requirements that would lead 
to a multi-ethnic, multi-reli- 
gious state. 

Israel should repeal foe law 
of die “ri ght of return,” which 
allows any Jew in the wodd to 
come to Israel and obtain citi- 
zenship, haft setdement activity 
and accept all U.N. resolutions 
p e r t ainin g to foe conflict; and 
allow Palestinians the right of 
return, said Dl Massiri. 

For their part the Palestini- 


ans should announce that all 
Jews who were bom or grew 
up in Palestine are citizens c# 
the “new” stare. 

Ziad Abu Amc. member of 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) and professor at Bir Zeit 
University, noted that since the 
1978 Camp David Accords, 
which ended the stale of war 
between Egypt and Israel sev- 
eral g'grwfifam features of the 
conflict have emerged. 

Prominent among these is 
foe absence of foe military 
option for tbe Arab Wadd. One 
of foe main outcomes of the 
1973 war; he explained, was 
foe growing conviction in the 
Arab Wodd that Israel could 
not be defeated militarily. 

“ft is dear foal resuming to 
foe nriftaty option has become 
mere difficult since the signing 
of the bilateral peace accords,” 
Dl Abu Amr tdd the audience 
of pr o fessors, politicians and 
journalises. 

Until the Camp David 
accords, the Arabs shared a 
common view of foe resolution 
tothe Arab-Israeli conflict, he 
said. But since foe accords, 
there has been a marked lack of 
consensus both within tbe 

PalfsHnian ravnrniimty and tbe 

Arab Warid on the nature of 
the conflict and then option for 
addressing iL 

“[In] commemorating 50 
years since die Palestinian 
nakbeh~ there most be a 


review of die past half century 
Of foe struggle^, and rearticu- 
lating the Arab position 
towards EsraeJ and ZksHsm in 
light of foe past experience.” 
said Dl Abu Amr. 

According to Alt Jfflbawi 
from Bir Zeit University, lb? 
1993 Oslo peace accords 
between tbe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO) and 
Israel were a “significant polit- 
ical mistake" since they “frag- 
mented the Palestinian cause." 

In tiie Oslo accords, foe PLO 
gave Israel an equal role in 
deciding the fete of the Pales- 
tinians, said Dl Jar bawi. 

‘The Oslo understanding 
transformed the Palestinian 
cause from a struggle with 
international dimensions, 
under international law, to a 
bilateral local struggle negoti- 
ated between foe two directly 
concerned parties,” said Dl 
J arbawi. 

The seminar; which opened 
yesterday, brings together for- 
mer officials and a number of 
leading scholars. 

Topics for today and tomor- 
row include foe dangers of the 
Israeli military and nuclear 
capabilities for die Arab 
regional order, die pohtical, 
cultural and economic dimen- 
aons of the Arab-Isaeli con- 
flict, international law in die 
conflict, foe water dispute, and 
lessons of the snuggle and 
future challenges. 


Government approves amendments to 
legislation covering civil service operations 


By Dima HamHan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Tbe govern- 
ment on Tuesday approved 
amendments to legislation 
covering civil service opera- 
tions to help raise tbe effi- 
ciency of the over 125,000 
state employees and fight 
incompetence plaguing pub- 
lic departments. 

Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassam 
Emoush told the Jordan 
Times that tbe changes 
would also ensure the rights 
of many of the employees, 
including if they willingly 
decide to retire early or are 
asked to do so by foe minis- 
ter. 

Under the current system, 
any employee who decides 
to retire early oris pushed to 
leave does not get a pension. 

“If the minister asks 
him/her to leave, then tbe 
employee will still be paid 
50 per cent of his/her salary. 
But if he/sbe requests retire- 
ment, then they will not get 
any compensation,” said Dl 
Emoush, an Islamist 
reformer who took over die 
post in a government reshuf- 
fle in March. 

Other amendments includ- 
ed reducing tbe probationary 
period from five years to a 
maximum of three before 
any civil employee is for- 
mally appointed to the job 
and promoting an employee 
after a maximum of eight 
years instead of 15 provided 


there is a vacancy to fill 

The changes also stripped 
foe prime minister of die 
right to t erminate foe 
employment of staff on gov- 
ernment contract. 

‘These used to be excep- 
tional cases that will not 
exist anymore and every 
employee on a government 
contract will follow the law 
governing the Social Secup?. 
ty Corporation instead of die 
state law dealing with retire- 
ment,” Dl Emoush’ said. 

He said temporary 
employees hired for a specif- 
ic project should quit once it 
is over “in order to prevent 
an accumulation of staff in 
foe government apparatus ” 

Dr. Emoush said a national 
seminar will be held soon to 
discuss plans for a two-day 
weekend for government 
employees instead of the 
current one day before a final 
decision is mule. 

According to a poll com- 
missioned by his ministry, 
over 75 per cent of state 
employees said they were in 
favour of taking a two-day 
vacation on Thursday and 
Friday in return for working 
one extra hour during normal 
weekdays. 

Biday is currently the 
national weekend. 

The study sparked a 
national controversy with 
opposition coming from foe 
private sector and the Cham- 
ber of Industry on the 
grounds that Jordan would 
lose four days of contact 


with foe West, which takes 
Saturday and Sunday off. 

The Inter national Mone- 
tary Fund and die World 
Bank, directing economic 
refrains launched in 1989, 
have long demanded that 
Jordan's civil service be 
t rimm ed to help reduce the 
budget deficit and improve 
government performance. 

-Qvt successive*, gavenj*. 
meats have shunned the’ 
politically-sensitive^opc^ 
als fearing they - would lea tr 
to popular discontent in a 
country facing soaring 
poverty and unemployment. 

Dr. Emoush has been push- 
ing far the merger of min- 
istries to trim foe overall 
number from around 25 to 
18 as part of efforts to cut 
state spending and raise the 
efficiency of the public sec- 
tor: 

He said incompetence 
resulted mainly from local 
concerns over unemploy- 
ment and lack of objectivity 
in employing civil servants. 

“The nature of our society 
sometimes compels us to 
take decisions based cm 
h umanitarian aspects rather 
than logical reasons,” Dr. 
Emoush said. 

“Now, with the new eco- 
nomic reforms and privatisa- 
tion, we expect to see a solu- 
tion coming from private 
investments.” 

He said foe government 
was trying hard to limit to a 
minim um any new appoint- 
ments in state posts. 


The opposition has long 
accused many gover nm ent 
officials and deputies of 
exercising nepotism and 
favouritism and of employ- 
ing staff from their home- 
towns to exercise then- 
power of patronage. 

Dl Emoush said his min- 
istry had proposed to super- 
vise the Civil Service Com- 
; mission (CSC) and the Con- 
trol and Inspection Depait- 
„-ment (CID) .instead of the 
■ 'prime minister 

Tt is not a battle for con- 
trol but we are seeking to 
formulate a comprehensive 
administrative apparatus.” 
The CSC receives applica- 
tions for all government 
posts and devises plans to 
improve the performance of 
government staff, while tbe 
CID ensures (hat govern- 
ment departments adhere to 
their budgets and that their 
staff cany out their jobs 
properly. 

Eft; Emoush said His 
Majesty King Hussein had 
approved a request by his 
ministry to award prizes for 
administrative excellence, 
“We can’t talk about 
administrative development 
by merely demanding that 
employees improve them- 
selves. We must offer incen- 
tives. This is how the idea of 
the prize was bom,” he said. 

Dl Emoush said technical 
details of the prize, including 
its criteria, eligible candi- 
dates and its nature, were 
still being discussed. 


| what’s going on 
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Religious leaders, sociologists examine issue of raising legal marriage age 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Religious leaders 
and sociologists joined Jordanian 
women activists on Tuesday in a 
nationwide campaign to raise the 
legal age of marriage to 18 to 
ensure solid families. 

Current legislation allows 
females to many at the age of 15 
and men at 16, one factor sociolo- 
gists have blamed for rising 
divorce rates. 

Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Izzeddin KhatibTamimi asked the 
participants of a two-day work- 
shop on “Marriage Age” to con- 
duct a balanced dialogue to come 
up with a just conclusion “and to 
stay away from extremism in 
order to serve citizens, families 
and our nation." 

Sheikh Tamimi, who is also His 
Majesty King Hussein’s advisor 
on religious affairs, told the par- 
ticipants that he “was not excited 
about foe idea of specifying a 
legal marriage age.” 

Jordanian Women's Union 
(JWU) President Amneh Zou’bi 
said foe rapid changes at foe 
social level “did not get the need- 
ed change in our Arab laws.” 


“That is why we are targeting 
this issue, because it is tbe basis of 
building a healthy family and 
building a healthy society,” Ms. 
Zou’bi stated. 

Ms. Zou’bi pointed out that the 
campaign saw the light of day 
because of the support of several 
national and international organi- 
sations such as foe Friedrich Nau- 
raann Foundation (FNFj, foe Jor- 
danian National Committee for 
Women (JNCW), intellectuals 
and columnists. 

In his address, FNF Regional *' 
Representative for Jordan and 
Lebanon Ulrich Vogt said “open- 
ing a dialogue on such a sensitive 
issue is, in my point of view, a real 
opportunity.” 

“Such experiences will also 
enrich experiences of the Euro- 
pean civil society, and our role is 
to link foe communication 
between tbe civil European and 
Arab societies ” be added. 

Supporters of the proposal have 
pointed out that since 18 is con- 
sidered foe minimum age of foe 
exercise of most political and civil 
rights, such as voting, the same 
criterion should be applied to 
marriage. 

Furthermore, doctors and social 


workers warn that early marriages 
could also make birth spacing, foe 
first government-promoted 
method for containing Jordan’s 
high growth population rate, less 
effective. 

During Tuesday’s session, 
experts in this field presented five 
working papers tadding foe issue. 

Sharia (Islamic law) Judge 
Samer Qubaj, who presented a 
paper entitled “Marriage Age and 
tbe Application at Sharia Courts,” 
stressed that it is a social issue 
rather than a legal issue. 

“The civil law is clear about the 
marriage age, but we still see con- 
tradictions in applying foe law. I 
have encountered many cases in 
which women came to me claim- 
ing they were forced into marry- 
ing at an early stage,” Judge 
Qubaj stated. 

He concluded his paper tty sug- 
gesting that participants should 
“focus on awareness, advice and 
guidance" as much as on chang- 
ing tbe law. 

In his paper. “Islam’s Position 
on Early Marriages,” University 
of Jordan Sharia Professor Mah- 
moud Saitawi said that in order to 
ensure a solid family and fewer 
divorces, “we should adopt the 


Hanafi sect's teachings, which 
state that tbe age of marri a g e 
should be 18 for males and 17 for 
females.” 

“Young couples will not be able 
to handle their families property, 
and that is why we are witnessing 
many divorces among couples of 
young age. in addition to the 
health dangers young women 
encounter during their pregnan- 
cies,” Dr. Saitawi said. 

Nawal Faouri, who was foe first 
women to be elected to the Shura 
Council of the Islamic Action 
Front, echoed Dl Sartawi’s views 
in her paper, entitled “Early Mar- 
riages: Yesterday and Today,” 
saying that “we should resort to 
dialogue and a clear understand- 
ing of our Islamic religion.” 

Sociologist Hilmi Sari pointed 
out foe dangers females encounter 
if they are married at an cariy age, 

describing it as “rape of women’s 
awareness and knowledge.” 

“If women are married at an 
early age, they will be deprived of 

education. The result is that these 
women will pass on their igno- 
rance to their children, and this 
will allow their husbands to 
m a n i pul a t e their destiny and sta- 
tus, which results in divorce," Dr. 


Sari said. 

Attorney Mazen Ersheidat criti- 
cised foe Civil Law, stating that 
foe “legislation concerning mar- 
riage age is a violation of human 
lights and the international con- 
ventions on human rights.” 

“Jordanian civil law stipulates 
that the marriage age is different 
than the age of puberty, and this in 
itself is a violation of human 
rights conventions, which state 
that the age of puberty and mar- 
riage are foe same,” Any. Ershei- 
dat said. 

Recent reports have indicated 
that early marriages are among 
the leading causes of divorce. The 
reports stated that 86 per cent of 
divorces occur among couples 
who married before reaching the 
age of 21. 

During today ’s session, foe par- 
ticipants wifl discuss a paper enti- 
tled 'The Negative Health Effects 
of Early Marriages” and wifl lis- 
ten to testimonies of individuals 
who were married or were forced 
into marriage at an early age. . . ;: j 

The recommendations of the 
seminar will be - referred to foe 
JNCW, which will formulate an 
official proposal to foe govern- 
ment. 
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India demands to join 
exclusive nuclear club 


NEW DELHI (AFP> — 
India Tuesday demanded 
entry to the exclusive club 
of nuclear weapon powers 
and insisted it would not 
buckle under the weighr of 
condemnation which has 
greeted its nuclear tests. 

“We are a nuclear 
weapons state and the inter- 
national community should 
address us on these terras 
said Defence Minister 
George Fernandes, quoted 
by the Times of India. 

Mr. Fernandes criticised 
the 1968 Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty — 
which defines Britain. 
China. France, Russia and 
the United States as 
declared nuclear states — 
for creating an exclusive 
club whose aim is to pre- 
serve their own nuclear 
hegemony. 

“The countries criticising 
us have themselves con- 
ducted several tests and 
possess many bombs" he 
added. 

India's Hindu nationalist 
government shows no signs 
of moderating its defiant 
stand to last week’s sur- 
prise testing of five nuclear 
devices, including a ther- 
monuclear bomb. 

Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee is to pay a 
high-profile visit the 
Pokhran test site in the 
northwestern desert 

Wednesday to give person- 
al thanks to the test team. 

Two senior ministers 
lashed out at Pakistan and 
China Monday, accusing 
the neighbouring countries 
of having hostile designs 
on India. 

The government stand 
received strong media sup- 
port Tuesday, with many 
editorials railing against 
what they perceived as the 
hypocrisy of the reactions 


of the “big five” powers. 

“America and the other 
four must now sit up and 
take notice. India has 
blown open the doors of the 
club.” said The Statesman. 

’“Junk the current treaties 
and start talking universal 
disarmament. The world 
had five nuclear powers. 
Now it has six. It doesn't 
need any.” said the papers 
editorial. 

The Pioneer said the 
underground tests of five 
nuclear bombs had marked 
a “quantum leap” forward 
for India, adding that the 
big five had no option but 
to change their “ostrich- 
like attitude.” 


“India is now a nuclear 
weapons state, whether the 
other five nuclear weapons 
states accept it or not.*' said 
the paper. 

The international com- 
munity reacted furiously to 
the surprise tests on May 
11 and 13, with the United 
States and Japan imposing 
substantial economic sanc- 
tions. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, and the other lead- 
ers of the Group of Eight 
(G8) industrialised nations, 
demanded India cease all 
nuclear testing and sign up 
immediately the 1996 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). 


‘U.S. may fail to impose 
sanctions on India ’ 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The United States is unlikely to 
succeed in passing a resolution at the World Bank to 
impose sanctions against India for its nuclear tests, a for- 
mer senior official of the bank said Tuesday. 

The United States, Japan and Germany — which have 
imposed varying sanctions against India — possess only 
31.02 per cent of the votes, said former executive director 
of the World Bank, H.N. Ray. 

Countries in favour of India hold 45 per cent of votes, 
while those likely to abstain hold 23 per cent, he added. 

“I do not think that the U.S. and like-minded countries 
will command a majority in the World Bank to ensure the 
passage of a resolution* Mr. Ray said while delivering a 
lecture on the World Bank. 

However he did not disclose the names of the nations 
which may favour India. 

“Some of the nations are represented in the World Bank 
as a group and in case differences arise between them, then 
that bloc will stay neutral. 

“While Canada as a country will in all probability go 
together with the U.S., others may oppose it, compelling 
the group to stay neutral,” Mr. Ray said 

U.S. President Bill Clinton last week ordered tough sanc- 
tions on India. Japan, India’s largest donor, joined in by 
suspending its 3.5 billion yen ($26 million) annual grant 
aid and development aid estimated at $1 billion. 

Seven other countries have imposed smaller measures, 
including Germany which has frozen fresh development 
aid. 


But the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP, Indian People’s 
Party) has rejected the 
treaty as discriminatory' to 
those outside the declared 
nuclear club, and has 
rebuffed pressure to sign. 

Jaswant Singh, a close 
aide to Mr. Vajpayee, said 
Monday that India was pre- 
pared tO hold “meaningful 
discussions” on member- 
ship of the CTBT. but only 
as long as its reservations 
were taken into account. 

The Times of India 
Tues day dismissed the 
CTBT as unworkable, say- 
ing India, Pakistan and 
Israel — considered unde- 
clared nuclear powers — 
were unable to go public 
without violating the treaty. 

“The present internation- 
al security paradigm of the 
five nuclear weapon pow- 
ers keeping their own arse- 
nals while denouncing 
those of the other three pos- 
sessors of the weapons is 
becoming increasingly 
untenable,” it said. 

The media and govern- 
ment officials also 
expressed satisfaction that 
India was getting its mes- 
sage across as many coun- 
tries declined to follow the 
U.S. lead by imposing 
sanctions. 

“The blatant unjustifiabil- 
ity of the Big Five retaining 
their monopoly of nuclear 
weapons while loftily 
advising others to refrain 
from acquiring them is 
slowly being realised,’* said 
The Hindustan Times. 

The G8 leaders declined 
to impose joint sanctions 
on India at their weekend 
summit, despite U.S. pres- 
sure, and European Union 
development ministers 
agreed Monday not to iso- 
late New Delhi. 
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China says European 
Parliament resolutions 
a regrettable obstacle 


U.S. couple spotted 
after disappearance’ 


BEIJING ( AFP) — Beijing 
Tuesday blasted European 
Parliament resolutions on 
Tibet and alleged organ- 
trafficking in China as 
“placing a regrettable 
obstacle" in the way of 
improving Sino-European 
relations. 

An editorial in the official 
China Daily described the 
two resolutions, adopted 
last Thursday, as “attacking 
China.” 

They “maliciously slan- 
der China as trafficking in 
organs of condemned pris- 
oners and brazenly inter- 
fere in China's internal 
affairs by suggesting the 
naming of an EU 
(European Union) special 
representative for Tibet and 
urging the U.N. to appoint a 
special rapporteur for 
Tibet." it said. 

“The accusation of the 
sale of human organs is 
sheer fabrication ... It is 
obvious that this slandering 
is spread on purpose by 
some people who bear ill 
feelings towards China.” 
the editorial said. 

On the Tibet resolution, it 
said: “China will not toler- 
ate any action that intends 
to infringe upon China’s 
sovereignty." 

It said there had been sig- 
nificant progress in Sino- 
EU ties since the end of last 
year, citing vows of a long- 
term partnership by 
Premier Zhu Rongji and 
EU leaders at a London 
summit in April. 


• “We hope the EU will 
cherish the hard-earned 
improvements in Sino-EU 
relations and stop making 
unwise moves that may 
endanger bilateral ties,” the 
editorial said. 

Beijing blasted the U.S. 
cabinet’s decision last year 
to appoint its own coordi- 
nator for Tibet as gross 
interference in China’s 
internal affairs. 

Chinese troops seized 
control of the Himalayan 
region in 1951, and its tra- 
ditional theocratic ruler, the 
Dalai Lama, fled into exile 
eight years later following a 
failed anti-Chinese upris- 
ing. 

While every country in 
the world formally recog- 
nises Beijing’s sovereignty 
over the region, the Dalai 
Lama's campaign for 
Tibetan autonomy has won 
international .. sympathy. 
The spiritual leader was 
awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Peace in 1989. 

The Chinese government 
has repeatedly denied 
charges that officials in the 
country systematically har- 
vest organs of executed 
convicts for profit, saying 
such practices are specifi- 
cally prohibited by Chinese 
law. 

China carries out more 
death penalties than any 
other country. According to 
figures from Amnesty 
International, it executed an 
average of 17 people each 
day in 1996. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The mys- 
tery disappearance of an 
American couple while scuba 
diving off the Great Barrier 
Reef has deepened after an 
Australian woman reported 
seeing them after they went 
missing. 

U.S. Peace Corps volunteers 
Tom Lonergan. 34. and his 
wife Eileen, 28. vanished dur- 
ing a diving trip to Sl Crispin 
Reef, off the tropical 
Australian east coast city of 
Caims on Jan. 25. 

But the couple, both experi- 
enced scuba divers who had 
been working in Fiji before 
their trip to Australia, were not 
reported missing by organisers 
of the diving trip for two days. 

Businesswoman Jeanette 
Bren mall, who owns the 
Jungle Bookshop in the resort 
town of Port Douglas, north of 
Caims, said Tuesday that she 
had told police a couple she 
believed to be the Lonergans 
came into her shop on Jan. 27 
to buy maps. 

“They said they were here on 
holidays and had been working 
in Fiji That was unusual 
because Americans usually go 
to Fiji on holidays.” Ms. 
BrenmaU told reporters. 

She said she had noticed they 
paid for their purchase, a map 
of Cape York Peninsula and the 
Northern Territory and six 
postcards, with Australian dol- 
lars. “American tourists usual- 
ly use American Express, trav- 
ellers cheques or Bankcards.” 
she said. 

A photograph shown to her 
* by police bore a striking simi- 
larity id the couple, although 
their hair had looked lighter 
than in the photograph, she 


said. 

“But, yeah. They looked like 
the people in the photograph.” 

Ms. Brenmali said the couple 
had not been at ease in her 
shop. The woman had “kept 
her eyes averted which was 
unusual. Usually Americans 
are up front and want to tell 
you their life stories.” 

Australian police have con- 
ducted an extensive investiga- 
tion into the disappearance 
which aroused intense rumour 
and speculation. A report was 
sent to the coroner who will 
decide whether to recommend 
an inquiry. 

A large air and sea search 
was unable to find the missing 
tourists, but items of diving 
gear were found washed 
ashore on remote, crocodile- 
infested beaches. 

The appearance of the equip- 
ment. some of which appeared 
to have been deliberately disas- 
sembled. led to speculation 
that they faked their own dis- 
appearance. 

The mystery intensified after 
Eileen Lonergan's personal 
diaries were found to include 
references to her husband 
wanting to kill himself while 
diving and taking his wife with 
him. 

The Queensland state gov- 
ernment said in January that 
Outer Edge Dive, the company 
which organised the 
Loneigans’ diving trip would 
be charged over the disappear- 
ance. Under state law. the oper- 
ators face a large fine and or 
jail. 

Police today refused to com- 
ment on the new develop- 
ments, as the matter was before 
the coroner. 



Using a hidden camera, the Canadian Television Network captured footage of what it said was Chinese police offi- 
cers unc uffin g a cr iminal suspect from a window gate after beating him in Shanghai in April 1998. Officers at the 
Lu Wan Police Station maintained It was against the law to extract forced confessions. International human rights 
groups have charged that police torture is widespread in China and that criminal suspects are held for long peri- 
ods without trial (Reuters photo) 

Canadian television shows secret film 
of Chinese police beating suspects 


TORONTO (AFP) — A 
harrowing film allegedly 
showing Shanghai police 
beating suspects inside a 
police station was shown 
here by CTV. a national 
English-language televi- 
sion network. 

The network said 
Monday it had used a hid- 
den camera to film the 
beatings and claimed this 
was the first time such pic- 
tures had been taken of 
police interrogation in 
China. 

CTV’s Beijing reporter,- 
Holly Doan, said the film- 


ing was in the second floor 
of a building in a Shanghai 
alley. 

The film opens with a 
shot, from the street of the 
back view of a man hand- 
cuffed to the bars of a win- 
dow. 

A shot of another man in 
a similar position is also 
shown. 

CTV executives in 
Toronto were unable to 
provide details of how the 
film was shot — apart from 
saying it was with a hidden 
camera — or what type of 
microphone was used to 


capture the sounds of a man 
having his face slapped and 
his interrogator shouting 
questions at him. 

Most of the footage is of 
the back of one man. lean- 
ing forward with his hands 
cuffed to the bars of a win- 
dow. It appeared that both 
the camera and the micro- 
phone were at street level 
just outside the building 
where the prisoners were 
being interrogated. 

At first, he is apparently 
punched in the stomach 
several times, later he is 
clearly having his face 


slapped. Doan said he was 
unshackled after a 15- 
minute briefing. 

Talking over the sound, 
Doan said the interrogator 
was shouting: “Will you 
talk, or not.” 

Doan said the prisoners 
were “shackled day and 
night” 

CTV said the filmed evi- 
dence would likely be an 
embarrassment for Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien who 
has carried out a policy of 
rapprochement with China 
since first coming to power 
in 1993. 


Guatemala sends 600 soldiers to fight fires 


GUATEMALA CITY 
(AFP) — Some 650 
Guatemalan soldiers were 
sent to the country's north 
Monday to help fight jungle 
fires consuming an environ- 
mentally critical region, an 
army spokeswoman said. 

The soldiers were set to 
join some 1,500 firefight- 
ers, environmental special- 
ists and volunteers battling 
the fires, which have con- 
tributed to a haze blanket- 
ing parts of Central 
America, Mexico and the 
United States. 

Presidential spokesman 
Ricardo de la Torre said the 
firefighters are facing an 
uphill battle because the 
terrain is parched and tem- 
peratures are soaring to 40 


degrees Celsius. 

Guatemala was awaiting 
the arrival of two firefight- 
ing specialists from the 
United States as well as 
four helicopters from the 
U.S. Southern Command 
based in Florida. 

A Guatemalan environ- 
mental commission esti- 
mates that the fires already 
have blackened some 
65,000 hectares. 

Earlier Monday in 
Honduras, aviation officials 
reopened the nation’s air- 
ports to international traffic 
after haze from wildfires 
there shifted south. 

German Blanco, a weath- 
er forecaster for Honduras’ 
Civil Aviation Agency, said 
the haze had lifted from 


Tegucigalpa because of a 
high pressure area in the 
Gulf of Mexico but he 
expected the reprieve to be 
temporary. 

Wildfires raging through- 
out Central America and 
Mexico have cast a haze 
over the region, causing 
health alerts and airport clo- 
sures. “This is a new phe- 
nomenon that happened last 
year in Singapore, 
Indonesia and Malaysia.” 
Mr. Blanco said. 

In Nicaragua, aviation 
officials announced they 
were closing the airport in 
the capital because of low 
visibility due to the smoke 
from brush fires. In Mexico, 
where haze covers most of 
the that nation's nearly two 


million square kilometres, 
officials extended a health 
alert for three more days. 

Residents of the sprawl- 
ing capital, who are accus- 
tomed to Mexico City’s 
throat-searing smog, were 
warned to stay away from 
outdoor activities. 

Environment Minister Julia 
Carabias said the current 
environmental crisis is 
Mexico’s worse in 70 years, 
with more than 9,000 forest 
fires record so far this year. 
The fires throughout 
Central America and 
Mexico are mostly caused 
by slash and burn agricul- 
tural practices compounded 
by a severe drought linked 
to El Nino. 


Chicago hospital changes 
policy after boy’s death 


CHICAGO (R) — A pol- 
icy that only ambulances 
rescue patients was 
changed Monday after 
hospital workers’ failed 
to help a 15 -year-old boy 
as he lay bleeding only 
steps from a Chicago 
hospital. 

Frustrated police offi- 
cers who were waiting 
for an ambulance finally 
carried the wounded boy, 
Christopher Sercye, into 
Ravenswood Hospital 
after waiting precious 
minutes Saturday night, 
but he died a short time 
later. 

Witnesses at the scene 
said hospital emergency 
workers refused to come 


to Sercye’s aid despite 
pleas, quoting hospital 
rules. 

Ravenswood Hospital 
President John Blair 
defended the workers at 
a Monday news confer- 
ence, but later said the 
policy that prevented 
caregivers setting foot 
outside the hospital to 
offer help would be 
changed. 

Three suspected gang 
members were arrested 
and charged in the shoot- 
ing! which occurred 
while Sercye was play- 
ing basketball in the 
alley behind the hospital 
with friends. 


Clinton lied under 
oath, McDougal says 
in posthumous book 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
7- President Bill Clinton 
lied when he testified 
under oath in a bank 
fraud trial in 1996, a key 
figure in the Whitewater 
scandal says in a new 
book released Monday 
and reviewed by The 
Washington Post. 

In “Arkansas Mischief,” 
Jim McDougal, a busi- 
nessman who died while 
in prison last March, says 
that Mr. Clinton commit- 


land deal in Arkansas that 
led to an independent 
investigation, said Mr. 
Clinton borrowed 

$25,000 from his institu- 
tion but later denied it 
under oath. 

McDougal also charges 
that Mr. Clinton agreed to 
pardon his wife, who was 
implicated in the loan 
case, the report said. 

Susan McDougal is in 


Family of jailed Chinese journalist in the dark over possible release 


that Mr. Clinton commit- prison for fraud. She also 
ted penury when he was is serving a separate 18- 
^ 1996 to . month jail term for refus- 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
family of imprisoned 
Chinese journalist Gao Yu 
denied repons Tuesday 
that they were in negotia- 
tions with authorities over 
her early release on med- 
ical parole. 

“There has been no 
improvement, we have 
heard nothing from the 
authorities,” Gao’s son. 


Zhao Meng told AFP. 

“We are still hoping for 
medical parole, but the 
authorities have always 
insisted that my mother 
confesses her crimes first 
and she will not agree to 
do that,” he said. 

The Hong Kong media 
reported Tuesday that 
Gao, 54, was likely to be 
released before the arrival 


of U.S. President Bill 
Ginton at the end of June. 

Reports quoted sources 
in Beijing as saying 
Chinese authorities have 
approved medical parole 
for Gao as long as she fol- 
lows in the footsteps of 
dissidents Wei Jingsheng 
and Wang Dan and 
accepts exile in the 
United States. 


They said negotiations 
with the family were 
under way to agree on the 
exact terms, 

Gao was arrested in 
October 1993 and sen- 
tenced a year later to six 
years’ imprisonment for 
“divulging state secrets” 
overseas when she 
worked for the Hong 
Kong newspapers Mirror 


Monthly and Chinese 
Overseas Daily. 

She had already spent 
14 months in prison after 
the 1989 crackdown on 
pro-democracy protesters 
in Tiananmen Square. 

Last month, a dozen 
members of the France- 
based Reporters Sans 
Fronti&res were arrested 
after they scattered 


leaflets calling for Gao’s 
release in front of the 
hotel where Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji was 
giving an address during 
his official visit to France. 

Last year, she won the 
prestigious UNE- 
SCO/Guillermo Cano 
prize for freedom of the 
press. 


called in 1996 to testify 
m McDougal ’s trial cen- 
tring on a fraudulent loan 
from convicted business- 
man David Hale, the Post 
said in its Tuesday edi- 
tion. 

Mr. Clinton testified by 
videotape that he did not 
discuss the loan, 
McDougal says in the 
book that the president 
did. 

McDougal, who along 
with his wife, Susan. 
ow jteti a failed savings 
and loan institution at the 
heart of the Whitewater 


ing to testify before a 
grand jury in September 
1996. 

David Kendall, Mr. 
Clinton’s attorney, told 
the Post that McDougaTs 
accusation that the presi* 
dent lied is false. 

“There’s no point in 
responding to each of the 
other scurrilous false- 
hoods in McD^ifg®j. ,s 
book, however much they 
may hype sales,” M*- 
Kendall is quoted as say- 
ing. 
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World News 

Thailand, U.S. begin 
joint military exercise 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Same' 17,000 Thai and 
United States troops 
began annual wargames 
hei*-^ Tuesday, despite 
severe budgetary con- 
straints which have bitten 
deep, into Thailand’s mili- 
tary machine. 

T Tie launch of the exer- 
cise. codenamed “Cobra 
GokT, in Thailand’s west- 
ern Kancbanburi province 
was. attended by Thai 
supreme commander 
General Mongkol 

Arapprnpisit and U.S. 
Ambassador William Itoh. 

“As in -the past, we still 
face challenges, today 


those arising in time of 
budget cuts and regional 
economic uncertainty,” 
Mr. Itoh said in a speech 
at the launch ceremony. 

Thailand said earlier it 
could only shoulder one 
fifth of the cost of the 
exercise, or 21 million 
baht (5550,000) due to the 
economic crisis which has 
seen the military's budget 
slashed by a about quarter. 

The Thai military 
recently admitted to heavy 
overspending during the 
decade-long economic 
boom, and has cancelled 
several major weapons 
purchases, including a 


squadron of U.S.-built 
F/A-18 Fighter jets. 

Some 10.600 U.S. 
troops and 6.250 Thais 
soldiers, along aircraft 
and ships will, train here 
until June 1, in what U.S. 
officials have said is one 
of the largest exercises 
involving American 
forces anywhere in the 
world. 

The annual wargames 
have been held here each 
year since 1 982. except in 
1993 when Washington 
protested against a bloody 
crackdown on student pro- 
democracy protests the 
previous year. 
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El Nino brings chaos 
to Himalayan climbers 
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KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
The El Nino climatic effect, 
which has blazed an apoca- 
lyptic trail of drought, for- 
est fires and severe floods 
across the globe, is now 
being blamed for 
Himalayan avalanches that 
swept six climbers to their 
deaths. 

Nepal's mountains are 
traditionally packed in 
spring as mountaineers try 
to conquer some of the 
world's most fearsome 
peaks. 

But this year, pre-mon- 
soon rains whipped up by 
El Nino have brought 
unseasonally low tempera- 
tures, high winds, deadly 
blizzards, poor visibility 
and sudden avalanches. 

Many climbers have had 
their plans disrupted — 
expeditions to the world's 
tallest peak, the 8,$48- 
metre-hieb Mount Everest 
have., .been particularly 
badly hit. 

Even without the El Nino 
effect, sudden changes in 
conditions and murderous 
winds can cause havoc in 
the range where, two years 
ago this month. 12 climbers 
were killed on Everest. 

E3 Nino, which occurs 
every three or so years, 
involves a warming of the 
upper Pacific Ocean, alter- 
ing climatic conditions 
around the world, causing 
drought in Asia and 


extreme flooding in the 
Americas. 

The latest climbing deaths 
in Nepal came to light 
Monday. Two Japanese 
climbers were killed and 
three suffered severe frost- 
bite after scaling the 
world's third tallest summit. 
Mount Kanchanjunga. 

Nepal's Tourism Ministry 
said Atsushi Shiina, 28, and 
Kenzo Akasaka, 30. died 
last Friday while descend- 
ing with eight other 
Japanese climbers from the 
summit of the 8,586-metre 
Kanchanjunga. 

Three who suffered 
severe frostbite were taken 
down by sherpas. 

The bad weather stopped 
a rescue helicopter landing 
to pickup 31 -year-old team 
leader Taro Tanigawa, 
Masakazu Oku da. 32. and 
Kenta Hirose. 28. They 
were eventually flown back 
to Kathmandu from the 
basecamp. 

The first climbing deaths 
of the year in Nepal 
occurred on April 25 when 
a sheipa was swept away by 
an avalanche on 8,091- 
metre-high Mount 

Annapurna. 

On May 1, Papandreou 
Nikos, 44, a Greek busi- 
nessman slipped 1,500 
metres to his death on 
Mount Dhaulagiri. 

French mountaineer 
Chantal Mauduit and a top 


Nepalese sherpa, Ang 
Tshering, were also killed 
on Mount Dhaulagiri. Their 
bodies were found at the 
weekend. 

Dhaulagiri is considered a 
killer peak — technically 
difficult to scale and 
avalanche prone — and has 
claimed the lives of more 
than 32 climbers from dif- 
ferent nations. 

Four teams are currently 
attempting to climb Everest 
via the southeast ridge 
route. Two are from the 
U.S. and the others are from 
Norway and Singapore. 

They have been held back 
for nearly two weeks due to 
bad weather, a tourism min- 
istry official said. 

Bui after a slight improve- 
ment in conditions Sunday 
the teams started to inch 
their way to the summit. 

Among the climbers is 
Tom Whittaker, a 49-vear- 
old professor from Arizona 
who lost a right leg in a car 
accident. 

It will be Whittaker's 
third attempt to conquer 
Everest. In 1995 he reached 
27,500 feet on the North 
Ridge but could not make it 
to the top. His First attempt 
was in 1991. 

The bad weather condi- 
tions have struck over a 
dozen other expeditions 
heading for various peaks 
and many have been forced 
to abandon their attempts. 


Novelty seekers with sweet 
tooth alcoholism candidates 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
Novelty seekers with sweet 
teeth may be prime candi- 
dates for alcoholism, 
according to research 
released Tuesday that 
authors said could pave the 
way for a highly accurate 
rest for the debilitating dis- 
ease. 

“No other diagnostic test 
for alcoholism shows such 
results,” Alexey Kampov- 
Polevoy. study leader and 
research fellow at the 
University of North 
Carolina, said in a news 
release. 

The two-part test, a per- 
sonality questionnaire and a 
“sweer test." accurately 
lagged alcoholism in 85 per 
cent of the 78 men tested. 
Mr. Kampov-Polevoy said. 

But the promising formu- 
la, which could pave the 
way for an easy-to-adminis- 
test of the risk of devel- 


oping alcoholism, has a 
quirk, said Mr. Kampov- 
Polevoy, who is with the 
University’s Bowles Centre 
for Alcohol Studies in 
Chapel Hill. 

The impulsive, dessert 
lovers in the study tested 
high for alcohol dependen- 
cy only if they had a con- 
flicting personality trait — 
a simultaneous need to 
avoid harm, he said. 

“You might say that the 
5 weet- liking alcoholic is a 
person who might love to 
sky dive but is afraid to go 
to the aeroplane,” Mr. 
Kampov-Polevoy said. 

Novelty seekers are 
impulsive, while danger 
dodgers suffer from 
depression and anxiety, he 
said. 

“The combination of a 
preference for strong plea- 
surable stimuli (sweets) 
with impaired control of 


impulses puls that person in 
trouble," he said. 

The team published its 
findings this week in a jour- 
nal entitled “Alcoholism: 
Clinical and Experimental 
Research”. 

The test sample included 
52 men who had never been 
diagnosed as alcoholics and 
26 who were recovering 
from the disease, the uni- 
versity said. 

The school said its 
researchers completed relat- 
ed work in animals and 
humans. 

In one study, 65 per cent 
of alcoholics given five 
sugar solutions preferred 
the most concentrated one, 
which was three times 
sweeter than regular cola, 
the university said. 

Only 16 per cent of the 
nonalcoholics wanted the 
sweetest solution, the 
school said. 


Texas executes man for murder 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A U.S. man convicted of 
rnitt dermg a store cashier as 
* teenager was executed 
in Texas, prison 
officials said. 

Robot Anthony Carter, 
wfao spent more than 
oalf . of his life in prison, was 
52J®ced to dead) in March 
'^2 for having killed a 
during a hold-up in 
Houston eight months earli- 

kwas the second time in a 
that Texas has exe- 
^ a man sentenced to 
[Jafr foe a crime he com- 
while a minor. 


He was executed at 6:25 
p.m. local time (2325 GMT) 
by lethal injection in 
Huntsville. Texas, after eat- 
ing a last meal of fish, 
French fries, orange juice 
and chocolate cake. 

“I’m going to a better 
place,” were his last words, 
according to prison official 
Larry Fitzgerald. 

Last week. Amnesty 
International wrote to 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl to ask him to intervene 
on Carter’s behalf when he 
met U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Germany. 

Tbe human rights associa- 


tion stressed that the con- 
demned man was physically 
ill and noted that putting to 
deaih young delinquents 
flies in the face of numerous 
international human rights 
conventions. 

On April 22. Texas 
ignored calls for clemency 
from Pope John Paul fl. 
among others, and executed 
Joseph Cannon, 3S, for a 
murder committed when be 
was 17. 

A third man in the same 
situation, Napoleon 

Beazley, now 21, is due to 
be executed May 26 for the 
murder of an adolescent 
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Prince Ranariddh 
endorses election boycott 


This oil on canvas portrait 'Napoleon at 
Fontainbleau’, is part of an array of property relat- 
ing to the military career of Napoleon Bonaparte 
that were to be offered for sale by Christie's auction 
house in New York May 19. The portrait is rrom the 
workshop of Paul Delarocbe and was estimated to 
fetch between $20,000 and $30,000 i Reuters photo) 


Childhood obesity, high 
blood pressure linked 
to adult problems 


PHNOM PENT! t AFPj — 
Deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Rasariidh returned io 
C ambodia Tuesday endors- 
ing a decision by his oppo- 
>i::cr. alliance to boycott 
elections if they are held as 
»cheduled on July 26. 

“1 think our '.utement is 
\ery clear already.” ihc 
prince told reporters in 
brief comments before he 
was hustled into his cur by 
bodyguards. 

The four party opposition 
alliance, the National 
United Front, announced 
Monday that it would not 
participate in the elections 
unless conditions designed 
to ensure a free and fair 
vote * ere met and the poll 
was delayed. 

The prince, who returned 
from a brief trip to 
Tnailand, made no other 
remarks. 

There had been specula- 


tion that Prince Ranariddh 
might distance himself 
from the front, because of 
tensions between the 
group's members, especial- 
ly between the prince and 
leading dissident Sam 
Rainsy. 

Contributing to the spec- 
ulation was the fact that the 
prince is president of the 
front but did not signed 
Monday’s statement. 
Instead, he authorised the 
secretary general of bis 
royalist' ~ FUNC1NPEC 
parry to do so. 

However, aides to the 
prince said the only reason 
he had not signed the docu- 
ment was that he had been 
abroad. 

Despite the fact that the 
front has vowed not to par- 
ticipate in thf election if it 
is held on July 26, opposi- 
tion officials said they 
would continue to urge 
their members to register to 


vote in the hopes that their 
demands would be met. 

The month-long voter 
registration period began 
Monday amid complaints 
from Sam Rainsy that only 
supporters of powerful 
Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s Cambodian 
People's Party (CPP.) were 
being allowed to register. 

“If this strategy contin- 
ues. there is no chance of 
an election that is even 
remotely acceptable." he 
said. 

Tbe complaint could not 
be independently con- 
firmed immediately and 
officials with the National 
Election Commission 
which is overseeing the 
registration, campaign and 
balloting, said they were 
unaware of it. 

However, they said they 
would investigate if they 
received a formal com- 
plaint. 


‘Canadian forces are a haven 
for sexual harassment and rape’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
High blood pressure or obe- 
sity in children, especially 
boys, can lead to life-threat- 
ening problems in adulthood, 
say two studies in the latest 
edition of the Journal of the 
.American Heart Association. 

One study says that adoles- 
cents with high blood pres- 
sure risk developing a thick- 
ening of the heart walls 
called left: ventricular hyper- 
trophy. 

in adults, left ventricular 
hypertrophy is a risk factor 
for a heart attack, heart fail- 
ure and stroke, according to 
the studv. 


The other study concludes 
that about 10 per cent of 
young people with high 
blood pressure develop left 
ventricular hypertrophy. The 
problem is more common 
among boys than girls and it 
affects obese adolescents of 
both sexes. 

Stephen Daniels of 
Children’s Hospital Medical 
Centre in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
one of the study's authors, 
recommends that doctors 
begin monitoring patients* 
blood pressures at age three 
and that young people at risk 
undergo regular echocardio- 
grams. 


OTTAWA i AFP i — The 
Canadian military is a 
haven for promiscuity, 
sexual harassment and 
even rape, according to a 
report in this week's 
Maclean’s magazine. 

The newsweekly, which 
hits the newsiands 
Tuesday, carried out an 
investigation in which it 
identified 27 women who 
suffered sexual assault 
shortly after enlisting 
with the Canadian Forces. 

The magazine conclud- 
ed that “the cases ... 
reveal a culture — partic- 
ularly in the navy and 
combat units — of unbri- 
dled promiscuity, where 
harassment is common, 
heavy drinking a way of 
life, and women ... are 


often little more than 
game for sexual preda- 
tors." 

Maclean's investigators 
said that more often than 
not, victims were the ones 
to be punished rather than 
the men who assaulted 
them. 

The report probes the 
stories of 13 women who 
were assaulted. 

One woman, it says, 
who was 18 years old at 
the time, was carried off 
during a party into anoth- 
er room guarded by other 
soldiers and raped. 

Despite her pleas for 
help, nobody came to her 
assistance. 

Even her brother, who 
was also in the military at 
the time, told her not to 


report the incident 
because it would harm 
both of their careers and 
damage their relations 
with other soldiers. 

The chief opposition 
parliamentary spokesman 
on defence. Art Hanger, 
said be is demanding a 
report from the 
Department of National 
Defence on the scope of 
the problem. 

Mr. Hanger, who has 
toured military bases 
across Canada, said: “On 
our tours, we certainly 
heard some women com- 
plain about sexual harass- 
ment and also sexual 
assault. 

“I believe the sexual 
harassment incidents have 
increased dramatically." 


Parachute 
rescue at 
sea under 
way 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
rescue team has parachuted 
from a US. Coast Guard plane 
into the Atlantic Ocean in a 
daring bid to save a critically 
ill seaman, officials said 
Monday. 

The four-member team 
departed aboard a C-3 Ki from 
Gab reski. New York, and flew 
five hours to the 30- me ire- 
long Cam Civiu a Portuguese- 
flagged fishing boat 1 .600 
kilometres east of Bermuda, 
the New York .Air National 
Guard said. 

The C-130 arrived at the 
scene at about 0145 GMT 
Tuesday, said Major Hadj 
Thomas of the New York Air 
National Guaid’s 1 02nd 

Rescue Squadron out of West 
Hampton Beach. 

The team jumped into the 
sea near tbe fishing boat with a 
kit containing an inflatable 
Zodiac boat and were expect- 
ed to reach the Cam Civil 
momentarily, Mr Thomas told 
AFP by telephone. 

Earlier, Major James Finkle, 
spokesman for the New York 
Air National Guard's 1 06th 
Rescue Wing, said the night 
jump was difficult because 
seas were running above nine 
feet with winds blowing about 
25 knots. 

Once the team is on board 
the Cam Civil, a flight surgeon 
cm the C-130 will be in radio 
comae! with the rescue team as 
they try to stabilise the stricken 
seaman, Maj. Finkle said. 

Maj. Thomas said the victim 
was suffering from internal 
bleeding and internal injuries. 

Hie rescue team planned to 
transfer the seaman to a mer- 
chant vessel in the area, which 
would be met by a Coast 
Guard helicopter some 323 
kilometres from Bermuda. He 
would then be hoisted aboard 
ihe hovering helicopter and 
flown to a hospital on land, 
Mr. finkle said. 


Catch of the day 
Every day 


• •• 



Fresh out of its sea-water environment, Talloubi 
is available every morning, all year round ... 



Eating fish twice a week reduces the risk of 
heart disease and high blood pressure. 


Jordan Valley Fisheries ... Simply Fresh 


Talloubi is sold at the following stores! 

AI-Ahlia - Abella Tel. 5688471 

Al-Sayyad Tel. 585^68 

C-Town Tel. 581^29 

FIshGiy Tel. 5693Q50 / f 

International fish market TelSSJE^U 
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Meeting offers 
hope of renewal 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's move to engage 
the professional unions in a frank dialogue dur- 
ing a surprise visit to their headquarters 
Monday and the projected meeting today with 
the three branches of government are seen by 
many Jordanians as a genuine attempt by the 
Monarch to breathe new life into the country’s 
body politic, restore relations between the gov- 
ernment and opposition and ease the tension 
created by Israel’s intransigence on the 
Palestinian front and by the stagnant economic 
conditions. 

Jordanians from all walks of life hope to see 
the warm and cordial relations that always 
characterised ties between the government and 
opposition restored. They hope to see the King’s 
criticism of the policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamln Netanyahu translated by 
the government into the concrete action of 
putting pressure on Israel to pursue a genuine 
peace with the Palestinians. They would like to 
feel a real improvement in the domain of public 
freedoms, especially freedom of expression, the 
cornerstone of a functioning democracy. 

The main characteristic of His Majesty the 
Kang’s 45-year reign is his feel for public senti- 
ment and his ability to always put fresh vigour 
into people and their institutions. The appoint- 
ment recently of the respected Taher Hikmat to 
head the judiciary and effect the long sought- 
after reform of the judicial and court systems 
was a welcome development that is expected to 
restore to the judiciary the role that it should 
play in the building of an advanced democracy. 
His Majesty has been calling for the reform of 
the judiciary for years now. It has become 
equally clear that the country needs to establish 
a proper constitutional court that would act as 
the final authority on matters of contention 
between Parliament, the government and peo- 
ple. 

What the three branches of government need 
to do at this stage of our political and democra- 
tic development is to reinvigorate the tools of 
democracy, engage in a constant and open dia- 
logue and strengthen civil society institutions. 
The notion that the minority should respect and 
abide by the will of the majority needs to be 
engraved in the psyche of the individual and the 
political parties. Meanwhile, the majority 
should also uphold the minority’s right to 
express its opinion peacefully and freely. 

Jordanians look to the meeting that is being 
held today at the Royal Court with a great deal 
of anticipation and hope. They hope that under 
the wise guidance of their leadership, the men 
and women who are meeting with His Majesty 
today will take us to new horizons. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Aswaq’s Rashid Hassan lauded the leaders of 
India for their success in protecting the country’s 
democracy despite its burgeoning population and 
poverty and its success in safeguarding national 
unity. The writer praised the Indian leaders’ deter- 
mination to achieve progress and development for 
India and their success in the scientific and tech- 
nological fields that enabled the country to acquire 
nuclear weapons to deter foreign aggression. 
Against all odds, the Indians have built their coun- 
try and acquired weapons for deterring aggression 
despite the poverty that plagues many Indian 
regions, he continued. In contrast the Arab coun- 
tries which possess vast oil wealth are unable even 
to possess the will and the determination to con- 
front aggression and are unable to meet to discuss 
and adopt a national strategy to protect their legit- 
imate rights. 


A1 Dus tour's Mohammad Jayousi praised cur- 
rent Jordanian and Syrian efforts to build the 
Wihdeh Dam on the Yarmouk River to harness its 
water for power generation and irrigation purpos- 
es. The writer said the project will secure 150 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water for Jordan annually and 
will provide Syria with electric power which it 
needs for its industry. It is true that the idea for the 
project is an old one, but the regional circum- 
stances have prevented the construction of the dam 
in the past, be added. The writer said the time is 
ripe for building the dam now that the Syrians and 
the Jordanians are in dire need of water and ener- 
gy for their development and need to work towards 
closer relations in the face of common challenges 
and dangers. Both Jordan and Syria, said the 
writer, have strong and hostile neighbours which 
have been betting on continued divisions among 
Arabs in order to weaken the nation. 


Washington Watch 


Why Clinton came 


to the Arab American leadership conferen 




ON MAY 7, 1998. President Bill Clinton addressed the 
Arab American Leadership Conference in Washington, 
D.C. It was the first time a U.S. president had addressed 
an Arab American conference. For my institute (the Arab 
American Institute), the other co-sponsoring organisa- 
tions, the more than 800 Arab Americans in attendance 
and the hundreds of thousands who watched the event 
live on C-SPAN and ANA-TV, it was a remarkable and 
historic moment Although some critics may not have 
understood the significance of the event, for those of us 
who laboured long and hard in Arab American politics, its 
meaning was undeniable. Our community had arrived. 
As an organised constituency, Arab Americans are now 
recognised as full participants in the U.S. political sys- 
tem. This was not always so. It did not come easy. We 
had earned this recognition with a lot of hard work. 

Just 30 years ago there was not an Arab American com- 
munity to speak of. There were no national Arab 
American organisations and there was no unified com- 
munity consciousness. There were some organisations, 
but they were mainly social Lebanese groupings or vil- 
lage and family-based associations. Individuals of Arab 
descent could and did become involved in U.S. potitics- 
but as individuals, without an ethnic (and certainly not an 
‘‘Arab’*) identification. When Arab American organisa- 
tions did come into existence, they experienced two 
some- what related difficulties. Because they largely 
based themselves on Arab issues, they did not attract to 
their - membership the overwhelming majority of 
Americans of Arab descent. Additionally, they did not 
direct their attention or participate in the major arena of 
American politics-electoral activity. 

Nevertheless these groups were vigorously attacked by 
the much larger and more powerful American Jewish 
organisations who saw Arab Americans as a potential 
threat. Because these Arab American groups were on the 
margins of U.S. politics, they were vulnerable to these 
attacks. During the past 20 years there has been a steady 
evolution of Arab American organising efforts from the 
margins of U.S. politics into the mainstream. But it was 
not an easy task. 

When, in this early period, Arab American organisa- 
tions attempted to join broader U.S. coalitions on foreign 
policy or civil rights concerns they were often excluded 
because of American Jewish pressure. I recall attempting 
to bring an organisation I formed in 1978 into the 
Washington-based Coalition for a New Foreign Policy. 
The members of the coalition voted overwhelmingly to 
include us. But we were ultimately rejected when three 
Jewish groups threatened to resign in protest if we were 
admitted. That same year, we were invited to join a coali- 
tion that was being formed by several U.S. ethnic organ- 
isations. Once again our inclusion was challenged by 
Jewish groups, who ended up forming the coalition with- 
out us. 

Around that same time I was invited to the White House 
to an ethnic leadership meeting with Vice-President 
Walter Mondale. Three days after the meeting, a White 
House official called to inform me that I would not be 
invited back again because Jewish groups had com- 
plained that a “pro-Arab” group had been included. 
During this period, major Jewish groups published 
reports and issued warnings to the media and politicians 
on each and every Arab American organisation and 
Leader. We were described as “terrorist supporters" 
and/or anti-Semites. Because some of these politicians 
and even some in the media took those warnings serious- 
ly we found our path to full inclusion impeded. These 
same Jewish groups even published analyses of the “Arab 
American phenomenon.” They denied the existence of an 
Arab American community as such and dismissed it as 
fiction created simply to wage an anti-Israel campaign. 
Although some progress was made during this period, 
grave difficulties remained. 

Beginning in 1984. however, with Arab American 
involvement in both the Jesse Jackson presidential cam- 
paign and the Republican presidential campaign of 
Ronald Reagan dungs began to change for Arab 
Americans. Our AAI was founded in 1984 by Arab 
American Democrats and Republicans in order to further 
the process began in 1984 of bringing Arab Americans 
into mainstream U.S. politics. At first our efforts, while 
recording some successes, encountered serious chal- 
lenges as well. Pressure continued to be applied to candi- 
dates to reject Arab American support and to exclude 
Arab Americans from political campaigns. For two 
years, for example, the Democratic party refused to meet 
with or recognise the newly formed Arab American 


Democratic Federation. It was clear that as we sought to 
enter the mainstream, we would be perceived as even 
more threatening and the pressure to exclude us would 
intensify. But as Jesse Jackson reminded us in these early 
years, “The biggest threat you pose is not the threat to 
quit and walk away, but the threat to stay around and 
fight" And fight we did. 

In 1986, AAI published a booklet called the “Politics of 
Exclusion." In this study we detailed bow the campaigns 
of several politicians discriminated against Arab 
Americans: by rejecting our contributions, refusing our 
endorsements and attacking their opponents because Arab 
Americans were participating in or contributing to their 
campaigns. This booklet received significant press cover- 
age. And in the years that followed, each and every time 
candidates treated our community in an undemocratic 
way, we protested publicly and received both press cov- 
erage and public support. 

In the 1988 presidential campaign, Arab Americans 
made a real impact in both parties. We elected a record 
number of delegates in national and state party conven- 
tions. On the Democratic side, we succeeded in winning 
enough seats and supporters that in 10 state conventions 
we passed resolutions supporting Palestinian statehood 
and had the first ever debate on Palestinian rights at the 
National Democratic Convention in Atlanta. The nation's 
press was filled with articles about “Arab Americans 
Coming of Age in U.S. Politics” and some even attributed 
Jesse Jackson’s victory in the Michigan primaty elec- 
tions, in part, to the Arab American vote. We continued to 
grow and develop: increasing Arab American voter regis- 
tration. candidate support activity, and deepening Arab 
American involvement in the grass roots of both parties. 

The phenomenon had become self-generating. Arab 
Americans across the country had begun quite sponta- 
neously to organise and vote and became recognised. And 
the growth has continued. After initially experiencing 
some difficulty breaking into the Clinton campaign in 
1992. Arab Americans fought back and gained access to 
the campaign. Arab Americans supported the campaign 
and were, in turn, supported in their efforts by the cam- 
paign. In many ways die Clinton White House has been 
extremely supportive of Arab American involvement 

While Arab American involvement at the 1993 White 
House signing ceremony and Vice President Gore’s 


includes almost 400 Arab American elected ~~ 

party leaders. This number includes dozens of mayo^g J 
j udges , s tare representatives and county party chaifs.^)c^^ 51 
most important accomplishment, I believe, is J- 

have fused together most of the component parts of ■-% 




Arab American community into a single constita^q^?; 
We are, as I said in my May 7 introduction td‘~dk£;$£. 


. . .we have fused together most 
of the component parts of the 
Arab American community into a 
single constituency. 


Builders for Peace are well known as are the frequent 
Arab American White House and State Department meet- 
ings, other developments are less well known. When the 
White House and Democratic Party founded their ethnic 
councils, Arab Americans were not only included from 
the outset, we were also asked to serve as one of the three 
co-conveners of the groups. In addition, Arab Americans 
participated in the President's Initiative on Race and the 
White House Conference on Hate Crimes. Arab 
Americans were also a part of the Democratic Party’s 
mobilising efforts on behalf of several of the President’s 
important legislative initiatives: The budget proposal, 
health care reform and education reform. In 1996, Arab 
American involvement in the national electoral arena 
took a step forward when the Clinton-Gore presidential 
campaign formally launched, at a Washington press con- 
ference, the Arab Americans for Clinton-Gore 
Committee. In 1997 this committee was transformed into 
the Arab American Democratic Leadership Council 
lAADLC), a recognised part of the Democratic Party. 
Through all of this. Arab American activity in the politi- 
cal process continued to grow. Today, the Arab American 
vote in Michigan, for example, is a recognised political 
force. Across the United States Arab Americans are run- 
ning for office and winning elections in record numbers. 
There are currently six Arab American members of 
Congress and one Arab American Senator. 

This year a total of 14 Arab Americans are running for 
Congressional and Senate seats! In addition to the 
AADLC. there is an Arab American Republican group 
and an Arab American Leadership Council that now 


Netanyahu harps on moot point 


By George S. Hishmeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


WASHINGTON — Simply stated, 
Benyamin Netanyahu is unbelievable. He 
came to town after having snubbed the 
American president and then in the process 
of five days of public speaking at forums 
hosted by the American Jewish organisa- 
tions, and cajoling congressional leaders as 
well, managed to turn the tables on the head 
of the docile U.S. government. 

Moreover, despite some press reports to 
The contrary he actually took a more hard- 
ened position for reviving the Mideast 
peace negotiations, now in 14 months of 
limbo. 

Despite this public slap in the face, the 
U.S. administration is still surprisingly 
holding back its counter-punch. In fact. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright scur- 
ried to the National Press Club here not to 
disclose the so-called American “ideas" 
which were apparently anathema to 
Netanyahu but to plead with the Israeli sym- 
pathisers that there was no ultimatum 
intended when she invited the Israeli leader, 
provided he accepted the American plan, to 
come to Washington for the launching of 
the final status talks. To her credit, she did 
maintain that the U.S. position will not be 
watered down. 

How Netanyahu was able to turn around 
tire argument with the Clinton administra- 
tion was to highlight a moot point that 
found some resonance here, namely that 
Israel and Israel alone must determine its 


security needs. This simplistic point that 
rallied some in the American Jewish com- 
munity and others elsewhere in the country 
had a few detractors. 

The United States failed to step forward 
and make its case, a silence that surprised 
many observers here, especially when 
Netanyahus surrogates took to the podiums 
to denounce the Clinton administration. 

In matter of fact Netanyahu’s supporters 
must have forgotten that the U.S. was pri- 
marily involved in the day-to-day negotia- 
tions as a result of the Israeli leader’s failure 
to maintain a working relationship with the 
Palestinian (National) Authority. Hence, the 
Hebron accords, full of American imprints. 

Washington Post columnist Richard 
Cohen reminded Netanyahu's admirers 
here, of the identity of the decision-makers 
in Washington. He wrote: 

“At one time, whenever the United States 
gave Israel a hard time, Arabists within the 
State Department were blamed. These were 
foreign service officers who, either in myth 
or in fact, favoured the Arab cause over 
Israel.... 

“Now, though, as countless readers of cer- 
tain Arab newspapers can tell you, 
America's Middle East policy has fallen 
into the hands of Jews. Clinton is not one 
and neither is A1 Gore, but below them pol- 
icy is made by the strangest group of 
Arabists ever assembled. I am talking now 
of the national security adviser, Samuel 
Berger, the Middle East negotiator. Dennis 
Ross; his deputy, Aaron Millen the assistant 
secretary of state for Near Eastern Affairs, 


Martin Indyk and — in the purple prose of 
some Arab newspapers — die secretary of 
state. She is of Jewish ancestry. 

“No one can accuse these people of hos- 
tility toward Israel — or even indiffer- 
ence..." 

In fact, another observation that skipped 
Cohen is that most of the American colum- 
nists who regularly write on the Middle East 
are Jewish — Tom Friedman, A.M. 
Rosenthal, William S afire. Charles 
Krauthammer and Stephen Rosenfeld to 
name a few; however, their views are not 
similar. 


Netanyahu's first objection to the 
American “ideas” was said to be that the 


13.1 per cent pullback from the West Bank 
threatened Israeli security, although many 
here could not see bow an additional two 
per cent (he was said later to agree to an 1 1 
percent withdrawal) threatened Israel's 
“vital” interests, considering that a third 
withdrawal was in the cards. 

It was Ariel Sharon, his right-wing minis- 
ter, who revealed here earlier this month 
that the American position threatened 
Israel's water resources and denied the 
Israelis early-warning stations. 

But this week Netanyahu raised the stakes 
further by saying that in his talks here he 
wanted “to know is there another redeploy- 
ment after tins one (the second redeploy- 
ment), because we have a finite amount of 
area that we have designated for this 
process ... that we know will not jeopardise 
our security.” 

He added: “This is at least as serious an 


President’s speech, immigrants and descendants of 
grants.. .we are a diverse people, about three 
strong coming from all parts of the Arab World. We arep 
part of the American success story. No longer does anf: 
individual of Arab descent who seeks to run for office 
away from the Arab American community. The comn m r - A : 
nity supports those candidates and the candidates sedc^, * 
community support We have formed a mutually beriefi- 
ciai relationship, which has given us strength and recog- J 
nition. Other politicians now seek us oift as welL Today, 
in most campaigns Arab American support is sought and; 
welcomed. As the Arab .American vote numbers 
increased and Arab Americans have become more active, 
in politics, politicians who only a decade ago rejected otff 
support now reach out for our endorsements. As one 
White House official described this turnabout “Politicians 
know how to count and now you count." 

I recall an event in die middle of Israel's 1996 bombing 
campaign in Lebanon that made it clear to me bow far we 
had developed. As always happens in the middle of a cri- 
sis situation the White House Office of Public Liaison 
called my office to see bow the community was reacting 
to the bombing and what could be done to assist us. The 
National Security Council also called and oiganizsd a few 
meetings for our leadership with White House and State 
Department officials. The most intriguing call, however, 
came from a hig h level White House political official' 
who asked “will this hurt us in Michigan?” The intent of 
his call was purely political. He wanted to know, would 
the White House lose Arab American voters in Michigan 
in the November 1996 elections? While some might dis- 
miss the call as crass politics-in fact, politics is a crass 
game of numbers. This was the call Arab Americans had 
been working toward for 20 years! After working to reg- 
ister voters and oiganise their turnout, now, for the first 
time politicians were taking note of the Arab American 
vote in a key state that had to be won in order to -win the 
White House. Inspired by that call, we worked with 
Michigan's large organised Lebanese community. They 
brought almost 3,000 Arab Americans to Washington to 
demonstrate their concern for Lebanon in front of the 
White House. Before the demonstration, the president’s 
National Security Adviser met with us and the president 
agreed to four of the. demands we ; made, that day. •Our--' 

message had been sent- and we. wereiieard i. / . „i . 

When some Arab reporters asked us bow we got the 
President to come to our event, they expected, I believe, 
a short answer or some behind the scenes story of 
intrigue. Instead I gave them the narrative I have just 
related of our 20 years of struggle. The President came, 
in part, because we had earned his recognition and 
respect, because we had worked hard and made our place 
in U.S. politics. Additionally, we have developed person- 
al ties with White House officials and party leaders. The 
importance of those bonds of friendship can never be 
underestimated. It's like the lesson I learned from my 
father’s grocery store. Customers will come to your busi- 
ness if you have the goods they want and if they like 
doing business with you. You have to have both the 
goods to sell and a personal relationship. 

There are still huge challenges facing Arab Americans. 

The negative stereotypes our opponents created to dis- 
credit the Arab cause have now become public policy. 

FBI harassment, airport profiling and other forms of dis- 
crimination are issues that must be addressed in addition 
to the on-going struggle for a balanced Middle East poli- 
cy. But the path to overcoming all these problems is the 
same path we have been following for the past two 
decades. A recent caller to ray ANA radio program criti- 
cised our Vote ‘98 Conference saying that he attended 
only one session and left because, as he put it, “you were 
not discussing the important issues facing the Arab 
World. You were only talking about voting and elec- 
tions.” My response was simple “voting and participation 
in politics is die most important issue, because none of 
our other issues will be addressed until we are stronger as 
an American voting constituency. There is no shortcut. It 
is the only way for us to succeed." 


‘Jordan h 


the fee m 

krr fcj the 

1 f.-L^her made » 


lAi.-Min: *'*< -- r — - 

fit * ■ / j/nhimuirr Ar 
(L “ 


d'l/ri, /•; 1 huswr ma 




r. 1 this typcmxy 
SlH lamlOTTW SO CBS- 
<‘ 5 PC** SR 
^UuMlcr fcsJ •«■*** ^ m rdri of 
- - •* :•■«.* .idnpwtf and are 




jjv.jncc 


' .flit 1(1 JU» 

% - 

: Mjdnj. running Si 


•’?' nvtfv. psvci*w 
One not 




■ pie nl the joea. The 


rrtt: the fV ; >' 1 '- «« 

Sfta the imSTi-oiirT of Jretf* 


B-Tthjr 


aii\. the firs kx 


Spline h-T.- rndj>.L 

anAffaC 

affKKe. of d* 

top: *-■ cinwrd m oar 
k> uT-\:te new Mxfcfe 

gjjitui !' Jf pe-ivC u :th Hself. 

Jitfiild -l M ' "4.e to cofftSy the 

-SUM} .if Cl amity ubfcft hoi 

kgbtrJ.’J slwl its carranfiraew 
31 ^ tu* erdurcvJ :md withwood 
^ L-hJienLV" since the praoea 
gjj iji V.hfnJ and purocuiapH 
g; ML’nine <4 a treaty tif 
xss terievn -h’Tvian and Iste L 
of pe. tee wnh fend has 
mseod episodes of lemjon 
criBoibhip .ind has 
up Jjnejviir eminent* and 
ek prune :iai»srep. Jonl#j » 
snaneh w.ine.S about t fee 
same rcn>!!ica!ii'R» of the pre- 
aw* that m.ty <pjjf ofctr 

jwnil the r^isiinun-bndl 
ithflvb- .dsLvnnc the entire 


so. 


J u 


WdiJifJja Hpled ft* peace, it 
i j -viraiey*, (Jsuuert 
rr_':. T ■ ’! the pnhrie* tf 
3M jnu ijc. oil >p a new exlcr- 
aiOTvnnien: i ciKipcraonn atkl 
3&rCTii-r,ce with tend ,w~w.1 
‘ial! tre parses in the regks) as 
Zfl * ^*1 tf-:t uuuJd ercore 
2sn4*.‘ Jev.v pmerx. Jordan 
2*JU2iH J full pc.ioe with load 

S iw-or..; L’:o .T.-ere signm d 

w.ieen ewvmnvnfc. 

•snr-ai inter-.™ «n among «t> 
^twismx’unns: councricv Jor- 
committed to 
« rapbnefiuiUon nf the Twr 
3. tor to j proactive ap m efa 
^ futures of 

fcunwori ls a peace 
^ u . Bfi ‘'-feronccv in cow- 
Zj™ "awualin. 15 
2* all areas of 
_ 1 n. and .. ,mmg comma- 

J" 2 neu ..wlnok t ha 
T ™ ^Tarating edg» 
commjin interfaces 'Hris 
provides tremen- 

i^jJT ,,r . CnUHQGft 
. f( ’ r rt* region as a 


ifeere to 


i 

,a ipsing soi 


' Hiihard Taniwr 


1,1 'he 
* '‘•rendu 


issue for us as the second redeployment. We 
are looking at the entire redeployment 
process first, second, and most importantly, 
third." 

In another glib reply, he said: The issue 
for u$ is not how many slices we have, but 
the total amount that we’re slicing." 

Netanyahu has, meanwhile, accepted the 
advice of some editorialists who told him 
not to cross swords with President Clinton, 
who remains popular among American 
Jews and in IsraeL Accordingly, he referred 
to the dispute in his first public address as if 

talking among friends around the dinner 
table.” 

There are some who believe that if 
President Clinton remains firm in his posi- 
tion, Netanyahu will succumb. But the 
United States cannot continue to turn the 
other cheek in its loud argument with the 
ngbt-wing government in Israel at the 
expense of its significant strategic and eco- 
nomic interests in the Arab World, evi- 
denced last week in the decision by the 
United Arab Emirates to purchase over $7 
billion worth of American fighter planes. 

It is not unlikely that the United States 
may face another crucial showdown in die 
Gulf. For example, the United States will be 
discussing this week for the first time its 
effort for the establishment of a U-N-cosn- 
mission “to investigate charges of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity com- 
mitted by the Saddam Hussein regime-” 
Whatever line it takes, the lingering Arab- 
Israel conflict will once again cast its long 
shadow on the Gulf. 
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For peace to hold it must include all fronts 

rence ^ on ^ an ^ las serious differences with the present Israeli government’ 
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The following is the text of an 
address that ambassador to the 
US. Mormon Muasher made to 
A IPAC, the American-lsraeli Pub- 
lic Affairs Committee, on Sunday: 

I AM glad to have this opportunity 
to address this conference to out- 
Doe Jordan's approach to peace in 
the Middle East and the model of 
pea* thar we have adopted and arc 
dying 10 advance. 

’Many developments have taken 
place since Madrid, resulting in the 
breaking down of many psycho- 
logical barriers. One should not 
underestimate this fact because it is 
[be first step towards true dialogue 
among the people of the area. The 
fed that the ambassador of Jordan 
is standing here today, the first Jor- 
danian official to address an AIPAC 
conference, is an example of the 
distance we have covered in our 
attemp t to create a new Middle 
East that is at peace with itself. 

I would also like to convey the 
position of a country winch has 
demonstrated that its com mi tment 
to peace has endured and withstood 
many challenges since the process 
sated in Madrid and particularly 
since the signing of a treaty of 
peace between Jordan and IsraeL 
Our treaty of peace with Isrrel has 
withstood episodes of tension in 
die relationship and has survived 
[wo different gov ernments and 
three prime ministers. Jordan is 
extremely worried today about the 
negative ramifications of the pre- 
sent crisis that may spill over 
beyond the Palestinian-Israeli 
track, thereby affecting the entire 
region 

When Jordan opted for peace, it 
efid so based cm a strategic decision 
to rid the region of the policies of 
conflict, and develop a new exter- 
nal environment of cooperation and 
interdependence with Israel and 
with all tire parties in the region as 
die only model that would ensure 
sustainable development. Jordan 
has sought a full peace with Israel, 
going beyond the mere signing of - 
agreements between gov ernme nts 
in normal interaction among peo- 
ples of neighbouring countries. Jor- 
dan has net ody bera committed to 
full implementation of tile peace 
treaty, but to a proactive approach 
in seeking future areas of coopera- 
tion. The framework is a peace 
tre&y foil with references to coop- 
eration and mutuality, IS sub 
agreements coveting all areas of 
cooperation, and a strong commit- 
ment to develop foe Jordan Rift 
Valley in a new outlook that sees 
borders — not as separating edges 
—but as commpn interfaces. This 
qualit&ive peace provides tremen- 
dous opportunities for develop- 
ment for each of foe countries 
involved and for foe region as a 


whole despite the very real risks. 

Jordan did so despite the fact that 
it was undergoing at tire time two 
other reform processes That were 
challenging and taxing on its popu- 
lation. One is a political reform 
process which enhances public par- 
ticipation in decision-making at all 
levels and which consolidates 
democratic practices. The other is 
an economic reform program 
which aims at liberalising and 
modernising the economy, making 
it more competitive at the regional 
and international levels and inte- 
grating it into tire world economy. 
The decision to pursue peace had to 
withstand the test of scrutiny by a 
vibrant, vocal and institutional 
opposition that was pan of parlia- 
mentary life and by a press that was 
well on its way to becoming the 
freest in foe Arab World. The 'deci- 
sion for peace was also taken white 
Jordan was in the midst of a diffi- 
cult reform process whose aim was 
to transform the economic struc- 
ture from one that depended to a 
Large extent on outside factors and 
resources to one that generated 
largely internal and self-sustaining 
activity. That was done despite all 
what it entailed, with all tire ramifi- 
cations that such a transformation 
had on the social and economic 
levels of low-income groups. Natu- 
rally, these two processes of change 
in the political and economic 
domains had their critics and 
though they woe a minority, they 
were rather vocal. 

While many have argued that a 
country as small as Jordan should 
not attempt three reform processes 
simultaneously, Jordan could not 
afford to miss the chance for peace, 
as presented first in Madrid, in Oslo 
at a later stage, then the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty and beyond. It 
did so fully aware of the risks of 
moving fa st towards achieving a 
comprehensive peace but equally 
aware thar one has to break away 
from the fortress mentality, cast 
away ideological stances,, and take 
risks if that -conflict is ever 10 be 
resolved. Jordan was not only look- 
ing for a decision that would be 
accepted by the majority of its pub- 
lic but was also equally concerned 
that that decision be a responsible 
one for its future generations. 

Let me outline foe parameters 
that define Jordan's approach to foe 
peace process and our position on 
issues that are yet to be addressed 
and resolved. Despite the fact that 
we have signed a treaty of peace 
with Israel, differences in view on 
several issues do exist between the 
two of us. It is our hope that such 
issues can be resolved through 
working together in the spirit of 
partnership which is badly needed. 

1. Jordan is committed to a full 
peace with Israel, one that would 


result in a Middle East charac- 
terised by stability and peaceful 
coexistence which strengthens the 
forces required not only to sustain 
such peace, but also to develop it 
over time, not only by brokering 
agreements among adversaries, but 
also by creating a vested interest 
that would help build and sustain 
the resulting peace. 

1 Jordan is committed to contin- 
uously addressing the Israeli public 
with a clear message of peace, 
regardless of agreement or differ- 
ences with the sitting govern m ent 
in Israel. By foe same token, this 
commitment to peace makes ir 
incumbent upon is to speak 
frankly and candidly when we do 
have differences wifo any particu- 
lar Israeli government, winch is 
what 1 am doing today. 

3. Jordan is committed to 
strengthening its now 
institutional relation 
with mainstream 
American Jewish 
organisations and 
foe American Jew - 
ish community. 

Indeed, that dia- 
logue started 
since the begin- 
ning of the peace 
process. While we 
might differ on 
some issues, we do 
share a common 
vision of peace. We 
are very pleased with 
that dialogue and with the 
progress we have made 
towards a long lasting relation. 

It has helped both of us understand 
where the other is coming from. 

4. The Jordan-lsrael treaty' of peace 
offers a potentially ideal example to 
emulate, if that model succeeds. 
But it should always be understood 
that it is not a substitute to reaching 
an agreement with the Palestinians. 
Therefore, Jordan’s position is that 
by supporting progress on other 
tracks, and in particular on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track. Jordan is 
supporting its own model and 
vision for peace, and indeed 
enhancing the chances of success 
for its own model. In this regard, 
the decision by the U.S. Adminis- 
tration and Congress last year to 
increase aid to Jordan to foe level of 
$225 million annually bodes well 
not only for the country, bur for the 
whole region as well, because of 
what it means as support for a 
model, not simply a country. It 
comes at time when, despite all our 
efforts, such assistance is needed in 
a transition period where political 
progress in the peace process has 
been lacking in the region. We are 
undoubtedly very appreciative of 
this support and for all what it 
means. 

The message we have continu- 


ously tried to send is that if the Jor- 
danian model of peace — w hich 
successfully addresses foe basic 
needs of Israelis — fails despite all 
our efforts, it would be difficult to 
imagine any other model being put 
forward, supported and succeed- 
ing. Just as we have attempted, suc- 
cessfully. to address the basic needs 
of Israel and its people, we believe 
Israel has 10 do the same for Jorda- 
nians and all Arabs so that peace 
can be supported and maintained at 
the grass-roots level. 

5. It should be clear thar Jordan 
will not be an alternative 


‘It should be 

clear that Jordan will not 
be an alternative negotiations 
partner to the Palestinians, and 
Jordan’s land will not, as George Will 
and other conservatives would like it to 
be, serve as an alternative homeland 
for the Palestinians simply because 
Jordan is not a transitory state and 
because the Palestinians want 
to establish a state on 
their own soil.’ 


negotiations partner to the Pales- 
tinians. arid Jordan's land will not, 
as George Will and other conserva- 
tives w ould like it to be. serve as an 
alternative homeland for foe Pales- 
tinians simply because Jordan is 
not a transitory stale and because 
foe Palestinians want to establish a 
state on their own soil. 

6. Jordan is committed to a com- 
prehensive peace. While the Jor- 
dan- Israel treaty of peace is here to 
stay, and Jordan's commitment to 
that treaty is ironclad, the ultimate 
objective of reaping the true bene- 
fits of peace, economically and cul- 
turally. can only be fully realised by 
a comprehensive peace that brings 
economic stability to the region and 
political solutions that are accept- 
able to all the parties. These should 
include meeting foe basic needs of 
the Palestinians, including their 
right to self-determination and 
statehood on their own soil. While 
Jordan’s treaty of peace wifo Israel 
constitutes an important core of this 
comprehensive peace, all of the 
components of such a peace have 
to be in place if the region is to 


enjoy stability and prosperity, i,e. a 
Syrian- Israeli peace, a Lehanese- 
Israeii peace and a Ptitestinian- 
Israeli peace. 

7. Jordan is committed to the 
terms of reference upon which this 
whole process has lien based and 
foe terms of reference which all the 
parties have agreed to. Foremost 
among them is L\N. Security Res- 
olution 242. which has somehow 
betsi corr.eni emh dropped or 
ignored. While foe Isaell govern- 
ment today finds i: difficult to rede- 
ploy from a mere farther 4Tr of the 
West Bank, we need to remind our- 
selves that 242 calls for Israel to 
withdraw firm territories occupied 
in 1967. No interrelation of this 
resolution, even the unique one by 

Israel, would come dose to Israel 
retaining more than 60^ of 
foe W e« Baric 

S. SerJemems: Jor- 
dan's position, and 
indeed* that of foe 
international com- 
Ottcsy, is that foe 
building of sertle- 
roerrs is fa direct 
violation of 
international law 
and foe Fourth 
Geraa Conven- 
tion, and contra- 
venes foe Palestin- 
ian- Isnc!: agree- 

ment which pre- 
cludes each pan) from 
raking actions 

that prejudice foe outcome 
of issues to be dealt with in 
the final status rsegotiations. Set- 
tlement building entails many dan- 
gers, foremost among them’ being 
the harming of Palestinian rights 10 
land, water, agriculture, and indus- 
try', causing a crowding out effect 
on Jordan by forcing rhem to 
migrate. Therefore, we adhere to 
the sixth principle of .Article two of 
foe Jordan-lsrael Peace Treaty, 
which stipulates foal foe involun- 
tary movement of persons in such a 
way as ro adversely prejudice foe 
security of either party should nor 
be permitted. 

9. Jerusalem; Our position is thar 
foe land of Jerusalem occupied in 
1967 is Arab land subject to the 
terms of reference of foe Madrid 
process, based on foe land-for- 
peace formula. With regard to die 
Holy Places, foe rights of all three 
religions should be respected 
equally, above the sov ereign con- 
siderations of any siate. .Article nine 
of the Jordanian- Israeli Peace 
Treaty includes a clause foal com- 
mits Israel to respect the present 
special role of Jordan in foe Holy 
Shrines in Jerusalem. This clause 
does not infringe upon foe right of 
Palestinians to establish their own 
state, wifo its capiiaJ in Jerusalem. 

10. Refugees; Jordan is the 


largest hosi country for Palestinian 
refugees, most of whom hold Jor- 
danian citizenship. The Oslo 
accords led to foe postponement of 
the refugee issue until final status 
negcaiifijons. Far this reason, foe 
article dealing wifo refugees in foe 
Joniatian-Israeli Peace Treaty stip- 
ulates foal both signatories work to 
resolve the issue of refugees in 
accordance wifo international law, 
and relevant international resolu- 
tions in an agreed upon bilateral 
framework, in conjunction with, 
and ai foe same time as. the special 
negotiations on foe permanent sta- 
tus of foe Palestinian territories, 
occupied in 1967. Based on that, 
we will resume multilateral negoti- 
ations on refugees in coordination 
with our Palestinian brethren over 
the right of refugees. We also 
acknowledged the weirding in foe 
Oslo agreements that foe problems 
of displaced persons should be 
resolved through a quadripartite 
Jordan ian-Palestinian-Egvptian- 
isradj committee. 

There is no doubt today thar Jor- 
dan has serious differences wifo the 
present Israeli government. The 
sense of partnership between the 
two governments — necessary for 
breaking new grounds — has lost 
much of its vigour. The Misha'al 
affair is only among the most 
recent of actions by foe Israeli gov- 
ernment that has contributed to foe 
present state of affairs. Having said 
that, I stress that peace should not 
be held hostage to ill-advised 
actions or shon-temi difficulties. 
Clearly, a majority cm both sides, 
indeed a majority in the world, 
wants peace to prevail in foe region. 

AH of us, thus, share responsibil- 
ity in making sure this becomes a 
reality, so that no one party, on 
either side, can allow extreme ide- 
ologies to stand in the process of 
peace-making and peace-building 
— a peace that all parties can feel 
comfortable with, and thus work to 
protect and preserve. 

We applaud the administration's 
recent efforts 10 bring new energy 
to foe peace process.*These efforts 
do not impose solutions which no 
party wants but provide a road map 
to jump-start negotiations. They 
help foe parties foal today are either 
unwilling or unable 10 help them- 
selves. Again, we feel thar we all 
share a responsibility to support 
this effort until it bears fruit. 

In this regard, the reluctance, 
indeed, opposition, of the present 
Israeli government to foe latest 
U.S. proposals — an opposition 
based on an unwillingness to cede 
a further 4*7 of the West Bank — 
sends exactly the wrong message 
not only to the Palestinians, but also 
to the Arab World The feeling in 
the .Arab World today is that the 
Israeli government is not serious 


about final stains negotiations, and 
will not put forward any serious 
proposals 10 cede land and arrive or 
a credible final sectJemem, if its pre- 
sent position is any indication. 

Having served as Jordan's first 
ambassador to Israel, 1 got to wit- 
ness first-hand the average Israeli 
citizen's genuine need for security. 
It is a need that must be addressed 
in a satisfactory manner. Living in 
Israel and interacting with foe 
Israeli society, I also sensed a lack 
of understanding on pan of foe 
Israeli citizen of his Arab counter- 
part’s need for security. Collective 
punishment in tire form of closure 
of the Palestinian areas, demolition 
of homes and foe building of settle- 
ments are actions that contribute lo 
foe Arab citizen’s feeling of foe 
lack of security. Both sides need to 
realise foe importance of security' to 
the other and act accordingly. In 
this regard, security is not a need 
over which Israel has exclusivity. 
We believe that security, narrowly 
defined in the military sense, rather 
than security that comes from last- 
ing peace and forging relations of 
cooperation, is not true nor lasting 
security. Even if they are narrowly 
viewed, the US proposals would 
leave 83*r of the Vtfest Bank under 
overall Israeli security control 
(.areas B and Cj. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
recently sent a letter to Prime Min- 
ister Netanyahu urging him to act 
positively, constructively and 
urgently in response to the U.S. 
proposals, in order to save the 
peace process from an otherwise 
extremely ominous fate. We hope 
dial Mr. Netanyahu does that, in 
order to move forward after a very 
dangerous and long lull, and in 
order to restore the credibility of 
the United States and the moderate 
countries in foe region which has 
suffered largely because of the poli- 
cies of the preseni Israeli govern- 
ment. 

New' relationships that are 
reshaping the Middle East? With- 
out doubt. The question to pose, 
however, is reshaping it 10 what? 
We have a historic chance to open 
up and create a Middle Easi with 
economic opportunities and peace- 
ful and secure coexistence, or we 
can stay in our fortresses and by 
doing so, risk a very dark future. 
We in Jordan have taken the extra 
step despite all the risks involved. A 
bold and wise choice for peace is 
needed if the future generations in 
the area are to indeed live in peace. 
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Where to go this weekend 

Traipsing southward along the Dead Sea 
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By Richard Tanner 

HEADING SOUTH-WEST from Amman, 
the main road to the Dead Sea passes 
Na’ur before descending into the Jordan 
Valley. Notice how mnch warmer it gets 
as you reach sea-level, and drier too. The 
hot springs of Wadi Hisban (track on 
LHS), the dolmens on the rocky ridges 
Md the trees of Mount Nebo on the sky- 
line are all passed (LHS). Near the 
checkpoint where the roads bears left is 
TeleUat Ghassul, the classic chalcolithic 
fanning village occupied from 4600- 
3600 BC. Little can be seen on site but 
ks 6,000-year-old wall painting has been 
preserved and bangs in the Amman 
Archaeological Museum, AI Qalaa’. 

Passing between the trees, shade for 
Friday picnics, sparrows and camels for 
“ire, you can turn right for the Dead Sea 
Rest. House which provides changing 
facilities for the saltiest swim of your 
‘ife. Fed only by the Jordan River, some 
tributaries and a little rain, the waters 
have evaporated for thousands of years 
leaving the Dead Sea 33 per cent salty. 
*ou can float around to your heart’s con- 
unless you have cuts, plaster your- 
self with black mud and shower off 
“efore lolling under a shade or refreshing 
yourself in the restaurant. If you fancy 
somewhere a little more exclusive, go 
south to the Dead Sea Hotel, soon to be 
®olipsed by the Mfivenpick and then a 
pfniott, where as well as floating, 
‘Oiling and drinking, you can sample 
^operative therapy or notice that the 
lowest point on Earth” isn’t quite as the 
Sea level has dropped almost to 
-^metres. 

Further south, as the cliffs close in 
"fom the left, you come on Wadi Ma in. 
bubbling water having been dammed 


by the “shabab” to improve their Friday 
horseplay. It is possible to walk up to the 
health centre by following the gorge for 
about an hour. Around the corner is Zara. 
Park by the scruffy “caff* (LHS l. Across 
the road and below the reerected columns 
is the Dead Sea harbour. Herod presum- 
ably escaped from ‘Ain Gedi or 
Jerusalem, using this sole port on the east 
side, to bathe in the healing thermal 
waters of Callirhoe before retiring to his 
fortress above. Machaerus can be 
reached bv a rough path but you may pre- 
fer to wait till the Roman road up is 
located. On the “caff” side, a palace has 
been partly excavated, allowing you to 
see how hot springs were diverted into a 
giant bathtub. Wandering among the 
palm trees reveals some 30 springs run- 
ning at 50 to 60°C. regularly used by 
area residents and, at quieter times, 
birds. 

Continuing on the new road between 
the brine and the overhanging rocks, you 
reach Wadi Mujib. its bridge opening the 
way to Aqaba. Here is another spectacu- 
lar gorge, but so dangerous it has now 
been fenced off. Lode for fishermen cast- 
ing their bread on the water for the fish 
to come up and be netted. Below is the 
delta where Mujib material is dumped. 
As the Jordan River carries only five per 
cent of its normal flow, the rest evaporat- 
ing from reservoirs or being used for irri- 
gation, so the Dead Sea is sinking, and 
the Mujib is cutting down into its delta to 
reach the new level 10 metres lower. Pre- 
sumably, more Dead Sea shrinkage will 
bring about the collapse of this new road 
as other streams cut down. 

On again, and a low peninsula appears 
in the Dead Sea, the Lisan 1= tongue), 
washed out from W. Karak. Look among 
the rocks for various birds, including 


rose frich, and aloft for hawks and 
migrants, preserved by the area’s recent 
isolation. After Mazra’a turn left for 
Karak. The road cuts through an Early 
Bronze Age site. Bab Ed-Dhra (3300- 
2000 BC). To the north (LHS) lies the 
walled town, part collapsed into the 
dropping wadi, but with solid enough 
stone walls remaining to demonstrate its 
former glory. On your right (south) is an 
enormous cemetery which extends under 
Potash City. 

As you approach the Rift Valley W'all, 
1.000 metres high, you wonder how the 
road will climb to Karak. But winding 
along the sides of the W. Karak chasm, 
the spectacular views west over the shim- 
mering Dead Sea give way to equally 
stunning glimpses of Karak Castle high 
above. As'you reach the town wall; sharp 
right and wander round the main street 
leading for another right taking you up to 
the rest house and castle. 

When you have savoured Karak, take 
the road out of town for Qatraneh, pass- 
ing Lejjun, a Roman legionary' camp 
three kilometres north (LHS) before 
dropping steeply into a different son of 
winding gorge* and cut across the flat 
land to Qatraneh. Left on the Desert 
Highway brings you to an early Ottoman 
fort nicely restored (LHS) and a late 
Ottoman railway station (RHS), each 
providing stops on the pilgrimage route 
from Damascus to Mecca. Continue 
north thr ough Jjza, with its ancient reser- 
voir (LHS), past Queen Alia Airport, to 
begin your climb back into Amman. 

The writer, an ex-principal of a British 
school, is now teaching at Amman Bac- 
calaureate School. He contributed the 
above article to the Jordan Times. 
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Wider Arab contacts with 
European NGO’s can attract 
more funding to region 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 


Minister of Foreign Affairs Jawad Anani (left) and Palestsinian Planning Min- 
ister Nabil Shaath discussing economic cooperation Tuesday 


Anani, Shaath discuss cooperation 


AMMAN — European 
Commission ' (EC) offi- 
cials believe more fund- 
ing could be allocated to 
the region if Arab non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) initiated 
more contacts with their 
European counterparts. 

“The co-financing of 


women’s education and 
health awareness as well 
as improving the living 
conditions of four Badia 
communities. 

The BUNIAN project 


for the capacity budding 
of Arab NGOs. and the 


European NGO projects 
ultimately comes from 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs and 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani Tuesday discussed 
with Palestinian Pl anni ng 
and International Cooper- 
ation Minister Nabil 
Shaath means of enhanc- 
ing Jordanian-Palestinian 


cooperation in various 

fields. 

The two officials dis- 
cussed a mechanism for 
institutionalising econom- 
ic cooperation in such 
areas as free trade zones 
and joint projects. They 
also discussed enacting 
investment laws and 


means of overcoming the 
difficulties impeding the 
growth of trade exchange. 

Dr. Shaath arrived here 
Tuesday at the head of an 
official Palestinian dele- 
gation for talks with 
senior Jordanian officials 
on bilateral cooperation in 
all fields. 


Arab Gulf states haggle over customs 
barriers, remain split on union 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states are still hag- 
gling over how to tear down 
their customs barriers in line 
with a 15-year-old agreement 
to set up a common market 
officials have said. 

Despite several rounds of 
talks over the past few years, 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) remains 
split on proposals to reduce 
the percentage of national 
contribution to the output of 
industrial units so they are 
exempted from customs tar- 
iffs in member states. 

A technical committee met 
last week and recommended 
lowering that percentage to 
30 per cent from 40 per cent, 
but Saudi Arabia was 
opposed, according to a 
memorandum by the 
Riyadh-based GCC secre- 
tariat 

“Saudi Arabia expressed 
reservations on the proposed 
cut in national contribution to 
die added value in industrial 
units in the GCC," according 
to the memorandum, pub- 
lished in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) daily A1 
Bay an. 

The added value includes 
the difference between the 
institution's total turnover 
and the costs of the raw 
materials, goods and services 
used in production at that 
unit 

The added values in vari- 
ous sectors make up the 
gross domestic product, the 


barometre of economic per- 
formance in any country. 

GCC states do not impose 
customs duties on the prod- 
ucts of projects where local 
raw materials and services 
contribute 40 per cent to the 
added value. 

The project is classified as 
a foreign institution if die 
local contribution is below 
40 per cent and this makes it 
subject to tariffs. 

GCC finance and economy 
ministers will discuss the 
proposed cut in that contribu- 
tion when they meet in 
Riyadh next week. 

“Lowering that percentage 
means more factories will be 
exempted from customs and 
such a move will motivate 
them into upgrading produc- 
tion." a GCC secretariat 
source said. 

“There is no doubt this will 
increase trade among mem- 
ber stales and contribute to 
efforts to set up a common 
market," the source added. 

Trade among GCC states 
— Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE — has remained below 
10 per cent of their total com- 
mercial exchanges of around 
$120 billion a year. 

This is because of customs 
barriers, huge oil exports and 
a similarity in their manufac- 
tured products. 

Apart from that percentage, 
GCC states have also dif- 
fered over the calculation of 
the added value in hundreds 


of manufacturing facilities. 

GCC officials say they 
have received hundreds of 
applications from those 
establishments asking them 
to lift duties on their prod- 
ucts. 

The six members, which 
created their loose economic, 
political and defence alliance 
in 1981, are also still negoti- 
ating a unified tariff on for- 
eign products as part of plans 
to set up a customs union. 

A customs union is essen- 
tial for their plans to create a 
Gulf common market in line 
with an economic pact they 
signed in 1983. 

Officials said earlier this 
year they had made progress 
in the classification of more 
than 1,000 imported prod- 
ucts, which could be taxed or 
exempted. 

The project would again be 
discussed by GCC heads of 
state at end 1998. 

Duties on foreign imports 
vary widely in the GCC, with 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain 
imposing high tariffs and the 
UAE maintaining a relative- 
ly low tax. The other mem- 
bers have low taxes but levy 
high duties on selective prod- 
ucts. 

Officials have spoken of a 
compromise of between 
eight and 10 per cent, envis- 
aging the creation of a fund 
to collect tariff revenues and 
compensate members which 
will be hurt by lower cus- 
toms. 


ultimately comes from 
European civil society," 
said Alkis Diaraantopou- 
los. administrator at the 
Euroepean Union's 
(EU’s; ivision of decen- 
tralised cooperation and 
co-financing with 

NGOs. 

“Countries in the world 
manage to rally interna- 
tional" support and fund- 
ing for their problems 
through a visible and 
well -organised cam- 
paign." ne said in a recent 
interview with the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Diamantopoulos 
said the EC was seeking 
to catalyse a stronger par- 
ticipation of European 
NGOs in the Mediter- 
ranean region and to have 
their activities more 
focused on the poorest 
sectors of society. 

The budget, known as 
the B7/ 6000 budget line, 
has been co-financing 
projects by European 
NGOs in die region since 
1976, including schemes 
in the West Bank. 

Its mandate calls for the 
“direct satisfaction of the 
basic needs of the poor." 
said Amedeo Brusasco, 
in charge of co-financing 
development projects 
with development NGOs 
at the EC. 

“We are talking of co- 
financing basic needs 
encompassed mainly in 
food security, water, 
health, training, and 
micro-credit." he" told the 
Jordan Times. 

Around 3 1 projects 
have been co- financed by 
European NGOs in Jor- 
dan through Mr. Diaman- 
topoulos division whose 
budget stands at around 
JD 4.2 million. 

Some of these projects 
include ELTROCOM, a 
scheme for the institu- 
tional support of local 
NGO’s launched with the 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development. 
Another project is with 
Questscope focusing on 
the improvement " of 


improvement of network- 
ing among Arab and 
European " NGOs, is 
funded by the EU. 

The unit also helped set 
up a children's nursery 
and health centre at 
Baqa'a camp. 

Each year JD 700 mil- 
lion is channelled from 
the EC to NGOs for 
development purposes — 
around 15 per cent of the 
EC's development bud- 
geL Out of that, a total JD 
200 million is allocated 
to co-finance 800 pro- 
jects. 

Co-financing projects 
across the region were 
relatively weak during 
1 994-95 because Arab 
NGOs could not muster 
European support for 
their programmes. 

Some Arab and Euro- 
pean NGO representa- 
tives feel that weakness 


“The Mediterranean 
could get a larger chunk 
of the cake if there were 
more applications by 
Arab NGOs and more 
cooperation with Euro- 
pean NGOs," said Mr. 
Brusasco. 

“Mashreq NGOs need 
to work better at cooper- 
ating amongst themselves 
and at establishing a 
regional identity," said 
Mr. Diamantopoulos. 

He said that co-financ- 
ing projects in the region 
by European NGOs 
helped to boost civil soci- 
ety in the Mediterranean 
countries. 

“We are in contact with 
about 900 NGOs from 
the 15 EU member 
states. We co-finance 
projects with trust worthy 
and experienced NGOs 
working in develop- 
ment,” said Mr. Brusas- 


in communication or net- 
working between Arab 
and European NGOs lies 
in the fact that there does 
not exist a strong Arab 
NGO network which 
could represent the prob- 
lems of the region in a 
comprehensive and clear 
manner to their counter- 
parts in Europe. 

European Commission 
officials are convinced 
that Arab NGOs could 
better communicate the 

f roblems of the region to 
uropean civil society 
partners and the EC when 
they become stronger 
partners amongst them- 
selves with an on going 
dialogue. This dialogue 
would then spill over 
into European civil soci- 
ety and the European 
Union (EU) in general. 

Plans to enlarge the 15- 
raember group will fur- 
ther strain the EC budget 
as the group will have to 
help newcomers upgrade 
their socio-economic and 
political systems to make 
them compatible with 
those of the EU. 

At present, only seven 
per cent of the EC devel- 
opment budget has been 
allocated to "the Mediter- 
ranean region, with fund- 
ing mostly going to 
Lebanon and “Palestine", 
Mr. Diamantopoulos 
said. 


co. 

He added that these 
NGOs must have devel- 
opment as their main aim. 
and have the administra- 
tive and finan cial capaci- 
ty to undertake a project 
seriously. 

“The Barcelona 

Process has paved the 
way for the availability of 
direct funds and pro- 
grams to civil society 
actors in this region," Mr. 
Diamantopoulos said. 

Mr. Diamantopoulos 
said NGOs, key compo- 
nents of civil society, had 
a significant role to play 
in civil society as cata- 
lysts, fund providers, and 
as advocates of best 
practices and good ideas: 
“The political dimension 
of the Barcelona Process 
attributes an important 
role to civil society and 
hence NGOs." 

The EU’s Agenda 2000 
which deals with widen- 
ing and deepening EU 
expansions will directly 
effect budget lines for 
external affairs. EC offi- 
cials note that there will 
be no increase in avail- 
able resources to the EU. 

Mr. Diamantopoulos 
hoped that “ most of the 
new expenses will be 
financed through growth 
and that the budget for 
external relations cooper- 
ation and NGOs will not 
be touched and will con- 
tinue to grow as has been 
the case in the past 
years.” 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Birthday gilt? 

5 Arm joint 

10 Persian ruler 

14 Run without 
moving 

15 Preminger 
classic 

16 Coke or Pepsi 

17 Ponce de 
Leon's quest 

20 Nightmare 
street? 

21 Ice expanse 

22 Bewildered 

23 Vera of fashion 

24 Porous devices 

26 Repair runways 

29 Paying 
passengers 

30 vacuous 

31 Zigzag course 

32 H. Hughes 
airline 

35 Em pty-n ester's 
weight problem 

39 Begley and 
Wynn 

40 In the center of 

41 Macabre 

42 German city 

44 Characteristics 

45 Scarfflks lies 

48 Simon or 
Diamond 

49 Waterproof 
wool doth 

50 Jug handles 

51 Air-travel 
watchdog grp. 

54 Ancient 

58 Thin but strong 

59 Feasts on Maui 

60 Defeat 

61 VisuaMzed 

62 Southern town 
in 6ffs 
headlines 

63 Tableland 
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By Gerald R. Ferguson 
Portland, OR 


7 Sailor's bed 

8 Spanish gold 

9 One-time 
female mil. 
group 

10 Sir Walter and 
Randolph 

11 Contain 

12 Change to fit 

13 Laughter 


syllables 
IS rat the road 


DOWN 

1 Marriage mate 

2 False god 

3 Urban renewal 
target 

4 Coop layer 

5 "Seinfeld* 
character 

6 R.D. of 

psychology 


19 New Haven 
campus 

23 Magic stick 

24 Confronted 

25 Vexes 

26 Hoarfrost 

27 Oklahoma city 

28 Beatnik abodes 

29 Dickens 
character 

31 Domesticates 

32 Actress Gan- 

33 Standby 

34 Fruity quaffe 

36 Right on maps 

37 The thought 

38 Actual 

.42 Writer Waugh 


QQOIB □£!□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ DHHEIQ EIHED 
Eianis mnnan Enan 
□EE BQDEDEEEEED 
□□□□Q □□□ 

BQEZH3E9E □□DEEEDE 
□□□□□ □□□□□ □□□ 
DO EDO QE3QBE1 QDEHD 
□EE EdEHE 00PE0 
□□□ HHDGKD EHEH HE2 
HOD E00ECZJ H 
EDEslQQQIlEEQE HE0 
DE0C1 DHHQD 0Q00 
E2QE3E □□□□□ □□ED 
□DBS □□□□□ □□□□ 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


P»«T*n Mtdfl Strim. Me. 
Mittn ramd. 


43 Beach 
composition 

44 Mother of 

Calcutta 

45 Cat weapons 

46 O'Donnell with 
atalkshow 

47 Revere 

48 Micah follower 


50 Latin “& others' 

51 Abscond 

52 Shakespearean 
lament 

53 Cinema pooch 

55 Mollnaro and 
Martino 

56 Take to court 

57 PC maker 





FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) For tire, 

so, it’ll be easier than usual for you 
always inquisitive, but now you’ll 
could run into problems, though. Whax yoiA?>|jfflp^ 
conflicts with what you already knew. AOi^^J 
a way to compromise. Keep looking. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're 

the few times all yearyou feel like was 

does this happen? Well, maybe it's just to 

lighten up a bit. Sometimes you can be preuy ; 'ai^^^ 

fisted with your pennies. Celebrate this 

ing yourself something frivolous. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It looks 
lent you're up against has to do with your homeopp& 
ily. Getting it bandied will make your Ufe.a lot gas^ 
Just one more push, one more difficult part,-aDd&ei|^ 
voilaf You’ll break through to the other ride! ^ 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You're.riways-^^ 
five, but now you're downright awesome; It*fL tetiasy 
for you to figure out what’s bothering a 
example. Point out tire obvious in a gentle 
input will be greatly appreciated. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you work for 

else, mention that it's about time for your annual 


review. If you are a freelancer, send, out bflls andi^i 


phone calls. You may have been putting this offbetianse 
you didn't want the confrontation. But today, you might 
be pleasantly surprised. ’’ - 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conditions^SaS 
rattier unsettled. You might even stir thing s op; If ntith-? 
ing interesting is happening. Today should be absolute^ 
ly fascinating, if somewhat confusing. Hold on to your; 
agenda, and have a great time while you’re at it!" ’• 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You' re. starting 
to ttimk about travelling. Have you got plans for die 
weekend? If not, make a few phone calls this afternoon. 
Money will still be tight, so don't plan anythin g expen- 
sive. Do figure out a way to get a change of scene, how- 
ever. A friend would love to see you. t ‘ . 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You could 
make quite a bit of money in die coming phase, as your 
attention focuses on other people's wealth — and. cre- 
ative new ways. to make it your own. You're good, at 
negotiations, so don't worry. This could turn out to be a 
great day, though a little nerve-wracking at times. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You’re being pushed to succeed. Thai could be due to 
the fact that there's something you want for your home. 
It’s almost like the baby needs new shoes, so you have 
to get the money together. That’s OK. This is beneficial, 
not only for the baby, but also foryou. : 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20). New 
orders or assignments are coining in, but there could 
still be brief moments of ecstasy available. Don't leave 
it all to chance. Trust your intuition^ too. That’ s going to 
be. a valuable source of information: especially where 
romance is concemetL : ‘ • •- 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 ^to February 1 9) It’s a good 
time to buy "gifts. Mosr'peqple don’t think of a; new 
couch as n present, but you and your sweetheart might; 
if you’ye been wanting it for a long time. If yoii daft 
have a sweetheart, tfaengo get a-gift for yomseif." > r " 
PISCES: (February. 20 ; . to" March 20) Change tilings 
aroundat home. You- might even, want to move "to a^di£ 
fereut-city <jr change roommates or get a dog : — sqme- 
thing-ttiat disrupts the -status quo. If you haven’t already 
figured out how you’d like your life to look, tioifiSI 
first . 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 





TTie United Nations is investigating 

i m XJ a ? ier ’ so 9ks may be 
classified as a biological weapon.” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hsnri Arnold and Mka AigHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orcflnary words. 


CLATH 


KYMIL 


SAPHIR 


GIBNEN 



«* THE 


LX I XT 


Now arrange the drdod toners fo 
to™ the surprise answer, as 8U0- 
Qesied by the above earfoon. 


. (Answers Monday) 

Yesterday’s Jumbles: CHAFE IVORY PIRATE PARADE 
Answer What die judge’s wife sought at the dress 

store — THE VERDICT 


I 0-237? 


da, i \ 




























Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, May 20, 1998 
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Daily 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Despite better financial results, chairman 
of Woolen Industries complains of difficulties 


** THE WOOLEN Industries Company 
has increased its capital from JD1 million 
to JDI.4 million following the approval 
of the general assembly to distribute 40 
per cent of the par value of each share as 
a free bonus to shareholders. The JD0.4 
million was an amount carried on the 
books as premium of shares issued at a 
price higher than the par value. 

The general assembly also approved 
the distribution of dividends at a rate of 
10 per cent after the company posted 
higher sales and profit last year. 
According to the annual report, the 
Woollen Industries Company raised its 
sales by 10.8 per cent to JD1.33 million 
compared to JD1.2 million in 1996. 

As a result, gross profit increased from 
JD283,000 in 1996 to JD31 1,000 at the 
end of last year. Net profit after tax was 
slightly higher as it stood at JD 129,000 
(JD 11 8,000 in 1996). Board chairman 
Jamil Maraqa told the shareholders that 
costs of material used in production have 
risen by 27.3 per cent, or JD 1 63,000, as a 
result of the company's focus on the pro- 
duction of mink blankets which are of a 
higher quality. The production cost rise 
from JD598,000 to JD76 1,000 was also 
attributed to a 22.9 per cent increase in 
producing blankets. 

Dr. Maraqa told the shareholders that 
the difficulties faced by the company was 
a result of widening economic recession 
and weakening purchasing power of con- 


sumers. He indicated that while the gov- 
ernment lowered customs on imported 
products a number of times, it refused to 
exempt the company’s production input 
from taxes and fees. The continued clo- 
sure of the Iraqi market and the heighten- 
ing competition from imported blankets 
were also among the problems, the chair- 
man said. 

However, despite the difficulties be 
mentioned. Dr. Maraqa highlighted the 
success of the company in producing and 
selling 83,000 blankets or around 85 per 
cent of the production and sale figures 
estimated in last year's plan. “The con- 
centration on producing mink blankets 
was even higher than the rate envisaged 
in the plan,” he said stressing that the 
company is seeking to bring up produc- 
tion and sales to 110.000 blankets with a 
70 per cent concentration on mink blan- 
kets. 

The chairman concluded by emphasis- 
ing that the company has followed new 
selling methods and has opened other 
“marketing windows" in most cities and 
villages in the Kingdom." Efforts will 
also be focused once again on exporting 
ro neighbouring markets," he said. 

Latest financial statements show that 
the company's total assets amount to 
about JD1 .94 million and that sharehold- 
ers’ equity total JD1.64 million (.Al 
Aswaq + Al Ra’i). 
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Dead Sea Industries Company teams up with U.S. 
firm to set up $120m bromine factory in Jordan 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Dead Sea 
Industries Company 
iDSIC) and the U.S. 
Albemarle Corporation 
Tuesday signed a memo- 
randum of understanding to 
establish a SI 20 million 
bromine factory in Jordan. 

The DSIC, a subsidiary of 
the Arab Potash Company 
(APC), and the Virginia- 
based firm will finance 40 
per cent of the project 
while the rest will be 
obtained through foreign 
loans, the APC board 
Chairman Saleh Irsheidat 
said. 

He added that the two 
sides have consulted with 
some international finan- 
cial institutions that are 
interested in giving loans to 
the project. 

Dr. Irsheidat told 
reporters that the new joint 


venture will enable the 
Kingdom to produce not 
only the bromine but also 
other necessary compo- 
nents that are part of other 
industries. 

The APC chairman said 
the new project will create 
300 job opportunities in the 
country. 

Albemarle will provide 
the venture with engineer- 
ing technology in addition 
uTraarketing and manufac- 
turing expertise needed in 
the proposed projected. Dr. 
Irsheidat said. 

The American firm is one 
of the leading suppliers of 
bromine chemicals. The 
company has been supply- 
ing bromine chemicals to 
its worldwide customers 
for over 30 years. 

Dr. Irsheidat, who was 
speaking at a press confer- 
ence, said the agreement 
stipulates the production of 
50,000 tonnes of bromine 


annually. He added that the 
factory will start its pro- 
duction by 2001. 

Dr. Irsheidat expected the 
project to earn the two 
sides an annual income of 
$120 million every year. 

He said that the agree- 
ment with the American 
fixm was concluded during 
a visit by Deputy Prime 
Minister Jawad Anani to 
Washington earlier this 
month. 

Dr. Irsheidat said the pro- 
posed factories will be 
established at Al Safi mines 
near the Dead Sea. He did 
not say when the construc- 
tions work will start 

The AFC chief indicated 
that tbe joint venture will 
also produce 50,000 tonnes 
of tetra bromo bisphenol 
and 35,000 tonnes of calci- 
um bromide. The Asian and 
European markets will be 
targetted for the bulk of the 
outpuL 


The bromine is widely 
used for polymers, surfac-. 
tants and biocides, pharma- 
ceuticals, agricultural 
chemicals, photographic 
chemicals, water treatment 
and petroleum products. 

Earlier this year, news 
reports indicated that 
Jordan and Israel were 
negotiating the establish- 
ment of a bromine factory 
at the Dead Sea but appar- 
ently the talks between the 
two sides have failed to 
reach an agreement 
Dr. Irsheidat said the APC 
and DSIC have negotiated 
with several firms world- 
wide before "being satis- 
fied that the best conditions 
were those received from 
the American firm.” 

He said that competition 
with Israeli firms, which 
are also producing 
bromine, to market this 
product worldwide was 
irrelevant because "there 


are few countries which 
produce this material which 
have high demand in world 
.markets.” - 

In addition to the . pro- 
posed bromine firm, the 
DSIC will establish a $40 
million factory to produce 
the chlorine which is need- 
ed in tbe bromine produc- 
tion, DSlC’s Chairman 
Talai Erekat said during the 
press conference. 

Mr. Erekat said that his 
firm was considering to 
invite a "strategic partner” 
to take part in the financing 
of the chlorine factory, with 
an estimated capacity of 
100,000 tonnes annually. 

“We are in contact with 
some parties and we hope 
that we will come to an 
agreement soon” Mr. 
Erekat said. He added that 
the proposed project will 
create 120 jobs. 

The APC owns 51 per 
cent of the DSIC’s capital. 


Ancient railway could be revived as touristic project 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An ancient 
Ottoman railway track that 
interconnected the stretch 
between Mecca and Istanbul 
during the Ottoman empire 
may be brought back to life 
according to Turkey’s 
ambassador in Amman. 
Suha Umar. 

“1 have it in my mind as a 
tourist project., and it is 
important both for Turkey 
and Jordan, because of its 
historic significance.” Mr. 
Umar said Monday at the 
Turkish Days in Jordan 
expo, featuring 90 Turkish 
companies and organised by 
the Turkish Ladin Company 
and the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association. 

"It is the only railway 


track in the region,'' he said, 
adding that “railway trans- 
portation is cheap, especial- 
ly in the Middle East” As 
such, the opportunity to 
utilise it should not be 
neglected, he stressed. 

Mr. Umar said that at a 
later stage the railway track, 
expected to cost JD160 mil- 
lion, would be used for 
freight transportation. The 
Hijazi railway track was 
built at the turn of the centu- 
ry to transport military sup- 
plies and pilgrims along the 
Ottoman empire's vast 
expanse. 

In 1917, the track, running 
from Ma’an to Mecca, was 
destroyed by Arab armies 
during the Great Arab 
Revolt against the Ottoman 
occupation, nevertheless, 
other routes such as die 


Ma’an- Damascus route and 
another leading to Haifa in 
Israel are still running. 

If the track comes back 
into operation between 
Jordan and Turkey, the 
Kingdom would have a door 
into a 200 million strong 
market — the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation 
Council (BSECQ. 

Jordan has applied for an 
observer role within the 
BSECC which according to 
Mr. Umar, Turkey has been 
lobbying for strongly. 
"Unfortunately... Greece 
blocked Jordan's application 
for an observer position into 
the [BSECC].” Mr. Umar 
said. 

Nevertheless, the Turkish 
ambassador was confident 
that this obstacle will be 
overcome which he said 


would be beneficial for 
Jordan on both an economic 
and political level, indicat- 
ing that it would materialise 
within a short period of 
time. 

The balance of trade 
between Jordan and Turkey 
has been gradually evening 
out In 1995, Turkish 
exports to die Kingdom 
amounted to $169 million 
versus $21 million the other 
way round. 

Last year, Jordan exports 
to Turkey reached $29 mil- 
lion. in comparison to $106 
million of Turkish product 
imports to the Kingdom. 

Among Jordanian export 
items to Ttarkey are phos- 
phate, which could be 
increased if Jordan offers 
better prices than its “other” 
competitors, according to 
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Yasemin Oncel, regional 
coordinator pf the 
Jordanian-Turkish. Business 
Council (DEIK). Morocco 
and Tunisia also export 
phosphate to Turkey. 

As such, bilateral trade ties 
look promising and large 
construction companies like 
Tepe INSAAT think they 
can carve a niche here, 
according to Oral Ataman, 
the companies overseas pro- 
jects manager. 

"Tepe is here for big pro- 
jects in Jordan,” Mr. Ataman 
said. Tepe recently finished 
building a complete city that 
can bouse 50,000 residents 
outside Ankara and has 
another project underway to 
build the highest skyscraper 
in Europe, a budding of 57 
floors, for the Turkish is 
Bank in Istanbul. 

“We are herefar, hotel pro-,, 
jects and airports.” Mr, . . 
Ataman stressed* hinting,; 
that Tepe is working to win 
an Aqaba hotel construction 
project with a local partner 
whose name he asked be 
withheld. Mr. Ataman added 
that Tepe is interested in the 
development of the joint 
Jordaman-Israeli airport in 
Aqaba. 

However, this all depends 
on the success of the peace 
process, he noted. 

Other attendants like the 
Palestinians have had a hard 
time conducting trade in the 
self-rule territories, said 
Yousef Lahham of tbe 
European-Palestinian Ch- 
amber of Commerce. There 
are 150 Palestinian compa- 
nies attending the fair. 

Mr. Lahham said that it 
was hard to conduct trade 
with Turkish companies 
because of harsh Israeli 
security measures in the 
self-rule territories, even 
though there was high 
demand for Turkish prod- 
ucts. 

In addition, Mr. Lahham 
criticised Israel's closures of 
the West Bank and Gaza and 
its promotion of insecurity 
as impeding the growth of 
the Palestinian tourist sector. 
“Contrary to what the 
Israelis say, it is very safe in 
the Palestinian territories, 
especially in the Holy City 
pf Bethlehem " 

The fair held at the 
International Motor Show 
Exhibition Hall on the air- 
port road will last till 
Thursday. 
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atistuta dreams of Argentina 


PARIS (AFP) — .Argentina may not have Diego Maradona 
in the team this time, but star striker Gabriel Batistuta is 
already dreaming of lifting his country’s third World Cup 
in France this summer. 

"BatigoP. as he is dubbed in Italy for his goalscoring 
feats with Fiorentina. has been enjoying some of the best 
form of his career in the run-up to his biggest test yet. 

Now 28. Batistuta started out in Argentina with Newell’s 
Old Boys, before joining River Plate and then Boca 
Juniors. He arrived in Florence in 1991 and had already 
established his credentials by the time the last World Cup 
finals came around in 1994. 

Batismra scored a hat-trick in the 4-0 demolition of 
Greece at the Fox boro stadium at USA *94. although the 
match is better remembered for the sweetly-struck goal 
from Maradona, shortly before the disgrace of the 
Argentine hero's drugs ban. 

Batistuta returned to Florence for his best season yet, 
becoming Italian football's top scorer with 26 goals: which 
remains a record for the Serie A since it moved to 18 clubs 
in 1988. 

The following season saw Fiorentina lift the Italian Cup. 
with Batistuta scoring eight goals in as many matches, 
including two of his side's three goals in a final over two- 
legs with Atalanta. 

However, there was to be bitter disappointment in the 
European Cup Winners' Cup. 

Fiorentina managed to reach the semi-finals against a 
Ronaldo- powered Barcelona, and Batistuta’s fine second- 
half strike in Spain secured a precious 1-1 draw in the first 
leg. 

But the Argentine's booking cost him a suspension for 
the second leg. and his team slumped to a 2-0 defeat, made 
worse by bouts of missile-throwing by an unruly home 
crowd. 

Looking ahead, Batistuta may yet leave Italy for one of 
the top sides in Europe. 

“Fiorentina are a great team, but the club certainly isn't,” 
he said. “In Argentina, everyone knows Manchester United 
but the only ones who have heard of Fiorentina are people 
who follow me.” 
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Mandela wishes 
S. African team good luck 


PRETORIA (AFP) — 
President Nelson Mandela 
treated the South African 
World Cup team to tea and 
pastries ar his home 
Monday and wished them 
good luck for the upcoming 
France 9S championship. 

“On behalf of the entire 
country, I say to you: God 
speed," the 79-year-old 
president told the Bafana 
Bafana team. 

‘'I don't have the slightest 
doubt you will return with 
honours” he said, after 
shaking hands with the 
entire team. 

The squad will leave 
South Africa after playing a 
friendly match against 
Zambia in Johannesburg on 


Wednesday. Their opening 
match against France will 
be in Marseille on June 12. 

Team captain Lucas 
Radebe responded the the 
president's good wishes 
saying: “We will do the best 
we can, also for you.” 

Apparently referring to a 
tussle at the weekend 
between a newspaper 
reporter and French coach 
Philippe Troussier over the 
inclusion of 17 foreign- 
based players in the squad. 
Mandela said: "There have 
been some problems, but I 
believe they have been 
overcome.” 


Brown: 
the brains 
behind 
Scottish 


What a Daei for Iran 


brawn 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
While Scottish club foot- 
ball has declined in recent 
years, Craig Brown has 
succeeded in ensuring the 
national team remains a 
force in world football 
despite limited playing 
resources. 

Scottish football is no 
longer blessed with an 
embarrassment of talent 
and the influx of foreign 
stars into the country's 
leading clubs has restricted 
the development of young 
home-grown players. 

But Brown, a former pro- 
fessional player as well as a 
schoolteacher, has mould- 
ed a solid and efficient, if 
unspectacular, team that 
has proved very difficult to 
beat 

There are few star names 
in the squad but Brown’s 
tactical astuteness and 
sound organisation as well 
as a robust defence and an 
excellent team spirit have 
kept Scotland in the 
world's elite. 

Brown, a genial and pop- 
ular figure, recently signed 
a new four-year deal and he 
will be 62 when the con- 
tract ends after the 2002 
World Cup. 

He is also Scotland's 
technical director in charge 
of the country's coaches 
and the youth development 
programme. 

Scotland Skipper Gary 
McAllister, who is recover- 
ing from a severe knee 
injury that will see him 
miss the World Cup this 
summer, is delighted 
Brown is remaining at the 
helm. 

“Jt goes without saying 
that Craig has the respect 
of all the lads in the squad. 
His record is very impres- 
sive.” says McAllister. 


PARIS (AFP) — Ali Daei’s family and 
close friends call him Shader, or “king", a 
worthy title for the man who was world 
striker of the year in 1996. 

He received that award after scoring 22 
goals in 15 internationals for Iran. 

Bom in Ardabil near Iran's northwestern 
border with Azerbaijan. Daei became the 
first Iranian to ever play in Germany's 
Bundesliga when he signed with Arrainia 
Bielefeld. 

Prior to that be was a football hero at 
home, topping the goalscoring three times 
in succssion. before moving to the club Al- 
Sadd in Qatar where he scored 50 goals in 
one season. He was also the second highest 
scorer in the Asian World Cup qualifying 
section with nine goals. 

These were the ceredentials which 
brought him to the attention of Bielefeld. 
He signed there a year ago despite more 
lucrative offers from other Bundesliga 
clubs, English premier league sides and 
Galatasary Istanbul in Turkey. 

Through his and countryman Karim 


Bagberi's presence, Daei says Bielefeld 
have won 60 million extra fans in Iran with 
local television stations broadcasting satel- 
lite footage-of Bundesliga games. 

The 29 year old Daei haTbeerc-wannly 

welcomed by Bielefeld's fans who sing a 
reworded version of a caiypso-style Boney 
M song, “Hoc-ray, hoo-ray. it's Ali Ali 
Daei.” 

He also carries, in part, the hopes of a 
nation on his shoulders as Iran tackle the 
United States, Yugoslavia and, ironically, 
Germany in the World Cup's initial round 
robin series. 

Iran's beating of Australia to snatch the 
last available World Cup berth was greeted 
with mass street celebrations. The only 
time, Daei says, that he has seen greater 
euphoria was following the revolution 
which toppled the Shah. 

.After his footballing days are over Daei 
will retire home to Iran and help his family 
run the six sports goods shops he has helped 
them build up with his football earnings. 


PARIS (AFP) — May has 
been a merry month for 
young South African 

defender Mark Fish with 
wife Loui giving birth to 
their first child and his 
inclusion in an all-time 
African squad. 

Only 24, Fish has been 
capped 37 rimes, featured 
in two African Nations Cup 
finals. one African 

Champions Cup decider, 
represented Africa and the 
World, and performed at 
the highest level in Italy 
and England. 

The only dark sport on 
the horizon was the relega- 
tion last weekend of Bolton 
Wanderers because Fish 
knows playing EngLisb 

First Division football can- 
not enhance his interna- 
tional career. 

Known as “Feeeesh” by 
his multiracial army of 
fans, the former striker 
helped unfashionable Jomo 
Cosmos reach the 1993 

African Cup-winners Cup 
semi-finals before moving 
to more glamourous 
Orlando Pirates. 

In 1995. the Buccaneers 
ended a 12- year North 
African monopoly of the 
leading club championship 
by defeating ASEC before 
50.000 fanatical Ivory 
Coast supporters. 

Fish rates that achieve- 
ment even higher than the 
1996 African Nations Cup 
triumph that set the defend- 
-er-wiih jan eye for adven- 
ture on the road to interna- 
tional success. 

He joined Italian club 
Lazio and made infrequent 
first-team appearances 
before moving last year to 
Bolton, where the South 
African -scored several 
goals but could not keep 
them in the Premiership. 

“Reaching the African 
Nations Cup final despite 
nightmarish preparations 
was a magnificent achieve- 
ment and augurs well for 
our chances in France.” he 
says. 


Hoddle aiming to make World Cup his first trophy 


PARIS (AFP) — If Glenn Hoddle 
leads England to World Cup glory in 
France, the Jules Rimet trophy wifi be 
the first honour he has won as a man- 
ager. 

Hoddle became the youngest of 
England’s nine managers when he was 
appointed to succeed Terry Venables 
after the 1996 European 
Championships at the age of 38. 

He had just five years of experience 
as a player/manager before taking on 
one of the most demanding jobs in 
world football after a string of leading 
candidates had ruled themselves out of 
contention for the post. 

But he showed his talent for coach- 
ing the best out of players when he 
steered sleepy Swindon into the bright 
lights of the English Premiership via 
the first division 1993 play-offs on a 
shoestring budget. 


A month later he quit to join London 
glamour club Chelsea and guided 
English football's most famous under- 
achievers into the final of the 1994 FA 
Cup which they lost 4-0 to a powerful 
Manchester United side. 

Chelsea's re-emergence as a major 
force continued for a year and a half 
although Hoddle had no silverware to 
show for his growing tactical acumen 
and ability to motivate players. 

Hoddle's potential as a top manager 
was clear, but it was still a major sur- 
prise when the Football Association 
turned to him after failing to persuade 
more experienceed and successful 
candidates to take the England hotseat. 

But Hoddle. who was persuaded to 
pursue a career in coaching by Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger while at 
Monaco, quickly confounded the scep- 
tics after succeeding Venables in the 


summer of 1 996. 

England finished top of their World 
Cup qualifying group after holding 
mighty Italy to a 0-0 draw in Rome — 
despite suffering a 1-0 defeat to them 
at Wembley when England lost a home 
qualifier for the first time in their his- 
tory'. 

Hoddle's relative lack of success as 
an England player perhaps gave him 
greater cause to succeed as the team's 
manager. Despite their love of open, 
attacking football former England 
bosses Ron Greenwood and Bobby 
Robson failed to accommodate 
Hoddle's extravagant talents. He won 
a total of 53 caps between 1979 and 
1989 but rarely produced the perfor- 
mances that made him such an excep- 
tional midfielder at dub level with 
Tottenham and Monaco. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Japan’s Sugiyama through to 2nd round Sporting Lisbon coach quits 


STRASBOURG (AP) — Fourth-seeded Ai Sugiyama of 
Japan had an early scare in the first round of the Strasbourg 
Open tennis competition Monday, dropping a set to 
France's Nathalie Dechy before winning in three sets, 1-6, 
6-4. 6-3. Wild card Julie Halard-Decugis, of France, also 
progressed to the second round, beating Thailand's 
Tamasine Tanasugam, 6-4. 6-2. Maria Alejandra Vento, 
Olga Barabanschikova, Sarah Pitkowski and Adriana Gersi 
were other first round winners Monday. The $ 200,000 
tournament, which began Monday, ends May 23. Other 
seeds were scheduled to play later this week. 


LISBON (AFP) — Sporting Lisbon parted company with 
coach Carlos Manuel on Monday by mutual consent. In a 
statement the club announced that Manuel. 40. was not the 
man to lead the club's assault on knocking champions 
Porto off their perch. Sporting only just qualified for the 
UEFA Cup and have long been in the shadows of city rivals 
Benfica. who came second this season as Porto bagged a 
fourth straight title. Manuel only took over the club in late 
December and was the fourth coach the club had in a trou- 
bled campaign which saw him quickly fall out with inter- 
nationals Oceano and Pedro Barbosa. 


World Cup countdown 
with Franz Beckenbauei 




Are you a World Cup expert? Then let me chall enge) 


r- : 


5) African football is experiencing an 
impressive boom. Their best teams can 
really strike fear into the hearts of their 
opponents. I remember at the World Cup 
in Italy 1990 how my players and I were 
watching the quarter final between 
England and Cameroon. England came 
so close to being eliminated but went on 
to win the game 3-2. My players, along 
with millions of other fans watching the 
game on the little screen, empathised 
with Cameroon and applauded the 
African team's every dangerous move. 


“Don't you realise that we couldeddrup 
playing them?" I asked. Nobody 
answered. All the players started tcvfignk 
whal a match against the Africans 
signify. TheD their thoughis turtfedjfu 
England — a team that we at lea 
well. But Cameroon passed into 
as the surprise team of this World Gu|j, 
However, they were not the firsLte&gfc 
from the African continent to take part® 
a World Cup competition. Which 
the first? 



[i* Taw? Ayyee 

..." :iu 


Until I put a damper on their euphoria. 


Solve the geography question daily to find the phrase at 
the end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 

What’s wrong here? 

f-r-ycy. 


t. 


? r 


If 


Zka 












In 1997. a friendly tournament took place between Brazil, England, Italy and, of £ 
course, France. The four-team competition was meant to serve as preparation for * 
the World Cup 1998 and also to inaugurate the new Stade de France stadium in 
St. Denis, Paris, where the opening match and the final are to be played in this 
year's competition. The photo is taken from the match Brazil-England (1-0) and ^ 
shows a duel between England's Southgate and Brazil's Dunga and Aldair. % 
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5) Two oceans collide here, albeit 
only briefly. More than anything 
else the country has in the past 
few years aroused interest 
because of its economic develop- 
ment Its internationally best 
known politician now bears the 
name “senator.” although 25 
"- years ago he was better known as 
a putschist and dictator. The 
land's most famous writer, a lyric 
poet and Nobel Prize winner, 
died scant days after the afore- 
mentioned putsch. He wrote of 
his childhood in his home coun- 
try: “It rained for months, it 
rained for years.” the geographi- 
cal shape of this country is some- 
what impractical for travellers, 
being extremely long, top to bot- 
tom. Sideways it could be crossed 
comfortably on a bicycle, were 
not a troublesome mountain 
range in the way where the tallest 
peak in the continent can be 
found. Another extreme was a 
much used transit thoroughfare, which, 
however, has lost much importance in the 
meantime because of another construc- 
tion linking two oceans thousands of 
kilometres to the north. It is rich in natur- 
al resources, a fact which in the past led 
to armed conflict with its neighbouring 
countries. 
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SOLUTION TO THE 
WORLDCUP COUNTRY CONTEST 
The pbrise'we are looking for offers a 
rather precise, though harsh "definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
the world of diplomats. 


Please fill In the respective letters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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@0000© 
1» 30 31 32 23 34 


00 
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37 28 


©0 
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0000 
31 32 33 34 


00 

35 J* 


000© 
37 30 30 40 
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41 4] 44 
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4S 44 4 7 48 


0 © 
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©©©0 
SI S3 S3 54 


© 00 © 

SS 5b 57 5* 


©@©000© 
5* «0 61 62 &3 44 05 


0© 
M <7 


©0© 
M 69 70 


7J 71 73 74 


son* 1990 


Solution: 


Please enter the letters of the country 
as instructed in the solution squares as 
follows: 

Second letter of the country in posi- . 
tikm 31. 

Fourth letter in position 33. 


=.=7. K33 -'S* 


Facts and figures about the participating countries 


T’Our 


BULGARIA 


i 




5 


5 

D 

O 

H 


/ 


CE-ttMA 


10-463414* 


PHILADELPHIA T 




CINEMA 


TEL»634I44 


1* 


Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30,. 3:30. 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 1* 


Jim Carry ... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA 


TEL569MJ8 


PLAZA 




CINEMA 


TEL: 5677420 




The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 
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Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 
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CONCORD 


20-T7 


comcokp-it- 


THE RELIC 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10*30 
CONCORD -T 

ISMAILIA RAYEH G AI - 
KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Don't LaughPIease 
We're Jordaman 

Starring Hisham Ycmes, ArtUil 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the groty 
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Football association , boycotting clubs meet today 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Football Association 
(JFA) Tuesday held a meeting to discuss the 
deadlock which has caused the suspension of the 
Premier League (PL) Championship, a JFA 
spokesman said. 

JFA Vice-President Saleh Irsheidat said that 
another meeting will take place todav 
(Wednesday) with presidents of the seven clubs 
that suspended their participation in the PL com- 
petitions demanding a review of the formula 
governing ticket sales revenue. 

Informed JFA sources, however, said it was 
unlikely that JFA President HRH Prince 
Abdullah would attend today's meeting, adding 
that only the association's executive council 
members and chairmen of the seven clubs would 
be present. 

The clubs have unsuccessfully been requesting 
to meet with Prince Abdullah to senle the dispute 


since the seven suspended their participation on 
April 30. 

The JFA consequently put the competition on 
hold after A! Faisali. Kufrsoum. A! Ramtha, A1 
Qadissiyeh, A1 Hussein, AI Ahli and A1 Ambi 
announced their boycott of the event until their 
demands were met by the JFA. 

Irsheidat said he was ‘’optimistic” that today’s 
meeting will be a “positive" one, leading to ihe 
resolution of the deadlock which has crippled the 
country’s most popular sports event 

The seven clubs are demanding that the 1997 
agreement, which governs the distribution of the 
revenues, be revoked and suggested that all rev- 
enues be distributed equally among the ten PL 
clubs. 

In April, the JFA signed an agreement with a 
consortium of four businessmen, in rerum for 
JD300.000. 

The seven clubs said that the new agreement 
was a new development which “made it neces- 
sary to review- the distribution of ticket sales 


among the clubs." 

But Al Wihdat. one of the Kingdom's biggest 
clubs, suggested that any change in the formula 
would make them reconsider their participation 
in the PL contest. 

Another club, Shabab Al Hussein sided with 
ihe Al Wihdat and said thai it does not favour any 
change in the ticket sales distributions. 

Al Jazireh Club was the only party which has 
not supported any of the two camps. 

Irsheidat stressed that today's meeting will be 
an attempt to convince the seven clubs to recon- 
sider their decision. 

*'! belie\e that matters are not dear to some 
ponies and we will make everything clear to 
them in today's meeting." Irsheidat told the 
Jordan Times." 

“The details of the agreement rwith the four 
businessmen) are not clear for the seven clubs. 
We will explain to them what benefit they will 
make out of the new agreement.’' he added. 
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Five teams compete in Amman 
Beach Volleyball Championship 


By Roof an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Beach volleyball is hit- 
ting Jordan — this time in Amman 
— when the 2nd International Beach 
Volleyball Championship for Women 
kicks off June 1-6 with five countries 
taking pan. 

The event, held as part of the 
Kingdom's Independence Day cele- 
brations, will group teams from 
Germany. Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and 
Jordan according to championship 
director Maher Al Nimri. 

He told the Jordan Times that the 


Crown Hotel had prepared a special 
court for the five-day event. 

“Two professional teams will rep- 
resent Germany: Al Amaneh and Al 
Salam Clubs from Iraq; while 
Jordan’s two teams are sponsored by 
the Crown Hotel,” he added. 

Syria are the titleholders after tak- 
ing the top two spots last year in the 
First International Championship on 
the shores of the Dead Sea. 

Their team of Maha Sweid, Hanan 
Mustrih, Sawsan Hana. Safa' Saoud 
are expected to face tough competi- 
tion from Germany whose players 
represent the national team. 


Jordan who took the third place last 
year will be represented by Shereen 
Thalji. Iman Barishi. and Suhad Al 
Afghani. Lebanon wa* fourth. 

Nimri said the hotel will organise 
the men's competition next year. 

Beach volleyball consists of two 
players in each team with the same 
court as regular volleyball but played 
on sand. 

The rules are sliehtlv different 
from thai of volleyball. 

“It needs a lot of physical fitness 
from the players as they are playing 
on beach sand." he added. 
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SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) 
— Karl Malone sparked Utah 
past the Los Angeles Lakers 
for a commanding lead in the 
National Basketball 

Association playoffs, then 
sent a message to Michael 
Jordan. 

Malone told the Chicago 
Bulls superstar who replaced 
him as the NBA’s Most 
Valuable Player on Monday 
that he intends to replace 
Jordan as the NBA playoff 
MVP, something likely to 
happen only if Utah wins the 
title. 

“I would like to switch with 
Michael this year,” Malone 
said. ‘T won it last year and 
he won the biggest one. 
Hopefully, that’s what I can 
try to do for this team." 

Malone scored 33 points 
and John Stockton had a 
playoff-high 22 to rally the 
Jazz past the Lakers 99-95 
here Monday and take a 2-0 
lead in their best-of- seven 
Western Conference champi- 
onship series. 

After inflicting the worst 
loss in Lakers’ playoff histo- 
ry, a 35-point blowout in 
game one, Malone was wor- 
ried about the intensity for 
game two. 

“These games are the 
toughest to play,” Malone 
sad. . “Guys come in here 
with-ihe attitude to take two 
games. When they lose one, 
they' become desperate for 
the otter. We've had in our 
minds all along that this is 
going to be a long series ” 

■ Stockton doubled his post- 
season scoring average by 
9-of-12 shots and 
” " ;assists. He scored 

cats in die final five 
l and outclassed Laker 
Derek Fisher and 
lExel. 

just played hard. 

- solid and played 
together," Stockton said. 
‘'We’ll "see what happens this 
weekend.” 

Malone bad nine points in 
the- final period, sparking a 
j3-l Utah run early in the 
toonh thar gave the Jazz the 
for good. But with two 
ketones needed still to make 
toe final, Malone has pin off 
celebrating 

/These guys are very capa- 
“k" Malone said. “When 
you start celebrating and feel- 
tog good about yourself^ you 
hit real hard.” 

Lakas center SbaquiDe 
0 Neal scored 31 points and 
good on his promise to 




Utah Jazz Karl Malone (R) drives for a lay-up during first quarter action againrf 
the Los Angeles Lakers in the NBA Western Conference finals in Salt Lake City (AFP 

PHOTO) 


P®yed 


throw elbows, decking Jazz 
forward Antoine Carr in the 
final period. 

O'Neal laid out Carr as he 
scored inside to give the 
Lakers a 75-72 lead with 
10:31 to play. Carr started 
talking with O’Neal and 
seemed to inspire the Jazz, 
who scored the next 1 1 
points. 

“We really starting hurting 
ourselves in the second half," 
Lakers coach Del Harris said. 
'We were in a hurry instead 
of valuing the possession of 
the ball.” 

The Lakers led most of the 
gist three quartets until 
Malone and Stockton rallied 
Utah to a seventh home play- 


off victory in a row. 

"It should’ve never hap- 
pened," said Laker guard 
Kobe Bryant, who finished 
with nine points on 3- of-10 
shooting. “We lost our mental 
toughness. That's the only 
explanation for what hap- 
pened. 

“Then we tried to take the 
easy way out by throwing it 
into Shaq, not realizing that 
it’s our j'ob to get it to him 
where he could do something 
with it. We should’ve moved 
die ball more.” 

Game three of the series is 
Friday in Los Angeles, where 
Utah won last year in ousting 
the Lakers one round earlier. 

T railin g 96-93 in the final 


minute, the Lakers went to 
O’Neal who missed a hook. 
Utah’s Jeff Homacek made 
two free throws with 24 sec- 
onds left After a tip-in by 
Eddie Jones, Stockton basi- 
cally sealed it by going 1-of- 
2 from the line with 17 sec- 
onds left. Rick Fox missed 
two Laker three-point shots 
and the Jazz ran out the 
clock. 

Homacek scored 1 1 points. 
Russell added 10 and 
Anderson eight for the Jazz, 
who shot 51.5 per cent (35- 
of-6S) from the field and 
made 27-of-38 free throws. 

“When they play that way, 
they’re tough to beat." Van 
Exel said. 


Dalglish 
promised 
cash for 
assault 
on title 


LONDON (AFP> — 
Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish on Monday gained 
an assurance that money will 
be available for new players 
this summer as (he Magpies 
bid to forget a disappointing 
season. 

After losing the FA Cup 
final Saturday to Arsenal at 
Wembley, the board met at St 
James' Park to decide strate- 
gy for the coming season. 

Alastair Wilson, the newest 
member of Newcastle’s 
board who is charged with 
improving the club’s poor 
public image, said: “Kenny 
Dalglish will be manager 
next season. And he most 
certainly will have money to 
spend. 

“He has already identified a 
number of players, some in 
mainland Europe and some 
here in the UK. During the 
summer months he wifi be 
going about his business 
strengthening weaknesses he 
has identified within the 
squad.” 

Many' of the dub’s fens and 
football fans in general 
would love to see the 
Magpies revert to the flowing 
football they displayed under 
former boss Kevin Keegan. 

While Wilson believes this 
is not the answer, he feels 
that there is a middle way 
which would satisfy die fans 
and brine success to the club. 

“Kevin is a close friend of 
mine, but although they were 
super days, unforgettable 
days, there were weaknesses 
at the back. I was just talking 
today about that wonderful 
match at Anfidd when we 
lost 4-3 to Liverpool 

“With a bit of effort, we can 
maybe blend Keegan's cava- 
lier style and the strength and 
organisational style of 
Dalglish to build a side to be 
reckoned with — I certainly 
hope so.” 


Hingis 
leads WTA 
rankings 

MIAMI (AFP) — WTA 
rankings published 

Monday: 

1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 
6308 pis 

2. Lindsay Davenport 
(USA) 3963 

3. Jana Novotna (Cze) 
3949 

4. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 
2798 

5. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 
2770 

6. Monica Seles (USA) 
2644 

7. Conchita Martinez 
(Spaj 2617 

8. Venus Williams (USA) 
2615 

9. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 
2204 

10. Iva Majoli iCro) 

2129 

1 1. Mary Pierce (Fra) 
2013 

12. Nathalie Tauziar (Fra) 
1936 
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Michael Jordan (R) of Lhe Chicago Bulls holds his fifth .Maurice PodolofT Most 
Valuable Player Trophy for the 1997-98 season at a press conference at the Sheraton 
North Shore Hotel in Northbrook, IL. Jordan is trying to lead the Bulls to their sixth 
NBA title (AFP PHOTO i 

Michael Jordan 
gets 5th MVP award 


CHICAGO (AFP» — Michael Jordan was 
Monday voted the National Basketball 
Association’s Most Valuable Player Award 
for the Fifth time, the third player in NBA 
history to do so. 

The superstar guard of the Chicago Bulls 
received 92 first-place votes and 1,084 
points from a panel of writers and broad- 
caster*. dethroning Utah Jazz forward Karl 
Malone. Iasi year’s winner. 

Malone was second in ihe voting with 20 
first-place votes and S42 points. Nineteen 
players received at least one point. 

Jordan last won the MVP in 1 996 follow- 
ing the completion of his first full season 
after coming out of retirement in 1993. He 
also won the award in 1988, 1991 and 1992 
and finished second to Malone last year. 

Only ail-time scoring leader Kareem 
Abdui-Jabbar, with six MVP awards, has 
been honoured more than Jordan. Bill 
Russell, who led the Boston Celtics to 1 1 
NBA titles in his 13-year career, also has 


won the award five times. 

Asked whether the trophy should 
renamed after him, Jordan replied that there 
were a “lot of great players who should 
have an opportunity to have their names on 
it ... I don't want to jump ahead these types 
of legends." 

He welcomed the accolade but said "it 
will not be cherished until we (the Bulls) 
accomplish a sixth (NBA i championship.” 

The Bulls appear well on target for a sixth 
title. Sunday, they beat Indiana 85-79 in the 
first game of their NBA semi-final series. 

This season, Jordan led the NBA in scor- 
ing for an unprecedented 1 0th time, averag- 
ing 28.7 points per game. 

Although it marked his lowest average in 
12 years, he played the first 35 games with- 
out All-Star sidekick Scottie Pippen, who 
was injured. The Bulls finished 62-20, tying 
ihe Jazz for ihe best record in ihe league. 


Hat-trick ready for Juventus 


AMSTERDAM (AFP) — 
Juventus will be aiming for 
their third European Cup tro- 
phy in the club's hisiory here 
on Wednesday night, when 
they lake on Real Madrid in 
their third consecutive final. 

The Turin club will start as 
favourites alter winning lhe 
cup in 3996 in Rome and 
surrendering it lo Borussia 
Dortmund Iasi year in 
Munich: a defeat which 
looks destined io make them 
even more motivated here. 

Juventus have ihe experi- 
ence, Lhe players and another 
Serie A title, along with a 
near 60-goal partnership 
bet w seen Alessandro Del 
Piero and Filippo Inzaghi, 
on their side. 

Thai record is a clearly cut 
above the Spanish side, who 
are deservedly a legend in 
European football. Bui like 
ali legends, their success is 
very much rooted in ihe past. 

Di Siefano’s Real may 
have won the First live edi- 
tion of Europe’s mosi covet- 
ed footballing trophy, but 
they haven't reached a 
European Cup final since 
i9$i. when they were sunk 
by Alan Kennedy’s laie 
strike for Liverpool ai ihe 
Parc des Princes. 

And the Spaniards haven’t 
held ihe trophy aloft since 
die year England lifted the 
World Cup, in 3966. 

This season performances 
In the Spanish Liga have 
been disappointing, and little 
short of disastrous away 
from home. They finished 
fourth in a championship 
won by their hated Catalan 
rivals Barcelona, and only 
secured a UEFA Cup slot by 
beating Betis 1-0 in the last 
game of the season. 


German coach Jupp 
Heynckes is meanwhile 
widely expected io be look- 
ing for another job next 
week, irrespective of 
Wednesday's outcome. 

The form book aside, the 
psychological advantage 
will be with a Juventus side 
determined to cancel the 
memory of last May's 3-1 
defeai io Dortmund, when 
they were condemned by a 
series of uncharacteristic 
defensive lapses. 

Del Piero, Italy’s undisput- 
ed star of the Serie A, admit- 
ted: “There are a few bitter 
memories, a few 1 disappoint- 
ments which are still painful 
today. And top of the lisi is 
the final wc lost year.'" 


But the gifted striker, who 
in a few weeks’ time will be 
leading Italy's attack at the 
World Cup finals, is wary of 
making predictions. 

“A final is a one-off match 
and all ihe supposed advan- 
tages are cancelled out," he 
said. “Juventus might look 
like ihe favourites, but in 
iruih. the chances are 50- 
50." 

Along with Inzaghi, whose 
winner againsl Manchester 
United and hat-trick against 
Dynamo Kiev were crucial 
to Juventus' campaign, the 
other key figure in the 
Juventus attack is graceful 
French playmaker Zinedine 
Zidane. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of one bedroom, sitting & dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, telephone, satellite. 
Location: Ministry Road, Jabal Amman. 

Call 5681665 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., 

4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 



5 


IN ORDER to keep an improved performance among Le 
Meridien employees, a training course (Revenue Management 
2000 1 _ was held at Le Meridien Amman. Delegates from Le 
Meridien Damascus and Le Meridien Latiakia participated in 
this training, which was designed by a British expert team from 
the company head office in U.K. 


i2 News 


Suharto vows to step down 


but protesters won’t yield 


JAKARTA (R) — Indo nesian 
President Suharto said on 
Tuesday he would step down 
after seeing Indonesia through 
unprecedented reforms, but be 
reftised to resign aixi fresh con- 
frontation loomed with students 
demanding bis Fv»grf 

Thousands of students occu- 
pied parliament and top Muslim 
leader Armen Rais called for a 
“people’s power” show of 
strength on Wednesday to con- 
vince Mr. Suharto his 32-year- 
long rule was over no matter 
what concessions he was cow 
ready to make. 

Mt Rais has vowed to put mil- 
lions of people on the streets of 
Indonesia. Students who for 
three months have been demand- 
ing that Mr Suharto step down 
called for parallel demonstra- 
tions. 

Many Indonesians fear the 
protests could foment a repeal of 
last week's riots in Jakarta in 
which 500 people died and hun- 
dreds of buil dings were torched 
and looted. 

In a historic televised speech. 
Mr. Suharto, who has brooked 
tittle dissent while in power, 
promised new elections as soon 
as possible under a new electoral 
law and said he would not stand 



address was Muslim intellectual 
Emha Najib, who said (be group 
told Me Suharto he foould step 
down before the end of the year 

“He was not President Snliano 
as usuaL He was a human being. 
It was vay open,” Me Najib said 

There was not the same good- 
will from the thousands of stu- 
dents gathered at parliament who 
booed loudly when it became 
dear Mr Suharto was not step- 
ping down immediately. 

Many protesters doubted if Ml 
S uharto would honour bis 
promise to hold new elections 
and about 200 of them clam- 
bered onto the dome-like roof of 
the main parliament building to 
unfurl anri -S iihar tn hannpre 

“He has made many political 
promises in the past, but they 
were never fulfilled," said one 
student 

Me Rais, who heads a Muslim 
Organisation claiming 28 milli on 
members in tile world’s most 
populous Muslim nation, said 
Mr. Suharto's promises did not 


again 

The concessions were major 
from a man who had yielded lit- 
tle to three months of increasing- 
ly popular student protests. But 
he did not say when it would all 
happen. 

Later, Environment Minister 
Jitwodo Sudasono said the oppo- 
sition should not worry about a 
lengthy reform process. 

‘There will be a new president 
by tiie end of the year." be told 
Reuters in a telephone interview. 

He said Mr Suharto met nine 
influential Muslim leaders on 
Tuesday morning, before the 
broadcast, then decided on a plan 
for elections within three to six 
months and his own departure. 

A new electoral law should be 
ready within two months and 
was likely to do away with 
restrictions on the number of 
political parties and contestants, 
Mr. Juwono said. 

Financial markets cheered the 
possibility of a peaceful transfer 
of power The Rupiah and stock 
market staged mild rallies after 
days of downward spirals. So did 


Indonesian President Suharto pledges to step down after 
new parliamentary elections which would be held as 
soon as possible, dozing a speech Tuesday broadcast live 
on Indonesian television (ATP photo) 


most Asian share marians and 


currencies. 

There was also a cautious wet 
come from Asian leaders who 
saw in Suharto's promises the 
chance of stability returning to 
Indonesia, suffering its worst 
economic crisis in decades. 

That crisis drove Indonesia to 
agree to a financial rescue pack- 
age of more than $40 billion 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), but as political 
issues raged to the forefront 
efforts to resolve the country's 
burning economic issues have 

In Frankfurt a German bank- 
ing source said on Tuesday the 
next round of talks on how to 
reschedulethe country's $80 bil- 
lion in private sector debt — 
scheduled for May 26 — had 
been delayed indefinitely. 

“Conditions fcrsuch a meeting 
are not favourable at present' 7 
said the source, who declined to 
be identified. 

Since the crisis began in July, 


many of Indonesia's 200 milli on 
people have lost their jobs. Rices 
are soaring. There is a wide- 
spread, and growing, clamour for 
the 76-year-old Mr. Suharto’s 
swift, exit 

The big question remaining 
was whether Mr. Suharto has 
waited too long to give ground 
after giving the impression be 
would hang on until the end of 
his seventh five-year term in 
2003. 

In his address, Me Suharto 
declared it would be irresponsi- 
ble to step down when the ration 
was racked by riots and facing 
economic ruin. 

But. be said: "there is no need 
to worry that I win remain presi- 
dent Notar all" 

Tbe new election law would be 
drawn up by a reform committee 
of academics and community 
leaders and the new parliament 
would elect a new president, he 
said 

One of the nine Muslim lead- 
ers who met him before the 


‘To m orro w , Indonesia will 
witness tardy tag demonstrations 
all over tins country," be told 
reporters. 

“Especially after the nation lis- 
tened to the very dis appoin t in g 
statement by Suharto, I think 
people will be mare motivated to 
come down to the streets to 


protest 

'They will again and again and 
again stage the demonstra- 
tions.-until finally the old man 
goes forever" he said 

Ariel Heryamo, a Singapore- 
based Indonesian intellectual 
with close ties to student dissi- 
dents there, said Mr. Suharto's 
pledges would not be enough to 
calm the people — and could 
spade renewed violence on 
Wednesday. 

‘The student dissidents are 
unlikely to buy tins kind of 
rhetoric. There is likely to be 
another confrontation tomor- 
row.’* 

Some students occupying the 
parliament complex on Tuesday 
said they were in no hurry to end 
their vigfl against Ml Suharto. 

"We plan to stay here for the 
night.” sad one student as dusk 
fell although many coild be seen 
leaving. 

‘Tomorrow, we’ll go to the 
presidential palace." 


Echoing Netanyahu’s favourite theme: 

Gore calls on Arafat to curb anti-Israel rhetoric 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
Vice Resident A1 Gore called 
on Palestinian Resident Yasser 
Arafat to curb his occasional 
anti-Israeli rhetoric and to 
combat terrorism consistently. 

Echoing a favourite theme of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Gore said Mr Arafat “cannot 
say one tiling to tbe world and 
another thing to his own peo- 
ple.” However, in a speech 
Monday night to the annual 
policy conference of the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC), a strong 
pro-Israel lobby. Ml Gore did 
not declare the administration 
in apposition to a Palestinian 
stare. 

In fact, be said the future of 
tbe West Bank and Gaza was 
for Israel and the Palestinians 
to decide through face-to-face 


negotiations. 

Me Arafat hopes to build a 
state on the land, with its capi- 
tal in east Jerusalem, and has 
dedared he will act unilaterally 
if negotiations faiL 

Mr. Netanyahu, who ended a 
week-long visit to the United 
States Monday night, had said 
repeatedly that Mr. Arafat's 
statements and actions at home 
belied his commitments in die 
1993 and 1995 Oslo accords 
with Israel. 

Ml Gere brought an AIPAC 
dinner audience to its feet with 
much the same view. He stud 
Ml Arafat must declare 
“Unequivocal acceptance" of 
Israel and combat terrorism 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year — 
“not one second less.” Also, 
like Mr. Netanyahu, Ml Gore 
emphasised that peace agree- 
ments were not enough. 


“Peace on paper is not the 
same as peace in tbe heart,” be 
said, again to thunderous 
applause. 

As tbe Clinton administra- 
tion continued its disagreement 
with Ml Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment over how much territory 
Israel ought to relinquish to Ml 
A rafat, Ml Gore offered assur- 
ances for Israel's security and 
unshakeable American friend- 
ship. 

In fact, he said without elab- 
oration, UJS. military aid to 
Israel, now $1.8 million a year; 
will be increased in coming 
years. 

“America stands by Israel, 
now and forever." be said, 
splicing several Hebrew words 
and phrases into his remarks, 
tripping over the pronunciation 
once or twice. 

Tbe assertion that only Israel 


can determine its own security 
is welcomed by die Netanyahu 
government. The prime minis- 
ter has opposed a joint U£.- 
Palesrinian demand for Israel 
to withdraw from another 13 
per cent of die West Bank as 
apt to jeopardise the safety of 
Jewish settlers or even Israel 
itself. 

“Our special relationship is 
indestructible,” Ml Gore said. 

Tt doesn’t depend on die 
peace process. It transcends the 
peace process." And, be said 
emphatically, “our differences 
are about means, not ends," 
implying die Clinton adminis- 
tration would not slight Israel 
even if the U.S. peace effort 
foiled. 

Mr. Gore, already popular 
among American Jewish vot- 
ers, is preparing for a likely run 
for die presidency in 2000. 
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Crown Prince receives Russian envoy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan met Russian envoy Viktor 
Posuvalyuk here Tuesday for talks on the Middle East peace process, Jordan Television 
said. The Crown Prince warned Ml Posuvalyuk that the peace process *is going through 
a critical and delicate stage" and needs to be put back on track by implementing the 
signed agreements. During the meeting which was attended by Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Tarwaneh and Deputy P rim p Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Jawad Anaru, 
Prince Hassan and Mr Posuvalyuk also discussed the situation in Iraq. Crown Prince 
Hassan called for an gnd to the suffering of the Iraqi people and for Iraq to implement 
Security Council resolutions. Ml Posuvaluk Has been on a tour of Lebanon, Syria and 
Israel to discuss the Jewish state's offer to withdraw from south Lebanon in return for 
security guarantees. 


France, Egypt vow to save 


faltering Mideast peace 


PARIS (AFP) — France and 
Egypt said Tuesday they were 
determined to talas action to 
stave off tbe impending collapse 
of the Middle East peace 
process. 

French Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin said after talks here with 
Egyptian Resident Hosni 
Mubarak: ‘Ranee and Egypt 
cannot stand by and see this 
deterioration, to let this impend- 
ing catastrophe happen." 

Tbe two countries issued a 
joint statement on Monday call- 
ing for the creation of a 
Palestinian state and tbe holding 
of an international conference of 
those determined to “save the 


peace process. 

Ml Jospin said tbe statement 
— which flew in die face of 
US. and Israeli positions — 
“demonstrates die readiness of 
our two countries to do any thing 
to avoid tbe worst" 

Ml Mubarak began a three- 
day virit to France on Monday to 
discuss the Israeli-Pakstiman 
peace process, winch has been 
deadlocked for more than a yeac 
He called Tuesday for greater 
in ternatio nal pressure on Israel 
to fulfil its c ommitments to the 

Palestinians. 

“We hope for a more active 
and strong e r French and 
European role to press upon 


Israel foe necessity of respecting 
its co mmi tments, to stick by its 
promises and not to put forward 
groundless pretexts for not doing 
so,” Ml Mubarak said. 

Tbe main obstacle to progress 
in Isaeti-Palestiman talks is tbe 
issue of Israel’s overdue with- 
drawal from part of tbe West 
Bank, as promised under interim 
peace accords. 

US. First Lady Hillary 
HHntnn harfrfri the idea of a 
Palestinian state in a statement 
earlier tins month but 
Washington officials have 
refused id publicly support the 
idea. 


Greece rejects 
bundling 
disputes with 
Cypms 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece on 
Thesdav rejected any attempt to 
link its long-standing disputes 
with Turkey to a solution for the 
Cyprus problem. 

Foreign Minister Theodoras 
Pangalos also said efforts such 
as tbe US.-led initiative to 
reunite die war-divided island 
were doomed to failure unless 
Turkish Cypriots soften their 
stance on foe issue. 

Mr. Pangalos added, “Greece 
will not slide back into a situa- 
tion of an Ottoman empire sub- 
ject" to solve its disputes or link 
them with Cyprus. 

1 There will be no package of 
any kind ." be said. “We are not 
demanding anything from 


Turkey, and any negotiations 
would take on a one-sided form 
of pressuring Greece to accept 
one of Turkey’s demands.” 

In Nicosia, spokesman 
Christos Stylianides echoed Ml 
Pangalos saying ‘the govern- 
ment dearly rejects any such 
approach.” 


Israeli premier praises 
Swiss efforts to resolve 
Holocaust accounts 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The head 
of the Jewish state thanked 
visitiDg Swiss President 
Flavio Cotti Monday for his 
efforts in seeking a resolution 
to the sensitive subject of 
recovering tbe lost assets of 
Holocaust victims. 

‘I've expressed Israel’s 
appreciation for the steps 
taken by Switzerland, by the 
Swiss government, in uncov- 
ering tbe truth and restoring 
justice for Holocaust sur- 
vivors and heirs of victims,” 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said in 
a joint press conference with 
the Swiss president. 

Mr. Netanyahu spoke out 
against tbe vocal agitation of 
some Jewish organisations 
who criticise the Swiss for 
not doing enough to compen- 
sate heirs of bank depositors 
who died at the hands of the 
Nazis. 

T want to make it clear that 
the state of Israel believes that 
this should be handled with 


great care and great sensitivi- 
ty. There is no room for 
extreme or bellicose state-' 
merits," Mr. Netanyahu said, 
adding, “we are not at war 
wife Switzerland.” Among 
Switzerland's efforts to make 
up for any wrongdoing are a 
fund set up by the major 
Swiss banks to help needy 
survivors of die Holocaust, 
and a panel set-up to investi- 
gate claims to assets in 
Switzerland. 

Me Com in turn praised 
Israel’s approach to the emo- 
tional issue. 

'The statements yon have 
made contribute to a calm- 
ness,” Ml Cotti said. 

During a state dinner; the 
two leaders discussed the cur- 
rent status of peace efforts 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

Switzerland is a large finan- 
cial contributor to humanitar- 
ian and economic aide to the 
Palestinians as part of the 
peace process. 


Iran deal brings truce between EU, U.S., but not peace 


By Paul Tarim* 

Reuters 


LONDON — A U.S.-EU 
agreement to avert a showdown 
over Iran sanctions looks more 
like a ceasefire than a settlement 
of transatlantic differences over 
tbe greater Middle East experts 
say. 

Washington and its European 
allies are cooperating mote and 
arguing less in public on issues 
ranging from Caspian Basin 
energy resources to Iran, Iraq, 
Turkey and tbe Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

But experts caution that fresh 
(rouble could flare soon if U.S. 
efforts to break the Israeli- 
Ralesthrian deadlock foil, ex' 
when pressure mounts again to 
iff U.N- economic sanctions on 
Iraq. 

Tor now; we’ve dedared a 
nice. The sources of friction are 
till there but we have agreed in 
he meantime sot to have foe 
rattle,” said Philip Goirion. an 
■xpert on U.S. -Middle East pol- 


icy at the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies. 

President BID Clinton agreed 
cm Monday to waive U.S. 
penalties on European firm*; 
investing in Iran’s energy sector; 
removing a major source of 
aggravation in West-West rela- 
tions and clearing the way fora 
potential wave of oil and gas 
deals with tbe Islamic republic. 

In return, European Unioin 
(EU) countries pledged to step 
up cooperation against tenor- 
ism and tighten controls to pre- 
vent Tehran acquiring weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Tbe EU under pro-American 
Britain’s presidency also 
accepted, at least temporarily, a 
"best supporting aettx*’ role in 
foe Arab-Israeli peace process 
rather than seeking equal status 
with foe United States. 

But French President Jacques 
Chirac served a reminder that 
Paris still harbours such ambi- 
tions by calling for an interna- 
tional Middle East peace con- 
ference in a joint appeal with 


Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Although Mr. Chirac attended 
a Group of Eight summit in 
Britain at foe weekend and met 
privately with Ml Clinton, 
French officials acknowledged 
be had not specifically men- 
tioned Ins initiative either to the 
U.S. president or to the British 
EU presidency. 


European divergences on how 
to deal with Iran, Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“We have tbe makings of a 
Tough copfeoft cop' division of 
labour, with die Americans 
playing die tough cop on Iran 
and foe Europeans playing the 
tough cop on IsraeT said 
Rosemary Hollis, head of the 
Middle East programme at 


from 


Clinton administration 
doing, she said 

One example of such pressure 
is foe European Commission’s 
recommendation dial tire EU 
bar imports from Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories 
from preferential trade access 
granted to Israeli goods. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benymin Netanyahu warned 


at being excluded from tbe 
action by the American eco- 


'Dealing with the Europeans on the Middle East has 
been far easier with Britain in the chair. Things 
would not be the same if it were the French’ 


“Dealing with foe Europeans 
on foe Middle East has been for 
easier with Britain in the chair. 
Things would not be tbe same if 
it were foe French," a U.S. 
diplomat said 

Middle East analysts say 
Washington and London, 
through an intensive dialogue, 
do appear to have narrowed 
some long-s tanding U-S-- 


Briiain'S Royal Institute for 
International Affairs, 

"It’s actually working quite 
welL But OQ the substance of 
policies, &ey really are in dis- 
agreement." Ms. Hollis said 
The United Stares was not 
unhappy to see foe Europeans 
applying economic and political 
pressure on die Israelis which 
domestic politics prevents foe 


the EU on Tuesday that it would 
deny itself a nde in Middle East 
peace-making if it took that 

step. 

Washington also sees advan- 
tages in the Europeans engaging 

politically and econ omic ally 
with foe reformist Iranian gov- 
ernment of Resident 
Mohammad Khatami, although 
U.S. oil companies were angry 


comic boy cott of Iran. 

The United States and Europe 
share a desire to see a more 
democratic, internationally 
cooperative Iran emerge from 
the current power struggle 
between moderate Islamists and 
conservative hardliners. 

But US. officials are still con- 
cerned by Iran’s efforts to 
acquire nuclear and missile 
technology and believe Tehran 
is still involved in arming and 
funding Islamist groups across 
tbe Middle East. 

However; there are two key 
areas on which Washington and 
most European allies differ sig- 
nificantly — whether to lift 
sanctions on Iraq white 
President Saddam Hussein is 
still in power, even if it complies 
with UK aims inspections, and 
whether to call for a Palestinian 
state in tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip if Israel rejects iL 

On both issues, events in tbe 
next few months could test the 


new-found transatlantic cooper- 
ation. 

“If Iraq continues to co mpl y 
with UNSCOM and sanctions 
continue to make foe humani- 
tarian situation worse, there 
could be a dash over lifting 
sanctions," Ml Gordon said. 

Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has made clear the 
United States wants sanctions to 
remain as long as Resident 
Saddam Hussein is there. 

On Arab-Israeli issues, Ms. 
Hollis said if Palestinian 
Resident Yasser Arafat carried 
cut his threat to declare sover- 
eignty unilaterally next May, 
when the deadline for a final 

status agreement set in the Oslo 

peace accord expires, there 
could be sharp transatlantic dif- 
ferences over whether to recog- 
nise a Palestinian state. 

EU policy recognises the 
right to statehood 
while foe United Stales has 
always avoided committing 
fcseff. 


Theater also cancelled^. . 

formances Monday mar i 

Tuesday. The actor : 
that leading lady 
Maoz was simply 
wimpy for the rote, 
slapped her as part of my' 
role and she left the stage 
in foe middle,” Mar told fife. 
Maariv daily, adding, 
“Every other day she fisfrits 
and then I am suspended.” 
In Janaary. Maoz cracked 
her head on an iron bed 
frame and fell motionless 
during a scene in which 
Desdemona is attacked by 
Othello. On Thursday, Mar 
broke his hand while fenc- 
ing as Othello. 



Keith Richards 
injures ribs in his 
library while sober 


How to woo a beauty 


NEW YORK (AFP) — So 
what does it take to woo 
and win film bombshell 
Sharon Stone? It helps, 
according to the New York 
Times, if she beats yon at 
Scrabble. “He knows so 
many more words than I 
do," she told the daily, 
speaking of her newspaper 
editor husband Phil 
Bronstein. Bronstein may 
be a wordsmith. Stone said, 
but he’s no match for her at 
the popular board game. “T 
come from Hollywood. I 
have that shark instinct. He 
plays to make fabulous 
words. I play to win,” she 
said 


FistGghter makes 
president 


MANILA (AP) — 
Philippine officials are 
looking for an American 
who duked it out “with a 
highschool classmate 
named Joseph Estrada in 
1953 — so they can invite 
him to Estrada’s presiden- 
tial inauguration. Estrada 
credits that schoolyard 
fight, which got both boys 
expelled, with setting him 
on foe path that eventually 
led to foe presidency, 
Foreign Secretary 

Domingo Siazon said 
Monday. “That guy 
changed Estrada’s life.” 
said Siazon, a classmate of 
Estrada in grade school and 
the first two years of high 
school “If not for foe fist- 
fight. Estrada could have 
gone on in school and 
ended with another job.” 


Male diva Dana 
signs with Sony 


LONDON (AFP) — Dana 
International the Israeli 
transsexual winner of foe 
Eurovision song contest, 
has signed a recording deal 
with Sony Music U.K, the 
company announced. The 
singer, who was bom Yaron 
Cohen but had a sex 
change in 1993, will" now 
release her winning track, 
“Diva,” here on Junfc 8. 
Under foe terms of (te 
deal, she will also put out 
an album lata in foe year, a 
Sony spokeswoman said. 
Dana, whose antics have 
outraged Orthodox Jews in 
her homeland, flew into 
London to sign foe deal 
under heavy security after 
receiving a death threat- 


cornmitn 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Keith Richards was reach- 
ing for a book, honesL Not 
the Wild Turkey. The hard- 
partying Rolling Stories _ ’ 
guitarist took a tumble in 
his Connecticut home over 
foe weekend, injuring iris 
ribs and chest and forcing 
foe band to postpone at 
least four concerts in 
Europe. Richards was in 
his library and had climbed 
on a chair to get a book, 
band spokeswoman Ran 
Curtis said. The Stones 
were to launch the 
European leg of their tour 
in Beilin on Friday. They 
postponed shows through 
at least May 28. 
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